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M LM Pins. TLM^tSSt t . 

Memphis , Tennessee is located in the extreme South i^est cor- 
ner oj the State oj Tennessee bordering Northern Mississippi to the South 
and divided from Arkansas by the Mississippi River. In 1968 the population 
oj the City oJ Memphis was 541, 900. and the Metropolitan population of the 
City ana its environs was 829,900. There are 17S square miles within 
the City LimUs. 

The racial breakdown oj the population according to most recent 
Special Census Reports is that witMn the City Limits there is a white popula- 
tion oj approx. o2. 7 % and a Negro population oj approx. 37. 3%. ^ 



tCONOMY. 

Memphis is a well known cotton center located in one o/the world's 
richest cotton producing areas. More than one third oj the cotton produced in 
the U.S. is bought and sold each year on Front Street in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Memphis is also the world's largest hardwood lumber market, and Memphis 
is surrounded by rich and productive agricultural hinterlands, and is the Chiej 
Nail Center between St, Louis and New Orleans and jor more than a century has 
been a major distribution center. In recent years as well there has been con- 
siderable Industrial development in the Memphis area. 

RACE RELATIONS. 

(^1 During the Administration oj the late John F. Kennedy, Memphis 

^ ' was cUed/or the excellent progress U had made in race relations during a 

period when race relations were just beginning to dominate the National News. 
And though there are in Memphis crowded areas occuppied by both Negroes 
and White people in which there is spme sub standard housing, by and large 
Memphis has more housing projects and improved low rent housing than any 
City of comparable sise in the South, 

LOCAL POLITICS. 



^if^e 1964 the Memphis Negro Community has become increasing- 
ly active in local politics and local government, and with nearly 85,000 re- 
gisitTtd Negro Voter the Negro Corntnunity is decoming increasingly more 
powerjul in the political structure oj the City. 



The Me 
oj the Fall oj 1967. 



r^his Negro Community was very active in the elections 
In this election the City oj Memphis changed jrom a 
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LOCAL POLITIC::) (continueo) 



Commission form of government to a Mayor and City Council Form oj 
Government. However, In this election, the favorite of the Negro Com- 
mmity, former Mayor William Ingram was defeated and Henry Loeb was 
elected Mayor. There was as well a Negro Candidate for Mayor, A. ►V. 

Willis, but he did not poll enough votes in the Negro Community to be regard- 
ed the favorite of his people. 

PREPARATIONS: 

I t, I • At the begUming of 1968 Memphis realized that it had been picked 

out as a Target City, along tsith a number of other American Cities with sim- 
ilar racial components to be used as a proving ground where the Negro Com- 
munity could push for increased benefits. 

In so far as Memphis had had no previous racial trouble of any 
consequence this was a matter of total communUy concern. The Intelligence 
Unit of the Memphis Police Department had been aware ^ a number of years 
of a growing Ntgro Activist movement within the City which though it te^ 
preeented only a email percentage of the total Negro population had succeed- 
ed in causing considerable racial tension which culminated in the Riot Alert 
of July 27-31, 1967, at which time the National G$tard had been called to the 
City by the them Commiesioner, Claude A. Armour. 

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

Memphie found itself in the eprhtg of 1968 with a Police Department 
of 860 men. who though they had had the experUnce of dealing with a number of 
local racial imidente, and who though not totally unprepared were far from ade- 
quately equipped to cope with a major disorder. Liason had been made with 
other Law Enforcement Agencies in ths Msmphis Area, who could be deponed 
upon for re-infdrcements. The Intelligence operations of the Memphis Police 
Department were increased, and it may be said that the Deportment had its 
hand on the pulse of the City, and teas aware of increases in tension and the 
general climate between the Negro and White Communities. Much planning and 
study had been given to the means of controlling possible disorders. 



-2 • 



LVkJ^TS LJiAVUvC. UP TO tLUhUAUY 



t ebruary 12, 1966 

930 of 1,100 City Sanitalion worhers leji their jobs without wami»a 
demanding recognition oj the American h'ederation oj 3tate, County ,and Muni- 
cipal Employees Union as their bargaining agent and asking redress of a series 
of grievances. It is worthy oj note tltat there had been a similar strike by Sani- 
tation Employees going on in Sew York at this time, which had been settled and 
workers received pay increases. Mayor Henry Loeb maintained that the work 
stoppage was illegal. 

February 13,1968 

On E ebruary 13,1968 Supt, Ed. liice of the Sanitation Department re- 
ported that the men who iusd remained on the job were beginning to receive threats 
and harassment. 

Approximately 1000 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers met at the 
Rubber Workers Union Ball on Firestone, where they were addressed by T. O. JOBES 
local President oJ the Local 1733 of the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees. (AFSCME). It is significant that at this meeting the REV. 
EZEKIEL BELL, a militant Negro Presbyterian Minister was introduced and he 
brought the race matter firmly into the discussions, stating among other things, 
"Either our demands will be met, or there wont be any City. I am not a man of 
violence, but if it takes burning down and destroying, this we will do. " This 
ing was covered by an inteBlgence source of the Memphis Police Department. 

Following the meeting at the Union Halt approximately 1000 Sanitation 
workers and sympathisers marched to City Hall, where they went into the City 
Council Chambers, filling it to overflowing, at which time Council Chairmen, Dow- 
ning Pryor requested that those standing along the walls go out into the Hall as they 
created a fixe hazard. They did so at this time. But Police Officers in the audience 
remained. Then Councilman J. O. Patterson arose, and mentioned that he noted 
many police officers standing about and stated that he felt they would be of more use 
in the City, fighting crime than observing a peaceful demonstration of Sanitation 
worhers. At this time the Policemen standing against the wall left as well. At 3;10PM 
the whole group adjourned to the South Hall of the Auditorium which provided seat- 
ing for all, where the group was addressed by Mayor Loeb who stated: '7 am here 
to serve all of the people of the City of Memphis, I am not here just to serve you 
and forget the rest, nor am / in turn to serve the rest and forget you, ' He then 
stated in effect that the Sanitation workers were breaking the Law, stating that a 
City Employee cannot strike against the City. Be further stated tha t the new City 
Government had been in office one month and asked them to go back to work, as 
the City Government was working on a budget for the Fiscal year, and he stated 
there was a raise in the budget for the Sanitation workers. 
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February 13. l968(coMnuedlf 



Mayor Loeb wae followed on the speaker*a stand by P.J. Ctampa. 
International FUld Director ojAFSCME, who listed lO(ten) 

the Sanitation Workers had, and started his ^HTutueMothe 

continued throughout the strike, introduced publicly the ncial ^sue into the 

strike, admitted the coalition oj Union and ^'*^*/**^**®..Jj**^*!5*V^ 
problem had to be resolved to insure peace and tranquility in the Common y. 

The ten(lOl grievances (demands! /ormulated by the Union and 
presented by P.J. Ctampa were: 

1. That Local 1733 ,AFSCME, be the representative of the workers. 

» Ttmt toorkers should have a grievance procedure plan, 
f a t.n%k.ckoffpUm)or the «orkm(mk.r,-^ 

SI IwSl tak. iU (Mm due, before (key tet their 

S^'reemTee for the worker, in r«*artf« to 
The OUy should pay for workers Life Insurance A Health bene/us. 
There should be some uniformity in promotions. 

There should be sick leave benefits. 

Vacations. 

Pay for HorAfttf on holidays. 

Overtime. * * 



4. 



7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 



February 14.1968 

On February U, 1968 a garbage Iw* was attacked by 8 Male Hegroes 
at 7th and Chelsea. It was not damaged.*^ 

ON February 14,1968 at the Rubber Workers Union Ball, 

Male negro, <m^^he local leaders of the Suction Strike, 

arm saeie ••Obev the City Lawe, butifOm Police or anyone else grabbed any 

z 7m^. keu M 

rebreeentkd the coalition of Union Repreeentativee, and Civil Rights leaders 
in the City. Several ministers spoke and CORNELIA CRENSHA W, an Ingram 
supported hi the recent elecHone spoke complaining ojsimi^ *?^!!lscSE^from 
the Memphis Housing AmihorUy. 

Mississippi talked of the strike that had been •^ccessfutlyc^l^^ 
eagoula, Mlee, He urged $mtty ht the coalition, and referred M the f^r gnups 
uSl^ere involved ht Pascagoula, as ^Blacks and Whites , " who 
strike, and •Mggere and Crackare. Ba said ^**^J^**^*^^^ T , 
Crackars ht Mampkis too. CivU RighU Leader, ^ ^tinUm 

EVERS head of the local chapter of C. O.R. E sf^ke, and P. J. CIA^MJMion 
leader who stated: •^We jnet left Rome, talking ^ Fmperor~God Loeb, 
who M€nds word to you Egyptians that tka answsr is stilt Pfo. 



Febnuxr\ 14,1968/continued.) 



JOSEPH PAISLEY, a ^kUe Male, State Otganiter jur AFL-CIO in Haah- 
ville, pledged the support of 150,000 Union men in Tennessee, lie urged 
the strikers to remain in Unity, and to pay no attention to the Hews 
that might attempt to urge them to gO back to work. JAMES BLAIR, a \,^hitc 
Male, Spokesman jor the Electrical Workers Union, and H'OPC talked oj 
successful strikes in the City, and passed out Union Literature. VASCO 
SMITH, Male Negro militant, and Vice President oj the Local Ciuipter of 
N.A.A. C. P. , and the Shelby Cotmty Democratic Club pledged the support 
OJ the 10,000 members oj these organizations to the strike, stating: ' A hen 
you become headlines, people become aware of you. " P.J. CIAM PA con- 
cluded the meeting by urging the strikers to seek support in their neighbor- 
hoods, and particiiarly from the local ministers. He said, " If any man seeks 
your )ob, then he is a thief and has stolen it. I want you to treat him as a 
thief and do a good job. " 

VASCO SMITH, held a meeting on the night of 2/14/68 oj the N.A.A. 

C. P. , where the boycott of the Memphis School System sowing support for 
the Sanitation Strike was proposed Jor lebruary 15,1966. 

MAYOR HENRY LOEB, met with CHARLES BLACKBURN, Director 
of Public Works, and FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, Fire and Police Director, <md 
then ordered the hiring of new employees to fdplace the strikers. The Police 
Department would furnish escort for the Garbage Trucks. 

February 15, 1968. 

February 15,1968 a Sanitation work was attacked and had most of his 
clothing tom off him as he was goptg to work. Another garbage truck driver 
was attacked and cursed by a man carrying a pistol. And threats were made 
that an incident might occur on February 16, 1968 at the Bellevue Dump, where 
strikers were alleged to have said they were not going to let a "damned truck 
out. " 

At the Union Ball on Firestone, February lb, 1968 the strikers were 
addressed by O, W. PICKETT, local Negro real -estate man and politician, who 
stated that they planned to bring 150,000 people to the City, and that the Police 
would then be so busy watching them, they would not be able to guard ^e gar- 
bage truces. CORNELIA CRENSHAW spoke again, as well as 
who reported that the Garbage Strike had made National News. WILLIAM LUCY, 
another Union representative stated that they were beigg supported by the Unions 
in DetroU. And the REV. EZEKIEL BELL spoke again stating: "lam not ^va- 
cating violence, but if someone hits me with a brick, I wUl hit bock. ' He further 
talked of the Negro cause, and injusticms over the years, and made the state- 
ment: ' By next week there wUl be no children in the schools, but they wUl be 
marching in support of the Sanitation Strike. " 
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tebruut \* lo,l966 



OiV lebruaryf 14.19CS an order had been l>ut oul, ejjectlve Feb- 
ruary is, 1906, that there would be no clays ojf Jor the Unijorm Divisi^ oj 
the Memphis Police Department, litis included Trajj'ic as well as Ward 
Cars and Commanainfi Ujj'icers. 

On February 16, 1906 eight Sanitation uxtrkers still tvorking were 
threatened and harassed, 



In an article in the Press Scimitar, 2/16/66 HLV. tZEKlEL BELL 
well iMOun in the City Jor his militant stand, is quoted as saying: ' U Mayor 
Loeb> wants to play rough, we snow how to play rough too. " ^ 

In this same article Mayor Loeb's telegram to P.J. CIAMPA was 
quoted, which read: "You are encouraging the men in the Sanitation Detriment 
to engage in illegal ocHviHes. . . I will not meet untU they have ceased their 
illegal work stoppage which endangering the public health and weljare. 
the men return to work I will sit down w^a representative committee and at- 
tempt to solve any problems that exist. 



In an article in the Commercial Appeal of 2/10/6S MAXWE SMITH, 
teecutive Secretary of the BAACP, is reported to have sent a strongly worded 
resolution to the Mayor fa support of the demands of the Sanitation workers, 
and stated that if no action were taken that the NAACP would begin a series oj 
protests with an all night vigil 2/19/66. Other plans Included marches a^ boy- 
cotts of unnamed merchants, and thousands of telephone calls to tie up City 
Fire and Police lines, 



At the meeting at the Union liall on firestone approximately 900 
Sanitation strikers and sympathisers were addressed by JESSE EPPS, R J. 
CIAMPA, T.O. JONES, TOMMY Pp WELL, and WILLIAM LUCY who imported 
on their meeting with the CUy Council, ana stated that the nielhod oj dues check 
ojj was the big issue now. CORNELIA CRENSHA H' got up at this time and stat- 
ea IJtat there were members in the audience( referring to 

who were not one oj them but spying for Iheir enemies. REV. EZEKIEL bell, 
spoue ana staled that on Monday February 19, l9o6 they woula 
marches 6v friends from outside the County. REV. SAMUEL B. KYLES, then 
talked and outlined the NAACP plans, stating that the more jearless ones would 
lay in jront of the garbage trucks to keep them jrom moving. He also statea 
they lukd many more plans such as using their telephones. 
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' February 17, 1968 

''1 vv On February 17,1968, a Sanitation Trwk toas fired on with a pistol 

by someone in a passing ear. No one was hurt, ' Three sanitation wor ^s 
were threatened that if they continued to wore their houses would be burned 
down by the NAACP. Information received was that word had been spread 

among the striking Sanitation uorkers, tftat they were to make those who con- 
tinued to work sorry they did so. A crowd of 100 to 126 teewigers was dis- 
persed near the Driver Street Sub-Station on February 17, 1968. > 

At the Sanitation Striker's meeting at Union Ball on Firestone, 300 
strikers were addressed by ELDEJt PA TTERSOB , REV. CBAMSERS, 

CIAMPA, WILLIAM LUCY, SHEPHERD, Chairman of the ReUilers 

Union, MR. AUGUSTINE, President of the Local Teamster s Union, O. iK PICKEi i 
and the REV, EZEKIEL BELL, who on this date stated, "People ar-e saying this 
is a racial isstte, and it is." He said, !' I don't like black rats, and I don t like 
mhUe rats. If ycm go bank to work, you are rats, tf they Mte my white 
they are white rats. If they hire my black men tluy are blmk 
OBRALD FANiON was prasant at this meeting as well as CORNELIA CREN- 
SHAW. 

February 18, 1968 

On February IS, 1968 there were two fires started in ^ rbi^^Trucke 
in East Memphis. Both were handled by the Memphis Fire Department. 

MAYOR LOEB and leaders oj the City Striking SanttatUm 
traded proposale during a face to face confrontation in a meeting called by the 
Memphis MHUster's Association at St. Mary's Cathedral. JERRY WVRF • J" 
dent af the American Federation of State, County & Municipal Emptpees(AFSCME) 
joined the 10 hour session after midnight. MA YOR LOSE suggested a ^fjing off 
period in Oie strike, and promised to stop hiring my nsw employees y Union 
would promise to refrain from my violence during the breathing spell. 

February 19, 1968 . '' 

' ApproxUnatdy 1800 Smitatton strikers and sympaiktsers gathered 
at the Union'BaU on Firestone to meet with JERRY WURF, Merna^J 
of AFSCME, who presented T. O. JONES wUh a check in the amount of $5,000.00 
from the Union to the Garbage Strike in Memphis. T. O. JONES in turn 
the cheek to Chairmm WILLIAM LUCY. Present at this mee^ w^etREV^UR- 
NBR, JESSE EPPS, P.J.CIAMPA, EZEKIEL BELL, REV, Ann 

pastor of Mt. Pisgak Church, and President qf the Church 

CORNELIA CRENSHAW, REV, JORDAN, JAMES PAISLEY, and JAMES BLAIR. 

No rtew plane or etrate^e were revealed at this meeting. 



tebruary 20.1968 



An all nigld vifiU planned by ttie Memphis Ministerial Association 
beaan approximately o;30PM 2/19/08 with approximately 35 persons led by 
PUuJt . DOUGLAS no \,SfjiIiD oj MSU who had been active in the Anti- Viet JNam 
Demons I rallotts in l9o7, and who is a hnown member of the tf. K. B. DuBois 
Clubs, marched in Jront oj City Ball on the sidewalk, caryyinfi signs which 
read: "Wt- slutll Overcome", "Walts also waited too late, ", "Jobs, Jobs, Jobs. ' 
etc. li appeared that periodically through out the night replacements were 
coming in to keep the march going. At 3AM there were only 11 Male Negroes 
still marching. The vigil concluded at GAM. P.J, CIAMPA, WILLIAM LUCY, 
TAYLOR BLAIR, and JAMES PAISLEY, along with JERRY WUBF, T.O. JONES, 
and PETE PARKER were observed in the vigil at Iv.lU PM on February 19, 

1958. Throughout this vigil the participants were orderly and there were no 
inkidents. 

On February 20, 1968, Leaders of striking sanitation workers called 
for an economic boycott, as talks sponsored by the Memphis Minister's Assn, 
continued without results. Daily marches from Claybom Temple AME Church 
to City Ball and bace again, commenced. 

On February 20, l9o8 the NAACP staged a demonstration in front oj 
Mayor Loeb's home, at 365 Colonial. This involved app^'oximately 2 young 
male whites, and female whites, and approximately 7 young male and female 
negroes. 

On February 20, 1968 a business where garbage had been collected 
was threatened, and also on this date, the jamlly of Asst. City Atty. Art Shea 
was threatened. ^7) 

At the meeting oJ the Sanitation Strikers at the Union Ball on February 
20,1968 they were addressed by BAXTON BRYANT of the Tennessee Council on 
Human Relations uko stated that the Council's interest was in the poor. JAMES 
mAYLOR BLAIR, JAMES PAISLEY, P.J. CIAMPA and T.O. JONES all called 
for strikers to(^t the squeeze on tiiose going back to work. They were address- 
ed as wellEy the REV. HENRY LOGAN STARK, and COL. GEORGE LEE, 
who stated: ''There wil be no peace until the Iron Curtain is removed from Russia, 
the Bamboo Curtain from China, and the Jim Crowlsm from the UnitedStates. " 

He was jotlowed by REV, PATTERSON, CORNELIA CRENSHAW, and the REV. 
mEKIEL HELL, who said the vigil on the nigJti of Vie 20th would be in front of 
MAYOR LOME'S house, stating, ' We want to hurt him, " and called for a boycott 
Loeb's Barbecue"s. He further stated that the white Ministers had been engulf- 
ed by the White Power Structure of this Country, and continued, "so all you have 
left ie Black Ministers from their pulpits telling the truth. " Be re-Uerated, 

"I don't advocate violence, but if one of those wine-head scabs comes in my 
back yard and picks up my garbage, t am going to kick the hell out of Mm. " He 
woe /allowed by the REV, EDWARD CURRY, with the Job Corps of WOPC. No 
new plans or strategies were discussed at this meeting. 38) 
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J- ebt uary 2l.l96b 



Iruformation was received J- ebruary 21, l9Git that there would he a 
in jronta^ Mayor i^oeb's home ou this ualc. However this vi^il never 
taoiK f/ioce and nolhina unusual occurred. 

At the Union Hall on firestone approximately 9bU strikers were 
present and they were addressed by RhV, '.VALdhli, f. u, JL>HLS, f\J. CLiAlPA, 
JERRY ^URJ. TUMMY PO^VELL, EZEhltL BELL, JE.'^HE EPPS, CuRELLLi 
CREM.WA.V, O. i lCELrr, and CHARLEH ARMOUR, hut most oj the discuss- 
ion was centered around metuoiLs jor danitatiou workers on stri/;e to -et financial 
reliej. 



Eebruary 22, 19i,8 . 

A City Council Committee stiulyin^ the City's position in the Semitation 
afpreed to recommena recognition oj the Union, and a dues checkoff. 

In the Press Scimitar oj february 22,l9bd, stajj writer, Charles A. 
Brown, reports that at the City Council Meeting (a Committee meeting) Council- 
man Lewis Epnetson stated that he thought the Council rad authority to pass an 
ordinance establishing general policies and methods by which worsei's deal with 
the City , if it wanted to pass such a measure. Donelson is further quoted as 
pointing out to the Union Ojjicdals that this meeting was not an official session 
OJ the Council, and that no such ordinance could be passed at that time. Council- 
man Netters , urged that the Council be given time to consider the natter, saying, 
"v9e can try to give you the things you are as^^ing for. " There were at this time 
approximately 1000 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers in the City Council Cham- 
bers at City Hall. O. E. L VERS, militant Negro Political Leader addressed the 
crowd Jollowing the adjournment. He repaatedly urged the crowd to stay in the 
Council Chambers "until the Council recognizes the Union, and recognizes that 
they can over rule the Mayor. " He jurther stated, "If they tvant to take son one to 
Jail, they can take all oj us. " ^ 

on i-ebruary 22,l96o a Uara Car Lieutenant reported that garbage was 
being dumped in the street in jront oj 734 kialeer. 

At Union Halt on liresloue February 22,l96b there were approx. 950 
strikers cum strike sympatnisers present who were addressed by Rev. '-yALKER , 
T.O. JUNES, h'.J. CIAMPA, JERRY U UR f, TOMMY PU^ ELL, REV. EZEKIEL 
BELL, JESSIE EPPS, CuRNELIa CUENSAlA h, o. k. PICKETT and CHARLES 
aRAjUUR, anti the move was made to assemble in the City Council Chambers at 
1PM and stay there until the City Council arrived at some decision. By 1PM the 
City Council CSiambers were filled, and after Council Members recessed(The City 
Strike Committee) it was suggested that they go to the South Hall oJ the Auditorium 
but this suggestion was overruled and they stated tfuit they were going to stay there 
until they got some consideration. This was Jollcwed by a number of speeches by 
JESSE EPPS, O.Z. EVERS, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR. , and JERRY WUHf. 
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i ebruar)/ 22, 196S (conlinuea) 



I'he City Council Strvte Committee relumed to the Coi-tncil Clmmbeys at 
4;4aPM and reported that the Utrikers' demands had been approved by the 
Committee with a vote oj two with one abklaming(Mr. Lewis Lonelson) after 
which JJiRHY WUHF, Inter rtational Presiacnt oj the American J^ederation 
OJ Jtale, County &. Atunicipal Employees (AFSCAiL) liuotaed the Committee 
jor their support and the Committee meeting was adjourned. 

However, earlier in the meetinjn, sandwich meat and bread and a 
huge cofjee um tad been brought to the City Council Chambers at approx. 

3PM and the Pev. Ezekiel Bell had called his church asking that they bring 
300 or 400 sandwiches stating over the telepnone b^t they had decided to 
stay at City Hall three or four days if necessary. ' 

At one time the REV, EZEKIEL BELL stated they tvould stay there 
as long as 40 days ij necessary. He also called VASCO SMITH ashing him 
to come down to spean, and to make arrangements for lawyers in ease the 
people get foolish. However after COUNCILMAN DA VIS adjourned the meet- 
ing by stating by stating they would meet with the City Council at 2;3UPM 
February 23, 1968 in the South Hall of the Auditorium where a vote would be 
taken by the Council as to whether or not the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee would be accepted, the Council Chambers were cleared and all of 
the picnic equipment removed at approximately oPM. 

However, when JESSE TURNER, President of the Local N.A.A. C. P. , 
left the meeting bejore the Committee decision it ujas reported that he had 
gone to advise all the strikers and strike sympathisers to bring their garbage 
to the Jront steps oj City Hall. He was in the company of an unidentified white 
man at the time he is said to have arrived at. this decision. 
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1- ebruary 23, 196H 



Oh I ebruary 23,1968 a threat was receive a b\ liEFUSk. REMOVAL 
3YSTEM3 IHC. The call^ advised this company that they had better get out 
oj the garbage business. ' Bomb threats were reported both at Mayor Loeb '.<? 
home and at City Ball on Jtebrtmry 23, l96o, and a Men's clothing store at 
144 B. Avalon was threatened, ' and there were rumors of a possible disturb- 
ance at Owens College between John B. Smith and his militant Invaders, and the 
College Administration. Furthermore a March and Demonstration sponsorea 
by the N.A.A. C. P. was to be led Jrom Claybom Temple to City Hall and bach 
at approximately 12 Boon.^^' 

At the Union Ball on Hrestone on the morning oj February 23,1968 
approximately 600 strikers and strike sympathisers were addressed by T, O. JOBES 
who announced that they were to meet with the City Council in the South Hall oj 
the Auditorium at 2PM, and he stated he wanted them all to be there, and for 
them to call their friends as they wanted to pack the place. He further stated, 

"We are going to this meeting in a peaceful manner. We don 't want to give the 
Police no excuse to arrest us. So if you have been drinking, please don 't come 
down. You know drinking has a way to make us cut up. " 52} 

T,0, JOBES was followed by P.J. ClAMPA, who introduced MR. JERRY 
WURF , who read an editorial in the morning paper, showing in the cartoon a 
picture OJ a Begro Man sitting on a Garbage Can, WUMRF said, "The papers 
are still against us. " Then he reported that the Council Committee h^ recom - 
mended the Union proposals and announced that their recommendations would 
be presented to the City Council for a vote this date. 

TOMMY POWELL, AFL-CIO, then spoke saying that the proposal was 
a good one, and that he hoped for its success, but he too made an issue of the 
editorial in the Commercial Appeal oj that date. He too, said, "We want Mr. 

Loeb to know that we are not coming down there for violence. We are coming 
in a peaceful manner, but determined. " 54} 

O. W. PICKETT then spoke and was followed by CURB ELIA CREBSHA W, 
who said she had met that morning with COUBCILMAB J.}0. PA TTERSOB, and 
that she undkrstood that the proposal made yesterday had been changed ana that 
she did not think they were going to like It. She said, " You see men, the City 
Council does things behind your back. " 

P. J, ClAMPA then introduced a MR. R08S who was the Executive Sec- 
retary of the AFL-CIO, who substantiated CORBELIA CREBSHA W ’S remarks. 

He further said, " It is about time for this City to realize that we are tired oj 
being kicked around like dogs. We want more money and better working con- 
ditions. " 



The REV. EZEKIEL BELL then came to the speaker's stand with a 
sleeping bag, and said, "Men, I am tired of this thing. They invited us down 
yesterday. We didn't want to come, and then they wanted to put us out, I say to 
you, if they don't approve our proposal, we ought to stay. Bot move. Stay, 

- ll - 



I eoridary 2'j, Uoo(cuuttuuea) 



T, O, JONES closed the meeting by re -iterating again, tluit they 
wanted peace and no trouble at the meeting at 2PM. He stated again that ij 
they had been drinking Jor them not to come. 

Early on the morning oj February 23, 1968, Director Frank C. Hollo- 
man, Chiej J. C. Macdonald, and Capt.J. G. Ray and Lt. E. H.Arkin oj the Intelli- 
gence unit had gone to the Auditorium and with the manager of the Auditorium per- 
sonally examined the exits and entrances with a view toward planning a security 
pattern in the event a disorder should occur in the building jollowing the Council 
Meeting. 

T'.i' Prior to the arrival oj the Councilmen, and the Strikers and Strike 
^ Sympathisers, Capt.J, G. Ray <md Lt. E. H.Arkin positioned themselves in the 
old ppjection booth at the top oj the Auditorium, with Walkie Talkie Communica- 
tions with Headqtusrters , a tape recorder and binoculars where they could observe 
the crowd. Inspector Sam Evans, Capt.John Molnar, Capt. Glenn Moore and 
members of the Emergency Squad were detailed to the auditorium during the 
Council Session, and were directed by Director Holloman, to use extreme restraint 
during the meeting and to do nothing to provoke an incident, at^all reports are 
that their conduct in the auditorium tvas highly commendable. 

At 1:46PM February 23,1968 the Memphis City Council assembled 
in the South Hall oj the Auditorium, where a group of tables had been placed to- 
gether on the stage. Approximately 1000 strikers and strike sympathisers had 
assembled in the auditorium proper. Chairman of the City Council, Downing 
Pryor then read the following proposal. 

Whereas on February 22,1968, the Committee on Public Works of 
the City Council held a hearingand mcuie certain recommendations relative to 
requests oj the striking employees of the Department of Sanitation and 

Wherea the City Council has jully considered same. Be it therefore 
resolved that the Council recommends^ that: 

1. The right of employees of the Department of Sanitation to form 
and join a Union be recognised. 

2. Their right to elect Union officials oj their choosing be recognized. 

o. Their right to select representatives to negotiate for them, and on 
their behalf be recognized. 

4. These employ ees be included in Civil Service. 

5. Provisions for fair promotions be provided. 

b. Eair hospitalization, adequate life insurance coverage, and a 
uniform pension plan be ^forded. 

7. A fair sick leave and a uniform vacation plan be established. 
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f ebruar'i 23. l9o8 {continued) 



8. A mectninaful grievance procedure with the right oj union re- 
presentation at all steps be established. 

9. A wage increase bt fpiatfkbest-Oit thieddrUest possible date. 

Whereas the Council finds that the Mayor has agreed to these re- 
commendations. Be it jurther resolved that the Council recognizes that the 
Mayor has the sole authority to act in behalf of the City as its spokesman in 
the current matters involving the Sanitation Department. 

Be if further resolved that with these assurances the Council urges 
the employees of the Department of Sanitation to return to their jobs md allow 
thd ir representatives to complete the negotiations in this matter. 



This caused much controversy from the audience. As Chairman of 
the Council, Downing Pryor, was adjourning the meiting, T.O. fTtui. 

JBSSE EPPS hollered from the audience that they wanted to be heard. jU tnu 
Hme Mr. Pryor advised them that this was a SomcU Meeting and not a Public 
hearing and adjourned the meeting at this time. 

At this Hme T. U. Jones hollered out, ••Give us the mihe^^ and start- 
ed walking up on the stage asking for the microphone, but the 
turned off on the microphones at this Hme by the Auditorium 

request of Downing Pryor. A Jew remarks were made by the ^ 

LAWSON JR, and some of the other ministers at this Hme to ^ 

don’t give us the microphone then we will take one. joined by th 

Union leaders in their demand jor the microphone. 

T,<P. JONES then said, "You see what promises are. They have lied 
to us again. •• He further stated, " therproposal was not the one that had bem 
agreed upon the day before, and said, ••you cat see the Councilmen are vMh the 
Mayor. They toont even give us a microphone so that our president can talk to 

^ * b2j * mj m gw 

At this Hme VASCO SMITH came to the podium with the editorial 
page OJ the Commercial Appeal in his hand stating. "I want you to see 
Here they got a black man on top of a garbage can. They say we are ^*”***^f 
folks. What are we going to do about this paper. " The answer jrom the audience 

was, •'BoycoU the paper I" 

JERRY WURF, International President of the American federation oj 
State, County, Municipal Employees(AFSCME) came to the podium <md backed up 
VASCO SMITHES statement stating: " You see the white folks in this town don t 
liks you because you are black. • • ••Th is picture proves what I am s^ing. He then 
went on to say that the propoeaid^eed on by the Council was not the 
had agreed on the day before, andadded. ••We are not going to accept no fi (5) five 

cent an hour raise . " 
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/■ ebruary 23, 1968(continued0 



A, w. WILLIS, Mayorial candidate in the recent elections and 
^tate Legislator then addressed the group and said, " I am glad to see you 
standing together. This is the only teay to get anywhere. We had the same 
problem in Nashville where a Jamily of more than 3(tkree) cannot walk down 
the street or they will be arrested and given a lO year sentence. *’ He continued 
to say, " We have a Bill in the House now, I am Jighting, to avoid such a thing. " 

JESSE TURNER, local President of theN.A.A. C. P. then address- 
ed the group and stated among other things, "What we ought to do is bring all 
our garbage and dump it on Main Street. " 66) 

0. Z. EVERS, militant head of C. O. R. E. then addressed tht- group 
and stated, ' I am going to call a meeting tonight oj my council and ask them 
permission to bring to this City, H.Rap Brown, and Stobeley Carmichael. If 
they want tmuble, we will give them (rouble . ' 67) 

E allowing EVERS, JESSE EPPS sphke, stating, "As I have said to 
you before, if we can do this thing in Mississippi, we can do it in Tennessee, 
but I don't know now. This City is worse than Mississippi. " 

T. 0. JONES then addressed the group and stated, "When we leave 
here we are going to march from here to Mason Temple. We are not gobsg to 
march on the sidewalks but down the middle oj the street. I would like to say 
this, I am not going to be responsible for what anyone does. " 

JESSE EPPS then advised the audience to wait for t)te Union heads 
to start the march and for them to follow. At this time they all filed out of 
Auditorium in an angry mood, prepared to march South on Main from Poplar. 

When informed tint a march on Main had been decided on by the 
group, and that the group had reacted fo a disorderly fashion io the proposal 
oJ the City CouncU, walking out of the auditorium on JAMES MORRIS LAWSON 
JR, who had begun to speak. The Polios Departme$it was faesd with the decision 
of whether to confrtmt this large and angry group bi front of the Audltoohon, 



U 



/• c6ruu/'v ZJ, l96^i( continuetiJ 



harassed ana cursed Jrom the bef^inning oj the March. 

/ The line oj t}te Police Squad Cars were ordered to drive bumfier 

to bumper to the Last oj the Marchers, in an attem\,t to deep them jour abreast. 
According to the Statement of Ptlmn .Jimmy Carol Kellum, who was riding in 

^ one of these cars, between Jejjerson and Court there was a line of ojficers 
marching between the Squad Curs and the marchers, but the behavior of the 
marchers became so unruly, it was necessary for these policemen to drop 
bach and let the strikers move closer to the the center line. The marching 
Policemen then formed on the East p the S-iUad Cars placing the Squad Cars 
between them and the marchers. 



Radio tapes reflect that at 3;41PM the men were ordered to take their 
goM masks off, end re-inforcements were asked for the intersection of Main and 
Jefferson and at 3;45PM the cars were ordered to drive bumper to bumper and 
hold the matchers to the curb. At this bame time. Motorcycles were ordered 
to stop Northbound Traffic at Main and jejf arson. 



As the marchers arrived at Main and Court radio tapes reflect they 
were marching 6 and 10 abreast, with their arms locked. At this time the order 
came out that sirens were not to be used. At 3;55PM radio tapes reflect that 
the marchers were drying to start arguments with the police, but the Police 
ware ordered to ignore them., and to keep the march mooing. * 

As the marchers got to Gayoso on South Main in frord of Goldsmiths 
Department Store an eye witness relates the following.: "On Main just South of 
Gayoso the march had stopped and the narchers became very loud and started 
cursing the Police who were riding with the emergency and regular squad cars 
parallel to the line of marchers. At this time / had stopped the car / was driving 
and was standing outside the car approximately 10 ft from the front of the march 
observing T, O, JONES and the Male Negro in the green sweater. T. O. JONES 
then walked to a black squad car, rkotioning and hollering though I did not hear 
the words he used, but I heard him and saw the gestures he was making. / then 
heard a cry from the Male Colored in the green sweater to turn the squad car 
over. At this point I moved up closer to this particular Squad car, and I saw 
T. O, JUNE'S MOVE IN FRONT of the Squad Car in order to make it stop. And 
then he hollered, ' Yeah, tip it over. " and to this reply JOHN KEARNEY(the 
man in the green sweater) motioned for the rest of the marchers behind him to 
Help him tip the Squad Car over. And at this point approximatelf 15 or 20 other 
marchers placed their hands on the right side of the car and began to rocs it. 

The car was occuppled by six(6) Uniform officers. And at one point the ear xvas 
tipped on its left side approximately at the rims and the lower panelling, and 
/ thought it ivas go ing over. Capt. Glenn Moore called for other officers to as - 
sist him tdth their shoulders and hands to prevent the car from being turned 
over . " 75) 
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February 23, l963(continuedi 



Radio tapes reflect that this incident occurred at 3;56PM. At 
3;67PM the men were ordered to get their gas masks on and to come in. At 
3:58PM Inspector Sam Evans reported on radio that he heard glass breaking 
in Goldsmiths. However there were no windows broken, as Goldsvdths are 
equipped with new riot proof glass and though the windows move when pressure 
is applied they do not break., but give off a sound as if glass were breaking. ' ' 

An order was then given by Asst. Chief U. T. Bartholomew to disperse 
the crowd, North and South of the incident. Chemical Mace was used, and proved 
very effective, and seven arrests were made. Police on foot were provided wUh 
gas masks and riot sticks. The crowd was dispersed in a matter of minutes, with 
a minimum use of force. A portion of ttte marchers reformed South of the 
and continued on to Ctaybom Temple. At 4:iOPM the crowd was reported to 
ba under control. ^ 



This police action became oontroversi^ and into was 
action to U in the National Preee. 79). A 

Security Bureau of the Memphie Police Department by Jacques Wilmors, the aen 
Southern Regional Director of the U.S. CivU Rights Commission, who was in ths 
march along with BAXTON BRYANT oj the Teimssscs Council on Human Relations, 
BOBBY DOCTOR, and other members of MR. WILMORB'S staff, dio were Maced 
at this time. 



Jk the Commercial Appeal of February 24,1968, Staff writer, Joeeph 
Sweet, quotes Mayor Loeb as sPstingt " Bvents of today demonstrate that Memphis 
wilt not tolerate Ctvil Disorder and with the eantinntng support of all fho P9**P*9of 
thia CUy to whom I am most gratofkl for thair oxpraeelon of confidenee, order uill 

be mainteimed. 81) 



On the might of February 23, 1968 Director of Fire and Police, Frank 
C. Boltoman, mot In iko Room of Baxton Bryant, Sxecuitvo Direetor of the T^essee 
Co$a$eil on Human Rolattone, at Hotel Piabody with the Following meml^rs of the 
local Negro CommmnUyt REV. JAMBS MORRIS LAWSON, JBSSB TURNER, Local Pres, 
of am NAACP; GERALD FANION, and JACQUES WlLMORE, Southern Regional JMreet- 
or of Oto Offico of tho U.S. CUM Rights Commieiion, and two <>^***Tme^rsofh^ 
staff BOBBY DOCTOR, and ROSETTA MILLER. At this mesting BAXTON MYANT, 
and the others complained of the indiscriminate use oJ Mace in front of Col^mith's 
Department Store, and of the alleged exceetivb force used in the arrest ^ JOSE^ 
KMMBNEY, Male Negro, who was one of the Male Negroes who along with T.Oj^ONES 
President of Local 1733, AFSCMS, had attempted to overturn a Squad Car in front 
of Goldemith'e Department Store. 



Direotor BoUoman at this time pointed out to them that there was no 
svidencs of iko uso of sxcossivo fores as JOSEPH KEARNEY ( who was easily . 
identified because of the green sweater he was wearing) had r esist ed arrest, and 
attemptsd to uso a knifs on offiesrs, which knife had been siusflecated at the 
scene and was bsing ksld as svidsnee in this cass. Director Holloman further ad- 
vised them that the use of MAKE at this time had not bean indiscriminate, but used 
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February HJ, L 968 (conlinueil) 



only after attempts to break the glasses at Goldsmiths had been observed, 

€md in the coniidered opinion of the officers at the sciene a disorder existed 
and therefore had to be brought under control. 

To summarise the events of February 23, 1968 and evaluate them 
though there had been previous near riots in Memphis in the summer of 1967 , 
February 23,1968 represents the first time when the Memphis Police Department 
was confronted and attacked by a large and unruly crowd. They re -acted cooly 
and efficiently, prevented a serious tragedy from occurring, arrested seven of 
the offenders, and dispersed the crowd by using Mace in a matter of minutes 
udthout any excessive force having to he used against the Demonstrators in the 
Metrch. It was a maijor test for the Department, and the men of the Department 
met it with much credit to themselves , and the Department. 




Vi."' 
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1 ebruuf y Ij^o^oalurila^ } 

Uarusawent uj businesses auu vandalisni iiicreasea on February 24, 
lUO^ u;ith 7 incidents (>eing re/jofted. 1 urthermore nuYba^e was thruuin in 
the sh-eet in the area arouna 1-ourth ana Chelsea, and one person was 
assaulted in a Harlem House in a discussion oj Hie oanitalion Strihe. 

I Injormation had been received that our injortners had been noticea at 

/ the meetings at the Union Halt and had been threatened with bodily harm, and 
\jor this reason new observers were sent to Union Hall on this date. One oj these 
iLoutif McKay, Male Hegro, while in the Union Hall on hirestone, where there 
I were approximately 500 Sanitation Workers and Sympathisers assembled was 
I spotted as being a Memphis Police ujjicer, and grabbed as he attempted to leave. 

I He was disarmed oj his weapon, and a canister oj Mace he had on his person, 
j after he had taken several blows in a struggle with Union men. At this time 
CORHhLIA CRHHSHJH* lejt the platjorm and advised the men holaing Pllmn. 
McKay not to hurt him because that is what they wanted, ''downtown ' . Be was 
then dragged to the platjorm where he was met by TA YLOR BLAIR, White Male, 
Public Relations man jor the Llectrical Workers Union, who kept saying in a 
loud voice that McKay was, 'a dirty black son of a bitch" and that he had sold 
his race out, Ajter being publicly harassed McKay was Jinally released and turn- 
ed over to a Uniform Lieutenant outside the building, who brought him to Bead- 
quarters, and later to John Gaston Hospital, as he luid been manhandled, 

At oPM the same evening approximately bOO people assembled at Mason 
Temple. They were in a highly emotional condition, ana there was much talk of 
tearing the City apart, and of bringing in STOKELEY CARMICHAEL. CORNELIA 
CRENSHA spoke up Jor boycotting the newspapers and Main Street stores. In 
addition to her REV. LEROY DONSON, REV. HENRY LOGAN STARKS, and MR. 
ROSS, Executive Secretary oj the AFL-CIU spoke to the group. The REV. KENNk 
WHALUM spoke at this time and said this was not a race issue, but a Human Right 
issue, and went on to say that it teas hard to control the issue when there were so 
many factions trying to turn it to their own interest. MRS. THOMAS MA TTHE WS 
was present at this meeting and talked to one oj the injormers statbg that she woul 
be glad when STOKELEY CARMICfiA EL arrived, stating that he had been called 
attd would be here in a couple oj days. At this time the REV. JAMES MORRIS 
LAWSON Jr, got up and stated, ' \ke are here to discuss very serious business 
which will determine the fate of this City. ' He was told then that men from the 
News Media were in the Church, and he answered, ''All > ight then, some of you 
rough men, we want them out oj here. I know there are no policemen here--they 
should lutve learned their lesson at Union Hall today. '' Then someone said, 

' There are one or two here now. ' , and the REV La WSON said, ' I still want you 
i to leave and you men know bow to do it. Just remove them. * At this time the 
injormers lejt the meeting. 

lebiuary 24,196b, City UJiclals went bito Chancery Court and obtained 
a broad bijunction against the strike jrom Chancellor Robert Hojjman which gave 
the City the right to seek Contempt oj Court citations against any leader of the 
Union who engaged in marches orother demonstrations and also prohibited the 
strike itselj. 
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tebruary (ounda^ 



on February 20,1966, one Sanitation Employee had his home vanaal- 

a«U injoJailon »»s tHat Black 

kaa came la Kcm„hic armed, jar ZTled ^^ 

T:,,. This icae cnecked cut. but Ike Black Muslims ue.c aal Mealed. 



/ ebTUUTV 20p 190^ (MoH4iu)fi _ 

on February 26,l9bH there was a ^urthVr^^^ 

Tbro^ Lo«;;r,5/^<«s and Cold- 
amith's Department Stores would be burned. 

SaaUattoa v/ark,rs\ ■• Keep ^‘>*ZlM^7M^PIer u,klch gaae frequent 
ga. • IM. march mu manltorea by a Police Be^ap^lMun h J U 

f^porl. a, la the side a^ ma^ af ^ Bryant. Sxecn- 

to continue jor the remainder oj t^ week oj^ eor^ y ^ f>. Swann of the 

Bryant had been overhead on Have got to mane this a 

Memphis Police Department making the remare, we nav a 

racial incident if we are to succeed. 

on the .aenjng of -^1 <*J" 

Association at ^ tSz Otown Negro Militant and ac- 

of Claybom Temple, noting JOHN B. • .. .. jquk g SMITE made 

tivist in the meeting called on hjm to all over CUy Ball. ’ He further 

after, speech, statins. "Wc shonid rZ^l^^ftoZt mtdnd beat the MhUs 

staled that prayer isas no w s<Md. ,, st. James. A.M. E. 

--^rjss: 

^riMesedTh^vTreMrUd la Ihu’r’^arm ' fo« da the praylns and ne-ll ad the 
rest. ' 



tehruarv 27. 196 J (Tuesday^ 

,k.r. mu bne^ZZ 

Of Ih. scabs who aure plchlns up ^ ‘"•>^\\ Zt‘^ t^mariiae In Memphis 
STOKNLEY CARMICHAEL and other black Militants were to a 

on February 28, 1968. 



i c6- uury ^7, 1'Jta.j { i’uvsuuj) 

ri/>f>ru.ihtiately JOO -itrike ^ympathistvs n.aickeu tu City Hull un 
2/21 /iik, and when they arrived at the City Council Cliarnbe) a, only 40 seats 
14/ere lejt, which they jilled, and the rest oj them remavied in the l ayer at 
City hall. Council Chairman JXjwhUHj PH YOU stated tuat the Council would 
conouct its reaular business ana that MU, JtUkY ^LiUt woula be given 30 
minutes ajter they jinished their business to go over the Union issues again. ^ ' 

Chancellor Uojjman had all oj the 23 aejenoants in the Injunction 
hearing ordered to his Court jor violation oj the injunction, and at 3:30PM Sherijj's 
deputies served these citations, and those in violation went to Judge HoJJman/’s 
Court, but Chairman Pryor promised that thcg^uncil would remain in session 
so that they could return and air their views. 

Sated at the City Council Meeting this date were Hk V. JAMES MOUliiS 
L/i^YSOSJU., MAXISE SMITH, REV. HESRY LOGAS STARKS, BAXTOS 
BHYAST, \VHITTIER SESGSTACKEJR. , and EDWARD HARRIS, photographers 
JOT the Tri State Dejenaer, JUDY DRAPER COULTER, long time CivU Rights 
activist, REV. DICK MOON, JUDGE BEH HOOKS, JIMMY SHEPHARD, REV. 

U. RALPH J AC KSOH , REV. MALCOLMH BLACKBURN, JESSE TURNER, O. W. 
PICKETT, CORNELIA CRENSHAW, O. Z. EVERS, REV. HAROLD MIDDLE - 
BROOK, JERALD FAN ION. REV. EZEKIEL BELL, REV. SAMUEL B.KYLE, 
ALVIN KING, MR.HERSCHEL EEIBLEMAN, oj O. E.O. , SAMUEL CARTER, 

REV. WILLIAM SMITH, REV. LOWE, the REV. T.C. LICHTEOOT, REV. AT- 
KINS, ROSETTA MILLER, and JACQUES WILMORE, Southern Regional Direct- 
or oj the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. The ministers were allowed 30 minutes 
to air their grievances. REV. WM. SMITH came to the platform and talhed 
about the history oj racial problems. REV. SAMUEL B. KYLES came to the 
platform and stated, ''We are surrounded by Police, who are really ready jot 
us. They have them all lined up around us in Emergency Cars ready to gas us 
again. We came peacejully and this is the greeting we get. Whose City Hall is 
this '/ We are being treated line criminals . They won't even let us use the 
rest rooms. " Then the REV. BEAUCHAAiP spoke saying tliat white men and 
negroes should get together and communicate. lOO) 

r 

The REV. JAMES MORRIS LA WSON JR., then spoke saybig that he 
wanted to talk about two kinds oj sticks, one, the stick of the Police Ofjicer 
which he used in his brutality against the black man, suppressing him in kis 
progress Jor the past 30u years. The other stick was that used by the wueels 
OJ the City Government wherein ij the stick oj L.aw Enjorcement did not suppress 
the black man then the stick oJ the Legislative boay did. He tnen stated that the 
group congregated iias a peaceful group, but pointing to the Police , he stated, 

"it appears that we are surrounded b)- the Gestapo. ’ He then make reference 
to vie February 23 incident inferring that the Police started the disturbance. 

He said he had been gassed three tinges trying to stop Police Brutality. JERRY 
WURE then returned to the Council Chambers and went over the 9 issues on re- 
cord, and mentioned that the dues checkojj uemag^gfl uy the Union was the crux 
of the matter. The meeting was then adjourned. 
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February 27, l$68(TuesJay) continued . 



On the night of February 27, 1968 a Maas meeting was held at 
St. Paul Baptist Church which $nas attended by 250 to 300 persons, where again 
the Rev SAMVEL B, KYLES, re-iterated his complaints oj being surrounded \ 
by the Police, and treated like cows. Be then maae the statement, ' ‘This was ^ 
a labor issue in the beginning, but it is a race issue now, and we are at war . " 

The Union heads were then introduced, and they $vere jollowed by 
the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, Associate pastor oj Clayborn Temple, C.At, E. 
Church. He too spohe against the Police, stating, *‘We are not violent. tVe come 
in peace. I7e want Justice. " He tum^ then to the audience and said, " / know 
you are proud that you are black, lam proud that I am uh ite. Everyone should be 
proud of what they are. " 

The REV. SAMUEL KYLE concluaed the meeting by saying, " ij they 
put the Union leaders in Jail, the preachers will have to take over. " adding. 

"if they put the preachers in Jail, then the members would come next. " 



February 28. iSSSfWednesdav) 

On February 28, 1968 a cache of dynamite was found at 859 N. Dunlap, 
and susbi^us cars were noted at the Democrat Road Sanitation Dump & Sub- 
station, ^ree C€ues of vandalism were reported at 630 Chelsea: 853 N. Dunlap, 
and 2867 Yale.^<^^> 

On February 28, 1968 at 3PM the Local NAACP sponsored a march 
from Clayborn Temple to C it y Ball, returning down Main Street from City Hall 
to Clayborn Temple again. 

On the night of February 28, 1968 there loas a Mass meeting at St.Jamee 
A. M. £. Church at 600 North Fourth for the Sanitation Strikers uhich was attended 
by approximately 300 people, who were addressed by BISHOP HAMLIN, REV.ROiYE, 
JERRY WURF, P. J. CIAMPA, WILLIAM LUCY, JOSEPH BAISLEY, TAYLOR BLAIR, 
JESSE EPPS, T.O. JONES, REV. RALPfi JACKSON, U. W. PICKETT, REV. E. L. 
BROWN, REV. E. C. LIGHTFOOT, REV. EZEKIEL BELL, REV. HERRON, DICK 
MOON, VASCO SMITH, BISHOP J. O. PATTERSON SR. , GERALD F ANION, REV. 
SAMVEL B. KYLES, MRS. THOMAS MATTHEWS, and the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE- 
BROOK, who repbrted that he had met with the young people Uuit ({ftemoon at Cen- 
tenary Methodist Church, and had received their committment to support the Sani- 
tation Strike, and that he would meet with the College Students on February 29, 

1968, and get their committmente. 

February 29, l968(Thur$dayi 

In the Commercial Appeal of February 29,1968, MAYOR HENRY LOEB 
reported that there were 3l7 men wording in the Sanitation Department, 108 of 
whom had never gone out on strike, and 62 workers who had returned to work, 
and 147 new men tdto had been employed since the etrike. 



-21 



lebruury 29. l9to (T hurs day) conUt\ ueo. 

iM Uie i-^ess iCimiiar oj 2/29/ots Mayor henry Loeb is reported to 
have preeeuUd an open letter to the Sanitation WorUe^s. rc -iterating tiiat a strhie 
by Public employees oms illegal, ana stating that ive are a f . 

Law. and that as Mayor he had sworn to uphola the Law. He jurther 
as a pre-condUion to any agreement, that the itri a must am. .\ ter tnese cun- 
ditions were mei he promised to set aown with the employers rspresenta 

tiven ana work out any aijjerences mat existed between Uien^. - 

on l ehruary 29,190- one banilation Kovner t-cceived a tliaojtenitig tele 
phone call, and one paper bay wan threat^n^a in Dixie Mali, I . ete was 

Ofl€ Oj VUH4UtliSf?i Qt 7ol t ly^stOf%€^ 

un tebruury 29,l9od there uhas also a Muss Aiarch y-arlicipaled in by 
the siudenle under the' leadership of the Ues.iiarolu Midaebroo^c on 
which iastea untii the stores ciouea., uttd at biSi)A-'M 21 mate and jemal g x^nthln 
teenagers and one male andjemaU witUe teenager, marched jram 
following the ^ame route as the mass March until they got to Main 
\une pichetted tnese stores an Main street until oiJOPM.Jocusing 

lion an GoldsmUhs, lerel d LowensUMs. aiut 

aid some oj liutm sbigDtg and chantmu. 'doit*t buy from that store no more. 113f 

There was a mass Meeting at Mt. l-isguh Chuurch at Park and Mareclml 
HeU OH the night oj February 29, 1966. There were approximately 200 people at 
this meeting. Ministers and nTL-CIO leaders addressed the 
PAJiluH ondanewx photographer f rom the Tri .itate Dejender. 

UAUtilb, were arreatea outside this meeting jor Jaywaleutg by two irajj^ 

which createa a aisturbance and a reaction j torn persons such as 

Local executive Director oj the tiAACP, and BAXl'OH Dfi'iAXT. bxccuttve 

tarv OJ Uie Tennessee Human lieUttions Council, who were present. Almost irnmed- 

lately following this arrest, members oj the Internal SecurUy Bureau inittated an 

investigation. 

The Investigation rejlectccf that the arresting ojjicers had used Poor 
Judgemont .and Uiey were charged with Heglect oJ JAity .and on 
AiorcA l,l9o8. Director FranA Holloman went to Division III oj City Court at 9AM 
bejore the lion. Judge Ray ChurchUl. and asked that Ootu the cliargos 
CLJiALL and against tr.R, disfh 4 

Police Department was h, error in this case. JUDCi- ClSUhCIilLL then oismissed 

the charges. 

Un February 29,1966 Union attomies asved Uutl the State Chancery Court 
Injunction against the Strike leaders be removed to U. S. District Court, because U 
violated iluiir ConslUulioHal Rights^ 

In an atiicle in U*e CommerciaL Appeal oj 4/b/6d, captioned ^ to ^ 
March Lvents. Shattered bv Sniper's Bullet. , it U indicated that on i-vbruary 29, 1966 
the Police arrested persons who rejusta to leave the Council Chambers, ajter a 
meeting in uhich the CouncU again refused concessions in the strike, is apparently 
in error, as Police Department Records do not reflect that any arrests were made 
at City Hall jor this reason on this date. 






I eaeral JuJ^e Huhti l Maciiae : ejasaa jurisuicthm ai tne JjetUion 
isaued by CtuxHcellor UoJJman againut thtt iJniuh Leaders, i'he l->ress icitni^r 
aj icuortcd that Judge Machae stated that he itad no jurisaiction in the 

.ianitation .itritte case, and ardered it remanded back to Chancellor JJot/nian s 
Court. Judge Macfiae Jurther stated, that in order > or a cast to be removed 
from State to federal Courts it must be shousi that the olaintijjs are be big denied 
a specific legislated right establishing racial equality. ® 

lucreass in lensioti wets noticeable on Aiarch l,l9ot> with J cases 
oj vujiaalisni reported as well as an attempted Arson at 7:'>3 Edith, jour cases oj 
threats and lutrasstr.eni to danitaiton sxy^hers, ana a uistto'bauce at Uollyuood 
and Cheisea oriented around the Sanitation Striae^ li/) as well as iutnors thm 
STOKELtY CARMICHAEL and other StiCC members tverc coming to Memphis. 

There was a march of 270 Striking Sanitation tvorkers at 3:20PM 
March 1,1903 from Clay bom Temple to City Hall, but It loas an orderly march 
and there were no incidents. 



Aiarck 2,l96t (Suturdavl • 



On March 2, 1966, The Tri-State Vejender. a meekly newspaper, 
circulated largely in the Negro Community in Memphis carried several articles 
on the incident involving the confrentation oj the Police L the- .'.'archers on Feb- 
ruary 23, 1966 under such captions as: BEING BEA TEN by COPS, calling the 
Police .xcHon oj that date vicious attacks by racist Volicev>en ou Bluet: Cituens 
and referring to this inctaent us one oj Police BtulalUy. In anothef urticie w 
this name issue written by Si^hittier /X.Seugstacke Jr. , and Ll6jiP.L> UJHiRlS 
under the caption, NEGRO COMMUNITY, L/.UCK, .MLMSTLJiS IV.Ch 5i.lA/r/l T/uA 
WOFKLRS, they reported that Local CUitens staged several marches during 
the week protesting Police Brutalitv^ and their syrnf atlty uith the "Sanitation 
Workers. This article fxrthcr reported that a Blue Print for buc.iUig the sani- 
tation workers had been adooied by 250 ministers tnetding at Mason Temple 
during the ween. 



On the same date, the M EM Phib 0‘1 L ij>, uuoUier ixegro u.ceiily 
publtsheu it* Aiemphis carried simitar ariicles uuaer suca ca,‘}lici:s as: iPRInlNG 
GARBAGE nUlxAEild BATTLE POLICE IN MEMPHIS. Ud 

in the Commercial Appeal oj March 2,1966 MAYOR HENRY LOEB 
is reported to have met with 7b Local Ministers on the strike siP^tJon, and is 
said to have reported the meeting to be friendly and productive. 

On March 2, l9od, J cases of Vandalism werd reported, and S cases 
Of threats and itarassment to Sanitation employees not on stri’-e. There tvas as 
well a fire at Fourth and Monroe believed to have been set by arsonists, ami 
rumors oj fires on Lunlap Street which did not materialize. 
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March Z, l96i,(contitiueaf 



On March 2,1968, 135 Negro and White students were led in a 
march Jrom Claybom Temple to Main Street by the liev. Henry Logan 
Starks, where they picbetted various businesses until approximately 1PM 
when they returned to Claybom Temple. 

At 3PM, March 2, 1968, 338 striking Sanitation workers marched 
Jrom Claybom Temple to City Ball and back between 3;30PM and 5PM. Both 
oj these marches were orderly. 

March 3. 1968 (SundtBP 

Though March 3, 1968 was a Sunday, Vandalism continued, 8 specific 
cases were reported along with a garbage barrel fire at 1440 Menager. 

There was a meeting at the Parkway Cardens Presbyterian Church, 

OH the topics The Reason Minority Groups Dislike the Police, at 9;30AM March 
3, 1968. The Rev. Ssekiel Bell, peutor, preeided, and Del. £. E. Redditt of the 
Memphisa Police Departmt^xatdwae present and attempted to explain f^lice 
responeibiUties and aetione, but m«u asked such questions as, "How frequent- 
ly are Police Officers psycho -analyzed, " by obviously unfriendly persons at 
the meeting such as JUDY COULTER, FW, a long time Civil Rights worker. 

It was apparent that REV. EZEKIEL BELL, tolerated Det. Redditt, but was not 
unduly pleased about having him at the meeting. The meeting was attended by 
approximately 3 Male Whites, 12 Female Whites, and approximately 27 Male 
and Female Negroes, 

There was a meeting March 2, 1968 at the A. M. E, Church on West 
Shelby Drive in Shelby County, of Ministers and StrVte sympathisers. One of 
the speakers at this meeting was ROSETTA MILLER, Field Representative of 
the U. S. Civil Rights Commission, who stated, that she had been called a female 
RAP BROWN, and a sister to STOKELEY CARMICHAEL, but she stated that 
she believed in Non-Violence but believed in Sfeaking up. Referring to a Chines 
Grocer, with whom the Negro c^ieens in that area had been having trouble, as 
he was impolite to them, she stated: ' You black people better wake up and get 
together, just as the Sanitation Workers have brought Memphis together, it is 
going to take all of us uniting together to get the needed results, because the 
white man is not going to hand you anything, particularly on an individual basis. 

- -then referring back to the Chinese Ciocer, ' I am saying the Chinaman is goitti 
to leave, if I have to do U myself. '* 128) 

REV, JAMES MORRIS LA WSON.JR. was also a speaker at this meetin, 
the first reputed in Shelby County, and spoke of the Minister's alliance, <md 
caked per eons at the meeting to boycott Downtown Stores, Loeb Enterprises, 
and the Commercial Appeal and Frees Scimitar, and asked for total black in- 
volvement. 
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march $ 4. l908(Muniiay ) 



• The Commercial Appeal oj March 4. 1968 reported that an hour 

Goebel SifUiUm teas planned jor that date at Mason Temple. 988 Mason, 
spon^or^hy Ihe Concerned CitUeni Committee j or Sanitation Workers and 

their jamilies. 

Oh March 4. 1968 jour cases oj vandalism iverc 
whtcn ivere directed unainst Loeb Enterprises, and ‘ « i 

between 7 ami 17 pickets jr^archea injront oj tlie Loeb s Lamidiy at Lauder- 

aal€ and Soutn Parkway. 

There were two marches on March 4.1968. At 3;45PM - 334 Sani- 
taiion Workers marched single jUe in an orderly Jashion Jrom 
Temple to City BaU and back. This march 

AesecZ march involved 43 Male White and 
avers who marched on Main Street between 6:46 PM ana 7:3t^M pickeUing 
Zrio^s businesses. Only one incident is >'ef>rted. that % 

the picket on Main at Madison who threatened and cursed L emale Segro cus 
tamers coming out o/ Walgreens. Bo arrests were made. 

on the night oj March 4,l9o8 at 7:3UPM there was a mass meeting 
at the hustem Star Church at 1334 Exchange. Ministers 
addressed Uie group. Notable among the 

BELL, wlio stated. "You know I always ^layalic is a lie ^ 

to be a better cUv to live in^ or there won*i b f no MemphU - 

r^ies from the aLience at thi s time. ' We wul burr* K. 

EZEKIEL BELL retorted, ’ We can do that The REV. 

STARES, head o, the Net^ Minister’s allUmce then spoee: 

at tlie City CouncU MeetUig they mmie a believer out oJ me. %^rch 

ihe same as the Mayor did. We are going to start ”^rchtng 

^ at 1^30 PM are noing to thi:s meeting. I hey aic not goug J 

t «4 ,oi^ >a ./ay u«/« //..y - 

our SanitatioH problem. *' 133) 

IT Li NOTABLE . that JOHN B. SMITH, notorious local black 
„,UUmt. a/.J several uj hU, Invaac,, were al Me e.eelU^ wul l^eeu out ^ 
copies OJ Ajro -American Brotherhood Speaks, (BlacK TJtesis, \u . , . 



MARCH 5.1908 f Tuesday) 



The Commercial Hppedoj 3/5/6S carried a story under the 
caption: MAYOR iV JULY OF PARLEY PLAJirm which reported that there was 
some talk oj a Mediation Hoard to be Jormed jor the Sanitation Strike which was to 
be composed oj one member oj the City Government, one representative oj Or- 
ganised Labor and an Impartial Third Party. The purpose oj the Board ivas to 
assist in Governmental Employee Relations. 

The Press Scimitar of 3/5/bd carried a story unaer the caption 
of: STRIKt CROWD ALtJiTS POLICE AT CITY HALL. This was the story of 
the arrest of 121 Strike Sympathisers when they refused to lave the City Council 
Chambers. The story went on to say that the Strike Dispute was back in Chan- 
cery Court after a federal Judge had rejused jor the second iinte to intervene. 

The story goes on to report tltat there were 200 Policemen in the building, and 
that the City Hall had been ringed with lOO Sherljf’s Deputies, and states that 
the mass arrests capped the boisterous ending oj the Council Sessions on that 
date. The meeting Is reported to have been punctuated with angry outbursts, 
cheering, singing and at times profanity. 

The rowdiness came at the end uj a day that saw strike activity 
also going on bt the Courts, in the Union Ball, and in the Streets. Those arrest- 
ed voluntarily marched out of the Council Cltambers tivo abreast under Police 
escort, and between solid lines of Policemen, stretching jrom City Hall to the 
Police Station. All arrested parties were l*ooked on City and State Charges oj 
Disorderly Conduct, tnen released without botia about two hours later. 

The arrests jollowed an abrtdpt aajoumment oj the City Council 
in the middle of an emotional address by the RLV. EZEKIEL BELL. The minister 
attacked the Council jor o;ot suppottlng the Sanitation Workers. He is quoted as 
saying, '7 say you men have no backbone. " Hen then shook his jinger at the 
Councilmen and said, ”And you are all going to hell. ’ .-U //<iv poPit Councilman 
Oatelson grabbed the microphone and shoJJed , jlushed and angrily, "Mr. Bell, Mr. 
Bell, we have listened to you patiently. Either you spea^. to us with respect, or 
/ will move jor adjournment. " To this the RLV. HELL retorteu, " Ij I insult you 
by telling you tne truth, I can't help it. I aon't line rats. I don't like blaca rats. I 
don 't like white rats, " The Councilthen adjourned with much dissent from the 
audience. 



At this point Asst. Chief Henry Lux walked calmly to Mne front 
of the room amid a throng oj milling Negro Ministers andMsaid over a bull horn, 
"We don 't want any trouble, and we don 't anticipate any trouble. I: you choose to 
stay you will be ul Violation of a City Ordinance and a State Law. " Chief Lux 
then gave the group 30 minutes to leave. He repeated this order again in a calm 
voice. During the 30 minutes REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON began organuing 
the method in which the group would submit to arrest, with the crowd chanting. 
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MtlRCU LuttiuTuesda v) continued. 



’ We want jail. " Several Negro ministers urgea those who did not wish to 
be arrested to leave, and many of them did.^^ 

While the Sanitation Workers and Sympathiset s were marching 
across tJie Street to City Jail a group of pickets who haa ueen outsiae the 
Council Chambers marched Itack to Claybont Temple, where the militant 
young Negroes were hatbyg a meeting. 

UA March o,t9i>S, one home oj a sanitation wori-'er teas set ajire 
at I5b4 Standriiige by a Molotov cocktail type firebomb. 

i olio wing this mass arrest Maxine Smith, Executive Director of 
the Local Ctuipter of the N.A.A. C. P. lodged a complklnt toith Director of 
Eire and Police Frank C. Holloman, asking him to take action against Police- 
men and Policewomen who humiliated the Negro women who were atrested. 

Mrs. Smith charged that Police ojficers called Negro women by tl^ first names 
/ and even made her stana with men in a washroom usea by men. 

^ I Mr. Holloman said the reason Mrs. Smith was called ’Maxine" in- 

' j/ / stead of ‘Mrs. Smith '' was because she was booked as Maxine Smith in accord- 

^ once %uith generally accepted policy. "The policy oj booking persons in the jail 

has always been to use the first, middle, and last names and not to Include Mr. 
or Mrs, regaraless of race, creed or economic position oj the prisoner. ’ He 
further added, ' OJ the 119 arrests moae, we have received complamts from 
three arrestees. One complained that whkn his property was returned to hint, one 
stick of chewing gum was missing. One stated a sceew was missing from her 
eyepc -glasses. The third constitutes your complaint, "he told Mrs. 'Smith. He 
said, ' Bitterness ana iuUe for whutcvet reason will surely never solve any 
pToblem regardless of its origin. 1 would enlist the cooperation of your organ- 
ization to join in facing the future arfil working with reason, temperance and 
good will to make ours a better society with equal opportunity for all. ’ 142} 



M.ARCH 6,l96d f\Vedn€sday} 

On March 6,l9bb, Cfuitwellor Hoffman held the seven lop Sanita- 
tion Union Leaders in Contempt of a Court Order and gave each 10 days in Jail, 
and a $50. 00 fine, but said they could purge themselves by calling off the four 
week strike. 

IT IS WORTHY OF NOTE that the copies of Ajro Americans Speak, 
Black Thesis, Vol. 1, No. 7, carries on the last page a description of how to 
prepare Molotov Cocktails for use in riots. 
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MARCa 6. 1968 tWedn^tday) continued 



On March 6, 1968 the harassment of Loeb Enterprises continued 
with four cases of Vandalism reported, and two groups of pickets reported, 
one participated in by the REV, MALCOLM BLACKBURN. There were in 
all 17 reports of Vandalism and Threats to Sanitation Workers on March 6, 
1968. 146) 

On March 6,1968 the REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK and ED 
CARTER, a Male Whits, came to Director Holloman's office with the 
plaint that the handle had been removed from a drinking /duntain on the 6th 
floor at Central Police Headquarters to keep the Sanitation workers from 
having a drink. It dsvebpad that this particular fountain on tfte 6th floor had 
never been connected, and that this cfnrge was drummed up to aggravate 
Police, Black Community relations. ^46) 

furthermore on March 6, 196S C. O. M. E. ( Community on the Move 
tor Equality) a group which grew out of the Minister's Allicance during the ^ 
Garbage Strike published a circular trying to call the shooting oj PatUm 
son. Male Negro in a burglary on the night oj March 2, 1968, the result of his 
having marched with the Sanitation workers on the morning of March 2, 1968, 
calling for Marchers to take his place. 147) 

At 4:30PM March 6,1960, an unruly march of lOO Negro and Male 
White teenagers started at Claybom Temple, pie march was led by a Male 
White asid a Male Negro carrying a placard which read: 'Justice is dead in 
Memphis. " They were followed by 6 Male Negroes carryuig a coffin. Other 
placards in the march readr Your Kingdomemay bum doun. King Henry, " 
Marchers becatne boisterous at City Hall, and placed the cojfin at the top of 
the stairs and formed behind it, while the REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK 
and the REV, MALCOLM BLACtSURN took out their Bibles and performed 
a mock burial ceremony, over Justice and ALi YOR LOEB. At this time the 
REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK stated that the teenagers would march every 
day from this point on. 148) 

There was a Mass Meeting at duvbofn Temple at 7; Jo f'Ai on March 
e.lpbt,. .!< t)iis meetbis the REV. JAMES MOHKli LA tiSO N made the follow - 
i nu remarks: "I don't so atone with violence, but if viol ence does come don't 
tear uk your otm ncMiborhooda like they did in New York, New Jersey and 
Detroit. I uxm't destroy my neighborhood. That is where I live and I have to_ 
make the best of it. If wu must have vtolence take it out East around Mayor 
Loeb's house. * 
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MARCH. 7. 1968. (Thursday) 

Th0 United States Sixth Circuit Court oj Appeals in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, wae asked to determine ij the Federal Courts should 
Constitutionality oj the injunction issued by Chancell<^ Robert Hojjman 
aaaiiist the Sanitation Workers Strike. Union Attomtes made another 
appeal in the State Courts, citallennUiti auxncellor HojJtnan ^ 

Union Leaders were in conlempt oj his injunction because oJ theii 

strike activities. 

Vandalism continued on March 7, 19CJ with 12 instances bein^ 
recortea, tour oj tJtich were directed at Loeb LtUerprises. There 
08 well 3 threats to Sanitation workers, ana a garbage Jtre repor e . 

Mareh 7, 1968, Det. E. E. ReddUt. a Negro Detective with the 
ComtnunUy RelaMons Bureau oj the Memphis 

proached outside of Claybom Temple by Rosetta f had7ta^d 

alive oj the'U.S. Civil Rights Commission, who stated that 

outside the Temple to wmm him not to etiter because he ^ 

ness stand against tue Sanitation Strikers in Juuge Hajjman * 

he entered he would meet with bodily harm. 

E.L. BROWN, REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK, and kEV. 

had all talked about him, implying that he teas not the type oj Negro that 

was needed, 

On March 7, 1966 as well in ,tront oj Claybom Temple, Fttmn. 

intelligence assignment, was approached by ^OoETTA MILLER ojt^ 
U.S. Civil Rights Commission and well known local black 
told RICHMOND that she knew he was selling them out by combv 
meetings, and said ij he appeared at anymore 
woula get up and point him out to the audtence. 

very roughk boys that would lay him up in the hospital for 6 months or 

pher sou ,!U mmli /i*. to ,Mot «m t^rselj. tor a p^aon 
who woaUmbach aiul sttilch to the Mayor or the white johue wool was 
said at the meetings was no better than the white joUs themselves. She 
stated the white joins were only using him. 

There were two marches on March 7, 1968. 'Jhe jirstwaa a 

loud, boisterous and diwtorderly march oj n?!fm d^IDDLE 

Nesro teenagers, and one Male Whitt, led by the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE- 

BROOK, who were shouting, "Down 

Spraying Cops . ' The second march was led by the MORRIS 

LA WSON JR. , and it was a peaceful and orderly march. 
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March B.l9ttb ( Friday> 



The Press bcimitar of March i>,l90b reported that Picaets 
had staged a Sit-Down across the entrance at he Garbage Pick up Site 
at 2432 Democrat ltd. App'oxinately !2 Sanitation Sh'ike'‘s and Sympa- 
thisers .^at down at the front entrance, but gut up and moiled on order 
of the Police. There tvas no violence. The I*ress Scimitar reported 
as well that there were aPproxUnatily o jires in traek cans in Ute South 
ena oj town over a widely scattered area. Director Prain Holloman 
attributea this activity ana other vandalism to the inflamatory sort of 
addresses being given the youth involved in the Sanitation Striiie by 
Local Ministers^^^^ 

On Friday March 8, 1968 the Wall Street Journal ran an article 
on the Memphis Sanitation Strike entitled: GARBAGE STRIKE PILES 
UP HEGRO UMl'Y. This article was written by Norman Pearls tine. He 
concludes his article with the statement: 'M'latever Ms virtues, the Mayor 
(BHNR y LOEBi clearly has ciiosen to make the garbage strike a major 
confrontation. In so doing he has given the Civil Rights Movement here, 
the catalyst it has needed. No one knows when the strike will end or who 
will win it, but the far more important issue now is whether the Ministers 
and other Civil Rights Leaders tvill remain united, and energetic after it 
over. ' 




\ 





Oti Friday, March S, 1968 a reliable intelligence source report- 
ittg on tile Youth March for March 7,19C3 stated that at 4FM 76-100 teen- 
agers, mostly young females t^attwred at the iuinltnurn Salary Building at 
Claybotn Temple, where unaer the direcliun of a ren.ale Negro named 

P/i I (May weather) they muue piacaras reading: • Garbage is no problem, 

Loeb is a problem. This is our City Too. ' When they got to City Hall they 
were addressed by the RhV. HAROLD MlDDLEBROOK, Youth leader, who 
stated, "Today we are bringing up empty garbage cans, but if nothing is 
done, we will bring up so much garbage, that he(Mayor Loeb) will not be 
able to sidy in here jor all the rats. " They hud been advised before the 
maren, by the young iemale Colored in charge at the Minimum Salary 
building to play li cool uud^op^etve uU Irajjic tuib», utiu give the I oHce 
no cause to arrest them. 



IvTy 



MARCH 9.1968/ Saturday) 

On Saturday, March 9, 1966 the Press Scimitar carried a story, 
cautioned: 75 SANITATION TRUCKS ROLLING— Record for Strike Period. 
The article further related tiat Sanitation Department supervisors reported 
that approximately SO Strike Sympathisers and Strikers went to the Democrat 
Rd. Dump that date and heckled workers jor 2 hours. This newspaper 
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MARCH H.l968(Mondav> 

On Monday, March 11, 1968, the jollotvin^ article tvaa printed 
iu the Mobile Press, under the caption: PRULONGED GARBAGE STRIKE 
COULJj SPREAD DISEASE and CA USE RjXCIAL VIOLCRCE, The arHcle 
contained an outline of events in the Memphis Sasitatian Strike and further 
stated: ’’Civil Rights leaders have said the demons tratiems (in Mem phis) 
will not stop even when the strike settled. They termed the strike only 
the catalyst which united the City’s Negroes, about 40% oj the population, 
and promised the drive would continue for other goals including increased 
employment opportunities and better housing. ” 1^5) 

The Press Scimitar of 3/11/68 carried the storg: TWO ARRESTED 
at SCHOOL Ui garbage STRIKE EEEORT. The story goes on to relate 
that two youths went into the Cafeteria at Carver High and attempted tatsuecese 
fully to persuade students to join the March. They were ordered to leave the 
cafeteria by school ojfieials but instead they sat down on the floor and were 
subsequently arrested, they were identified as JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, 
Male Negro 20, oj 1279 Petuisylvania, and WILLIE JAMES JENKINS, Male 
Negro 18, oj SO West McLemore. They were charged uith Resisting Arrest 
and a State Charge of Disorderly Conduct. ^ ' 

There were only two cases of vandalism reported on March 11, 
1966, Put a Demonstration oj approximately 17 strikers and sympathisers 
led by REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, the REV. EZEKIEL BELL, and the 
REV. HENRY LOGAN STARK::*, was staged at the Detuocrat Road Dump. 

There was no violence and no arrests were nuiue but the demonst^tors 
cursed atui threatened Uie Sanitation Worriers and ihe Police. 

On March 11,1968 a throw-aicay leaflet was circulated at North- 
side High school advocating a matpsive tvaU^out by Urn students at 12 Noon 
to join the marchers at Claybom Temple, These leajlets were passed out 
by MURRAY AUSTIN ERVIN, Male Negro who tvas president oj the Setior 
Class at Norlhside, aiul a Male Negro /xLEJi JOHNSON. When approached 
by an Intelligence ofjicer of the Memphis Police Department, ERVIN stated 
the White Rower :itmctw^e in Memphis ii-us behind all lue Ivouble, and stated 
that the black majority at Norlhside High School u>as against the white Power 
Structure, 16S) 

IT IS WORTHY OF NOTE: that at 12:30FM March 11,1968 a 
large group of studants from Norlhside High School marched to Clay^m 
Temple, ted by jive Male Negroes between the ages of 18 and 22.^ ' 



MARCH 11. 1968/Mondav) conlitiuea. 




The regular march on March 11,1968 consisted oj jrom 150 to 
175 Male amt Female Negroes led jrom ClaybomTemple by the REV, U, 

RjiL PH JACKSON. However, approximately 26 Jeet behind this orderly 
march, a group of 125 to 160 young Male and Female ^^Srojs who tvere 
marching /our abreast, and shouting " Down with Loeb" and -We Hate 
thouxh cautioned d^aui their behavior by the Police Department to regroup and 
march single file, this- group remained disorderly and had to 
bach to Claybom Temple by Capt.John F.Molnar, Lt. York and Police 

Department Squad Cars. Upon returning to the Temple, RE V. EZEKIEL 
BELL, and H. RALPH JACKSON, were observed by CaPt.Molnar and Lt. Yor^ 
congratulating the young people on t h eir return jor their ° ~ 

seUing CaPLMobuir^ Lt.Yorh. these mini sters turned to them ^ 

• "We don't like you. What time do you go off dut y ? We will be bach after 



MARCH 12.1968 f Tuesday) 



An article published in the Commercial Appeal on March 12, 

1968 under the caption: NEGRO PASTORS TAKE REINS AS GARBAGE STRIKE 
LEADERS IN SiVlTCH Tu RACIAL PITCH, written by Joseph Sweat, notes 
that this change in leadership has been subtle, and/or a number oj reasons: 
the main one being Hutt Union Leaders were too bottled up by Court de^ees 
to do much leading. THE REV. H. RALPH JACKSuN <s quoted as saybtg: 

" I have become a Union leader. ' REV. EZEKIEL BELL is quoted as saying: 

' ^Vhen 98^ of the men involved in a dispute like this are black, then you have 
a racial matter whether you like it or not. " REV. \kM. SMITH is quoted 
as saying. " You know that if these men did not have black faces, you already 
would have found a way to settle this thing. " REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON 
JR. , is quoted as saying: ' All right if you want to leave it to 
upstairs {Mayor Henry Loeb) and say you don't have a ny responsibility in this 
thing. go ahead. Then the black Ministers will jtd t go fishing, and let wl>gL 
hatOeM in this town iust happen. " JESSE TURNER, President oJ the local 
Chapter ot the N.A.A. C. P. has asserted the interest oj his organization in 
the strike and luis publicly taken up the Civil Disobedience theme and urged 
Negroes vnur garbage down here and dumb it on MamStlxeL 



On March 12, 1968 there were reports of Sanitation tvorkers being 
cursed on their trucks and oj a Sanitation worker being threatened at his 
home. There was a Bomb threat at Booker T. Wa^ington High School, and 
a shooting at Claybroob and Parkway but no one teas injured. There were 
also three cases oj strike oriented vandalism reported on 
There was further a rumor abroad that out oJ town agitators from Atlanta 
and Ctncago would arrive in Memph^to create a planned disturbance over 
the weekend of March 16-17, 1968. 
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AiABCH 12.l966(Tue$day) continued. 



On March 12, 1966 - 18 Demonstrators were led to the Dump on 
Democrat road by the REV, HENRY LOGAN STAR'RS, and a Male Negro 
named JOYNER, believed to be REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN’S assistant. 
However, this demons trattm. was orderly. 

Students Jrom Douglas High School on this date, broight copies 
oj a teajlet similar to that distributed at Northside High, calling for students 
to participate in a march to Claybom Temple at 12 Noon on March 13, 1966. 176) 

While being bi erviewed by officers of the Intelligence Section, 

JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, and WILLIE JAMES JENKINS, brought out that 
they had been sent to Carver High School, by the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE- 
BROOK, who was in charge of the Youth Demonstrations for C, O, M, E. 176) 

MARCH 13.1968 (Wednesday) 



Oh March 13,1968 the Press Scimitar carried a story under the 
caption: CITY COUNCIL REJECTS BID FOR DUES CHECKOFF. T)ie story 
reports that the City Council blocked Councilman J. U. PaA TTERSON’S at- 
tempt to pass an ordinance allowing jor a dues checkojf, and did not allow 
him to call jor a vote on a separate resolution which brought vocal reaction 
from PA TTERSON and a walkout by approximately 300 strikers and .strike - 
sympathisers who were at this meeting. Ajter the Walkout it was announced 
that ROY \kILKINS, and BAYARD RUSTIM would be the Jirst of a group of 
nationally known Civil Rights leaders to visit Memphis in the days to come. ITT) 

On this same date. Die Commercial Appeal carried a story by 
Joseph Sweat, St^/f Writer, under the caption: ROY WILKINS, BAYARD RUSTIM 
Due Here to Support Strike. Thia story revolves about the walkout from the 
City Council Meeting and qutes the RE K JAMES MORRIS LA WSON JR. , as 
saying, "This wilt be the first of a whole series oj people coming in here from 
all over the Country to help you march and lead you on to Victory. ' Ministers 
stated that strike leaders bave grown weary of submitting their case to the 
City's elected of jicials. 1^°' 

On March 13,1968 three cases of vandalism were reported, cmd 
the trash in a garbage truck servicing Charjean School was set afire in the 
truck. Furthermore garbage was thrown bt the street at /• lorida and Parktvay, 
and there were pickets bt front of the Loeb Enterprises at 822 Thomas and 
at Chelsea and tdanassas, but there was no report oj trouble at these locations. 
It IMIS further reported this date that the children at Porter Junior High School 
and at Booker T. Washbigton High School had been threatened that they would 
rcgeet it ij they did not participate bt the student marches led by the REV. 
HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK. I T9) 
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MARCH I3.l9 i) d (WedneatiaT^ ctmHmt0d, 

At 12:£0PAt March 13,1968 1/0 teenagers were led by the 
REV, E, L, BRUWH from CUiybom Temple to City Halt, and Hpon the return 
trip about 50 o/ Oda group separated from the Main group, and one of thia 
group attached an elderly Male White on Second Street. This splinter group 
led by the REV, ULYSSJ^ GRANT and the REV, JOYNER rejoined the main 
group at Heale and Hernando, and when Memphis Police Department S<p 4 ad 
cars passed in front of Claybom Temple , they yelled to the officers, "We 
dare you to come hUo the Church. • The REV HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK is 
reported to have said to this group upon their return, "We have eone uP there 
and prayed they would change their minds. It they don't by tonight, they will 
wish they had, " IIK^ 

At 3:25PM a second march of 30-40 students was led from Clay- 
bom Temple, aid this march was followed by approximately 125 adulte. There 
were no incidents involved in this march, but after the group returned to 
Claybom Temple they m re addreeeed by REV EZEKIEL BELL, who carried 
on a tirade against the City Cotmcil calling them "Jackasses. " 181) 



MARCH 14, 1968 (Thursday) 

ROY WILKINS, execMive JAreettom, of the National Association 
for tka Advancement of Colored People, and BA YARD RUSTIM of the A. Philip 
Randolph Inetiiuta encouragad eanUation workere and their enpportera in epeechea 
to an sstimatad 9000 parsons gatherad at Mason Templa on March 14, 1968. 

On March 14, 1968 in the Press Scimitar there was a story under 
the caption: 6 ARE ARRESTED BLOCKING GARBAGE TRUCKS. 6 Sanitation 
Strike SympatUsersr were arreeted when they blocked the road to the entrance 
to the Democrat Road Dump. Two of those arrested Jtad been arresied earlier 
in the strike and placed on 60 day probation by Judge CHURCHILL. They were: 
REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, and WILLIE JAMES KIMP of 1016 Palermo. 
After the arrest the other demonstrators left. Tltis same story reports tluxt 
MAYOR LOEB, foltouing a meeting at an Industrial Exliibition al Memphis State 
University was faced wlthagroup of more than 100 youths, protesting the garbage 
strike. Be spoke to them and invited them to the CUy Council Meeting on Thurs- 
day. 



On March 14, 1968 garbage trucks picking up garbage at Douglas 
High were met with a barrage of bottles from the students. 30 people were 
arreeted at 3rd and Pontotoc and charged with a State Charge of Disorderly 
Conduct foUowing an encounter of Marchers with Garbage trucks at Vuti location. 
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AinJiCi! i-i, Vjfii: ^TIutr‘Sii<x\} cunlinued. 



lietue&n 51 Ai outd J;iiorAi U{/pyo^ intaieli hc tey-tiagcrs 
niur'Cli6U jYOti: Clo^bot'it Ttnipld iu Handy' Piiy.-i tuiu Cout'l difUut £ ivhtiye 
tfiey bYOke up w small groups and returned to Claybom Temple at ap- 
proximately G;30PA1. tS5t 



MARCH 15. i968fTridavi 

In the Press SclnMar ot AJarcU lb, V9Cj a ■itoyy appeared 
under the caption: GRAND JVH Y US' UiCTS 6 CutRUAGL STtWih JUPFORT 
I'iiS. The story goes on to relate that the 3 Garbage dtrUte oupporters ar- 
rested on February 23,1968 in front oj Goldsmith's Department Store hi 
the incident where a Squad Car axis rocked, and Place had to be used to dis- 
perse the crowd, the Grand Jury returned a 2-Coimt indictment against each 
of the agendas on the charge oj : PROWLING « TRA YELLING FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF INTUdlDATOiG CITl2ENS(Nightridhig) and DISORDERLY 
CONDUCT. 



K/ 

V 

^\t/y 



This article jurther reported that City Jiiige BhRNIE 
EINAIAN ruled that charges for the arrest of 13 adults and 17 teenagers 
at 3rd anti Pontotoc where an attempt was made to bloat a Sanitation Truck 
were legal arrests. However, he decided to tvait until the following Tues- 
day to decide whether to hold these subjects to the State on Disorderly Con- 
duct Charges. - This same date hi Judge Churchill's Court, CHARLES 
BALLARD, and JOHN B. SMITB, well-known local black activists were 
released on probation by JUDGE CBURCBILL Jollowhtg charges placed 
against them. This same date the REV. MALCOLM BLA.CKBURN was 
held to the State on a $500. 00 bond, for DISORDERLY CONDUCT and CON- 
SPIRING TO INTERRUPT COMMERCE. 



hi another articli in the Press Scimitar under the 
caption: STiilliEHS TOLu TO BE Pe.ACET UL, isireclor oj Fire and Police 
FRANK C, HOLLOMAN is reported to have complained that the Courts 
\J being too lenient on those arrested in Strike incidents. He is quotea 

us saytng: I am not trying to run the Courts, out / have my responswiiities. 

I am^ going to uischarge my to tue City oJ Aiemphis ana leave the Courts 
Ui aiscMirge theirs. " 167) 

. ... On March 15,1968 there were 8 threats to Sanitation workers 
reported, ^ ana three inciaents of strike oriented Vandalism as well us 
j one attempt arson, ^69) i>urthemtore Molotov Cocktails were used to start 
garbage Jirea at Hernando and Vance, and weapons were confiscated at 
Porter Junior High School, and Booker P. Washhigton High :>clioci, ajier siu^ 
dents there were threatened ij they did not participate in the marches. 
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MARCH Lb. 1968 (Fridas 



On March 15, l£)6S at 6:07PM approximately WO teenagers, 
Male and lemale conducted a loud and boisterous march down Main Street, 
eud pichetted Goldsntith'e JJepartment Store, chanting: " Up with htgram, 
JUotm with Loeb. ", and as they returned to Claybom Temple, ' Bum , 
Memphis, Bum." 



MARCH 16,1968 tSaturday) 

Oh March 16, 1966, the Commercial Appeal carried a story 
written by George Bryan under the caption: Truancy Crackdown Ordered 
by Judge to Curb Rowdyism tn Garbage Strike Marches. The story goes on to 
report that Juvenile Judge Kemeth Thmer, issued an Order direct^ the 
Mice to arrest ail youths younger than 16 found on the Streets during 
gular school hours. This order was clearly intended to curb rowdy youths, 
many under IS, who have marched on the Downtown Streets in Sympathy 
with the 6-weeh old Sanitation Strike. Director of Fire and Police Frank 
Holloman is quoted as stating: "They will be arrested no matter what they 
are doing and charged with truancy. " 193it 

On March 16, 1966 there were three instances of Vandalism re- 
ported and * f9^te of three tbreoUe against Sanitation workers and local 

businesses, 

At 9;dOAM 100 adults and 20 small children were led bt a March 
from Claybom Temple to CUy Hall by the REV. RALPH JACASOH,A the REV. 
HENR r LOCAL STARRS. There were no incidents. At JQAM the REV. HAROLD 
MIDDLEBROOK and a group of 26 teenagers set out to picket East Gate Shopping 
Center, and later Southgate Shopping Center, and at 10:66AM 60 teenagers 
pichetted the Poplar Piaaa Shopping Center, 

InjomuxtioH received on March 16,1966 that Police calls 
were being monitored on both frequencies by C. O. M, L.fCommunity an 
the Move for Equality) and the Mbiister's Association. 

At 6;30PM pickets in front of Goldsmith's Department Store, 
attacked a Female Negro Customer coming from the store. 
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MAJ iCh 17.WCS{Sundav) 

Oh March l 7 ,l 9 C<>CSutuuxv> The Cutrtmercial Appeal carried a 
slory under the caption: KING TO LEND VOCAL SUPPOR TAT STRIKE 
BALL Y, The €$tiicle reported that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, , teould apeak 
to a Maas Meetinn Mon^'i nUtht March 18, 19SC in support oj the Memphis 
SanUation StrUie. Thia atory alao reported that jortr youths had been ar- 
rested in Clayborn Temple tt/ter a Molotov Cocktail had been ihrotvn in a 
nearby grocery. The story also reported that ^CA YOR HENR Y LOBB had 
proposed a re/erendum In August as to whether the City should allow dues 
checieijj jer Sunttatioii workers. MAYOR LO£B saie he would not agree to 
demands for a check~ojf unless the rejerenduui showed that a majority oJ 
the City's residents favirred a chech-off, 

Oh Sunday March 17, 1968 The Community on the Move /or Equal- 
ity (C. O. M. E.) publisfted a Jour page netvs^Per, called the C. O. M. B. 

Appeal, In support of the Garbage Strike. 

On March 17,1968 there were jour cases of Vunaaltsm reported, 
and a report of the harassmetil of a temale ^uile, oy a group oj Male Ne- 
y groes on I rout Street, who shouted ' Isiacn Power' to her, as they passed 
her car and pointed a pistol at her. 

There was also a Eire bomb ihrotm on 3/17/68 at 977 Driver, 
and a strike oriented Aggravated Assault at Manassas and North Parkway. 

\j There were as well many rumors of trouble makers flowing into Memphis 

from the North. There was also a disturbance at 2275 Marble where 203 , 

25 Male Negroes gathered around a Garbage Truck and had to be dispersed. 

There were also b pickets led by an adult Female Negro in f 7 ont 
oj the New Public Library at. 135 E, Norwood, scheduled to open 3/18/68. 

f 

MARCH 18.l968(Monday> 

'Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. told an estimated 13. 000 
cheering persons at Masoti Temple that they should consider a work stop- 
page if their demands were not met in the strike. He promised to return 
to Memphis at a later date, and lead a Massive March for the strike, and 
asked that all persons in sympathy with the strike to stay away from wrh , 
and asked students to stay away from school, on March 22, 1966. 
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MARCH 18.l968f Mornkty) continued. 



Th«r* wer* thrM casts oj strike oriented vandalism re- 
ported on March 18, 1968, 

On March 18,1968 the Following Southern Cltrietian Leader- 
ship Conjermce personnelfSCLC) registered in the Lorraine Motel: 

OR. MAR TIN LUTHER KING JR., & REV. RALPH D. ABERNA TH Y in 
Room 306. : BERNARD LAFAYETTE in Room 314; REV. ANDREW 
YOUNG, in Room 303; REV. JAMES L. BEVEL in Room 301, MR. JAMES 
HARRISON, 0/ Atlanta, Ga. in Room 306: BRIG CABE, Official photo- 
grapher for S. C. L. C. in Room 304; W. RUTHERFORD of Atlanta, Ga. , 
in Room 312; DOROTHY F. COTTON, Secy to DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. , iiUioom 307, and the REV. ROGERS oj Atlanta, Gu. in 
Room 302. 



MARCH 19. 1968 (Tueadavl 

On March 19, 1968 four threats to Sanitation workers were 
reported, four eases of Vandalism to businesses, three cases oj arson, 
and one case oj an attempted arson, and a Garbage fire on McLemore 
was reported, 2081 

Furthermore following the address of DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, on 3/18/68, school teachers attending the Mass Meeting were 
approached by Black Power Advocates and told ij they went to school 
on Friday, March 22,1968 their cars would be burned and they would 
be harmed. They were advised that there would be a Black Power ad- 
vocate at every school in the City. 

Intelligence sources reported that REV. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING left. Memphis for Hattiesburg, Mississippi on 3/19/68 but that the 
REV. RALPH ABERNATHY remained in Memphis and was meeting with 
REV. H. RALPH JACKSON, JAMES MORRIS LA WSuN JR. , and the REV. 
T. C. LIGHTFOOT in numerous strategy meetings. 

On the night of March JSC 19, 1968 there was a Mass Meeting 
at Warren Temple on Mississippi at Williams, where the REV. JAMES 
BEVEL of S. C. L. C. addressed the assembly on the Mass March planned 
for F'riday, March 22, 1968. He asked everyone to stay away from work 
and march, and for them to keep their children out of school on that 
day and the mil week of March 24-30.1968 so they could participate in 
the boycotts planned for that week . 
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AJAHCB 20. 196S (\^m«nesc/ay} 



The Commercial Appeal carried an article vn the mo> nin{^ oj 
3/20/CS under the caption: KING*'S EYt OB WASBIBGToB, in which it was 
painted out that PUiR TIB LUTHER KIBG JR. did nothing to hasten the settle- 
ment o/ the Garbage Stride, but saw how many Begroes were aroused and 
quickly decided to attach himselj to the local issue. LR EJBG*S discovery 
that a ready made crowd oj jollowers was waiting jor hbn in Memphis made 
him decide this would be the beginning oj the Washington Movement. This 
project iMzs Joremont tn king's mina as he spoee in Memphis on J/lti/ob. 

Tlte Sanitation Strike made a handy starting point to tnake his pitch jor bigger 
things, 

In the Preta Scimitar oj 3/20/66 in an article captioned: HURRY 
VP TRY I- OR EBDING STRIKE, it was reported lhat the City Council toould 
have three ordinances /or consideration when it met in Speeialk Session 4;30PM 
3/21/6S in an ej/ort to settle the Sa$$itation Strike on the Eve o/ the 
visit of Martin Luther King Jr. to Memphis scheduled Jor 3/22/66. 



On 3/20/66 two instances oj Strike oriented vandalism were re- 
ported and threats were made to down both Longview and AJerrill schools 
on Iriday, March 22, 1968, the date oj the proposed Massive March to be ted 
by MARTIN LUTHER liIBGJR. , and an obscene telephone call was received 
by the wife Oj white City Councilman, Jerred Blanchard. 

On 3/20/38 Black Power Groups were ranging around the schools 
in South Memphis intimidattne teachers and students, threatening them against 
holding classes on 3/22/6S. ^^21 p) 



The rumor uvts abroad as well, that themilitant Begro Minister, 
REV. EZEKIEL BELL, Itad made afrangements jor STOKbLY CARMICHAEL 
to come to Memphis and speak at his church. 



On 3/20/66 Local Black Power militant Leader, JOBB B. SMITll 
along with other Black Power advocates went to the principal oj Douglas High 
School, and demanded Inal he be cUoued to spea>^ lo the students in the auditor ^ 
Mm OJ the school. He was however, told lo leave. 



Intelligence sources revealed that the organization oj students 
Jor the planned march on March 22, 1966 was in the hands oJ the REV. HAROLD 
MIDDLEBROOK, S. C. L. C. and C. O. M, t. member, and the organization oj 
adult groups and participation in the march was in the hantls oj local militant 
Black Power leader: R^EV. JAMES MORRIS LA WSOB JR. , pastor of Centenary 
Methodist Church. 
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MARCH 20. l968(eotUinu€iQ 



bU 0 Uigenc 4 t •ports furthsr rsvsaltd that GERALD FAMON, 
OHotksr N«gro loadsr was organising a largo rally to bo hold on tho park- 
ing tot at tho Club paradioo on tho night of 
broadcast ovor local radio station WLOK. ' 

Furthermore on 3/20/68 JAMES BEVEL on tho staff oj MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, Southom Christian Leadorship Conforoneo loadarfSCLQ 
mods an ineondiary anti-war opooeh to tho students at LoMoyno Collogo ro- 
forring to Prosidont Johnson as, " another Bitlor , " and donomeing ^6 Vtst 
. Nam a>ar, stating colored soldiers should bo fighting for their own rights 
here, MSVELhad been brought to LoMoyne CoUige by d Negro Dr^ 
partment instruetor named LEE, and was notioeably friendly with CI^LES 
CABBAGE, local Black Power activist f«td his group known as tho Invaders 
who were observed in the andtenco, 

Police assignments remained constant 3/20/68 and involved the 
escorting of garbage trucks throught the City, and the patrolling off^qrckes 
and demonstrations, as welt as the regular neighborhood patrols. 



MARCH 81.1968 (Thursday) 



On 3/21/68 City Council Members voted against Negro Council- 
man, J. U. Patterson's proposal allowing a dues checkoff for the AFSCME 
Union., and passed tnsiead a resolution calling for mediation sessions "dth^^ 
both sides sitting down with Frank B. Miles, a former Federal mediator.^ 



On 3/21/68 DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, , was in Greenwood, 
Mississippi, organising his Poorr People's Campaign, using a 
shanty as the symbol of the campaign. In Memphis, however, DON STEVENS, 
of WHBQ. , Radio Station received a telephone threat on the life of MARIN 
LUTHER KING JR. , wherein a man with what was described as having an 
Italian accent advised MR. STEVENS that if MARTIN LUTHER KING returned 
to Memphis he wfuld be ehot 3/22/68, An attempt was made with Southern 
Bell, Telephone and Telegraph Co, , to check out this call, but it was developed 
that it teas made from a p^^ telephone booth, and nothing further could be de- 
veloped about the caller, 

Tension mts generally high In the City on 3/21/68 Btach ^xver 

activists were going arownd to the echools in the City, threatening the ehtldren, 
and teachers, and threatening to etrip their ears and damage the echools if 
anyone ehowed up for elaseee on 3/22/68. Such threate 
Wieeonein Street School, Gordon School, and Humes and Norlhside High 
Schools, ^ 
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MARCH 2 I,l 96 B(Thut 8 day) 

A laree number oj placards were delivered to 

etuaUs and read: ' Closed Today - » * are on March. 226} 

2,en.pHi. Housing nuHnsrUy «npU,,.e. 

There woe aa teell a rumor of a threatened tvalhoui by Ne^o 
embloveee at the Baptist HospitaL^^ And al a meeting epons^ed by 

^!!!^T!Z^ab^t 

mg oocked In anir pny jor ^ letter ' 

^g^Ttke C u M H. (CommunUy on the Move jor j^qualUy) letter eiimwij, 

the support of Memphis School teachers in 

by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , planned jor o/2^/oh 

This date as well a carbine is zf^r ted to have beei purchased 
by a Neiro associated wUh the activists. private bus ine^s , a^^s 

threateted in the downtown area,^ well as Hamilton High ochool, and 
bus service in North Memphis. 2d2t. 

On the evefiing of 3/21/66 MAHTLS LtJTHKU 

%"^eirceTlhe%T^^^^^^ 

abroad that H. Rap Brown would come to Memphis ^ ^ 233} 

though U was snown that he ivas in jail m Louisiwia at this time. 



MARCH 22. ISoGih ridgy} 

On March 22, 1966 Memphis was visited with the heaviest 
page carried the edUorial. ' Give Mediation full Chance. 234} 
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MAliCli 22.1968 fFridav)continued . 



I urtktnnarc qu the ni^lil oj 3/22/06 suspicious Male Negroes 
in autotnobiles were observed in the vicinity oJ Mayor Loeb 's home, .shots 
were fired into a home in one instance resulting front strihe agitated ten- 235) 
aUm, and there were three reported instances of striae oriented vandalism. 

uespite the sttow however , there was a meeting of teachers held 
at the Mt, Olive C.M. i.'. Church on Linden at which the KEV.JAMhS MORRIS 
LAkVSoN JR. ujaa the speaker, and a mimeographea letter was circulated hi 
the City pledging the support of the A Icy Ru. , Home owners Association to 
the Sanitation Strihe, as well as the C. O.M. S, handbill entitled COMMUNITY 
ON THE MOVE FOR EfiUALlTY INVITES YOU TO MARCHRJR JUSTICE AND 
JOBS. Simultaneously the Invaders and other militants were circulating a 
mimeographed sheet entitled Perspective of Black Power , by 
which was in essence a militant and hate philosophy statement. 

Threats were made to emoloyoes at Ike City ^hops as well and 
JAMLS Man his LA\V>oN JR. unnounceO that the tuarch for March 22,l96b 
had been ccoiccHcd (Pic to the ",nOu, hui thul i7l (■'. MAP I IR LC THLR RING 
would return to Memphis later in the wceu to lead a vtassive march. About 
100 strifse leaders, and Ministers were at Clay^xti Temple, making plans during 
the day of March 22, l3o3 despite tlw weather. sW ' 



MARCH 23, lilOa {.iatut ogy) 

\ 

The heavy snow which was still oh the. groxma 3 / 25/68 stopped 
most of the strihe oidcntcd meeiin^s. !,/.x Cvc.', I' dye j:erc 22 pickets 
mostly Female ahite, and Mole niiUe (only 4 mote N-rgrocs and 2 Female 
Negroes) from Southwestern, aim snein phis State University led by the HhV. 
ULYSSES GRANT RiUl VLY(Male Negro) at the Poplar l-laza Center 

in East Memphis carrying placards for the Sanitation Strikers. 



rilso an incendiary letter, very pro -labor', and anti -Loeb, 
wuich was written b\ t'ne Rev. C. o, Basinger, pastor oj the 1st Congregation- 
al Church, was discovered. This letter fwos dated February 23,1968, but 
it is believed it u>as circulated much^ later han this. Jt is believed that 1000 
copies Of tkis letter were printed. 

Only one incident involving a threat to a citizen, and two in- 
stances of vandalism wer'e reported. 240) 
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MAliCU 2i,l906 fbunday) 



Sutuiay, Match 24,li)h<i Ihe h^avy snow was still on the ground, 
and it ivas a quiet day, with no aenionstrations /jlace, no fneetlngs, 

ana only two instances oj vaadaiisni eeporUa. 



MA/lCJi 2b, l96$i&iondav) 



on 3/2b/6o in a story unaer tlie caption: Striae Mediation 
Tolast stymied, Uie Commercial Appeal r eported that due to U,e action 
oJ Judge. Uojjmtm oj Chancery Court, who had Itald several oj the strike 
leaaers m contempt oj his Court, strV:c mediation talha had been stymied. 
However^ on 3/25/b'b Chancellor Hoffman ruled Iluxt particifMtiion of the 
Union and Strike leadery in Hie jneJiaiion Hegoilalions was legal even 
thiugh he had servea ui/unctions Uj^ainst them. 



It is jur the / Worthy oj note that the March I -sue the 
Si^'t-HiLUSs fA iVilui', lite oigoti oj tne southern Conjerence Educational 
J'una, a tmou/u Conumaiist !• ront organization carried a glowing story of 
the Sanitation Striue, and the union o/ the JUack Community in Memphis, 
slantin^ the .story, so lual it iV>.>uLu seem tfuit the 'Sanitation Strike was a 
great uprising oj tne oppressed Ui a oacAumrd Southern Citv. 243) 



Ana in both the Commercial Appeal and the Press Scimitar 
the XlempUis Af Z>-Cto Labor Cotuicil Published quarter page statements 
re; thtlr support oj the j^iiiaiion Strike, ,ana Ineir opposition to Mayor 
Lotib ana n.is policies. 

On 3/25/ob activities starteo ricsing up, and 7 instances oJ 
striae oriented vundaLism were reported . 24^ handbills priuled 

by C. u. Ai. L. (Community on Ihe Move jor t quality) askutf, jor the boycott 
OJ the Commercial Appeal ana Hie .^ ess Scimitar jor the coverage ihey 
u.e • e giving the ianitation ‘■>trike am> Such Iten.s us Iluti.bone, a cartoon 
OJ an oUiP/egro, and hLs wtse sayings, he discontinued in the pape,. These 
lumabtUs were circulated on Main Street and in other parts of the City. 

On 3/25/6S Jntetiigence sources repotted that the Plans for 
the week were as jollowe: ,3/2b/od~- A meeting oj Strikers and Sympathisers 
at Union Hall on tirestoue; a march oj adult strikers, and later in the after- 
noon a march oJ student sympathisers of the strike, and in the evening a 
mass meeting at Trinity Church. 3/27/Cai HEV. RALPH ABERNATHY was 
to spea*i at Mason Temple; and 3/26/68 RE V. MAR JIN LUTHER KING was 
to lead a Mass March and address a Mass Rally at Mason Temple in the 
evening jollowing the March. 3/29/68 REV. C.L. FRANKLIN, jather of 
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: 243) Southern Patriot, March, 1968, in t/ews AccOtmts, 2/l2/6S~3/25/68,p. 163. 

■ 244) Prise ScimUar 3/25/66 and Commercial Appeal, 3/25/68, Let Our . 

• Position be Crystal Clear, News Accounts, 2/12/68^3/25/68, p. 164. 



■245) _ McDonald & Smith, Memo, 3/25/68, reiThreats to James McCarroU,' 
IStil Britton, Threat Boob 111, p.9 

Wells a Burst, Vandalism , 3/25/68, 827 Par, Threat Booh HI, p. 11 . ' 
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Sides & Wheeler, 

Jones A Williams, 
Johnson A iiutherjord ' 
McCrary A SUaggs " 

Jordon A Cawthom '■ 

^ — Bridges A Kitchens, ' 



681 A St. Paul, • 
914 VoUentine ' 
1209 Looney 
4184 Gtoynne ■ 
-Loebs, 1216 Jackson 
632 t. Mississippi 



p. 12 
p.13 
p. U 
p. 15 
p. 16 
p.l7 



246) . 'C.O.M. (Community on'th'e Move jor hquality) handbill. Stop Taking 

'■ - • The,c6thmet;^iall Appeal A Press Scimitar, Sanitation Book IV, p.42. 

247) Ray,J.G.Capt. Memo, 3/25/68, Sanitation Strike Activities , Semitation 

Book IV, p. 43. 
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248) liedditt, L.K.Det. ,Memo, 3/26/68, re ‘.Sanitation Strike Activities around 
Clay bom Temple, 3/25/68, Sanitation Book IV, p. 49. 

249) Richmond, W. B. Report, 3/26/68 re: Mass Meeting at Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church, 3/25/68, Sanitation Book IV, p. 52~53. 

r 

250) Commercial Appeal, 3/26/66, article captioned: Strike Mediation Talks 
Open, News Accounts, 3/26/68-4/9/68, p. 1. 

3/26/68 

251) Tor ti A Starnes, Vandalism, 1591 Pennsylvania, Threat Book III, p. l8. 



Rooker A Sanders, ' " Loebs, 1236 Thomas, ' p. 19 

Torti A Starnes, ' ,2/26/66, 2069 Castex, " p. 20. 

Wheeler A Sides, •' ”, 929 S, Third " p.21 

White A Gallamo, ' 3417 Mountain Terrace " p.22 



Massengill, Memo, 3/26/^ re: Garbage in Street at Manassas A Dunlap, 
Sanitation Book il V, p, 48. 

Arkin, E. H.Lt. ,Memo, 3/26/68, re: Sanitation Strike Plans, 3/27/68 — 
3/28/68, Sanitation Boob tlV, p. 67. 

Tines, C. P. btsp. , Report, re: Mass Meeting Trinity C. M. B, Church, 
3/26/68, Sanitation Book IV, p. 61-62. 



MARCH. 25, 1968 f continued) 

blues singer, Aretha t'RAHKLIN, uas to speak to a mass rally at Mason 
Temple and S/30/6S REV. C.L. IRAWiiLtN was to lead another mass 
march on City Hall. 

on .i/26/68' BAXTOH BRYANT, Dir ee tor oj the Tennessee 
Council on Human Relations joined GERALD !• ANION and other strike lead- 
ers at Claybom Temple, to mai.e plans /or the massive march planned for 
3/28/68. it was reported as well that MACEO WALHER, President oj Uni- 
V ver^ Life, and the Union Protective Insurance Agency, and the Harlem 
Bouses (a chain of Restaurants in the Black Com$nunity fa Memphis) t^e 
closing so that tlisir employees could puiticipatc fa Ute mass march. ^ 

Police Intelligence men at the Meeting at Ml. Olive Bap- 

tist Church at Littden & Laiderdale 3/25/b8 wet^e asked io leave by REV 
MALCOLM BLACKBURN, whits pastor uj Clayharn Temple, and a Cana- 
dian National deeply involved in st 7 ikn acttvitic s, aiid several oj the Invad- 
ers, a militant black group in town, ana at one time were threatened with 
violence. 




MAPCU 26. l9i>8(Tuesda v) 

On 3/26/68 the Commcreiai appeal carried a story captioned: 
STRDiL mediation TALK8 OPEN, but the story showed the opposing /ac- 
tions fa the strike talks to be deudluckea, anti anreetueni was not forseen 
at this time. ^ 

There were 6 instances oj strluc oriented vandalism reported 
on 3/2u/68, and one instance o/ garbage icing uumped in the street in one 
of Ute Negfo neighborhoods. And there mhos a mass meeting 3/26/68 at 
Tt kiity C. M. E. Church. 251) 



MABCH 27. 1968 f Wednesday) 

On 3/27/68 the Commercial Appeal carried an article under 
the caption: "Strikers Food Stamp Aid to End. " The article re/lected that 
the Mayor had indicated his vaillingness to help alleviate the situation fa 
order to prevent suffering on tlut part oj the striker's families . Letters to 
the editor in the Commercial Appeal of 3/27/68 indicate a rise in feeling 
against the strike on the part of private citizens. 
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fhe y^ress ocimiia> on j/27/bS published the rules to be 
observeti jor the massive AiarcU pUmned for 3/2d/i>S as set down by 
the holice jjepurtment. Vehicles wee's barred jrom the aowntoun area for the 
period o] tse march. 

On 3/27/H8-, 9 cases oj strike orieniea vandalism were report- 
ea to tiie Iroltce l/epartmenl, ana .ianitation workers came to the Police 
Department to swear o.U 3 nurranLi a^aUist a striker who had been harass- 
ittd Uiem, 

Thera it-c^c tioo marches on 0/27/^P., one of adults leaving 
Claytorn Temple at app^'oximately 2TM, and one c-/ stitdents leaving the 
Temple at 4:30PM and returning at approximately 5:05PM. Both marches 
were oracrly. Uo.ifcvcr, tinrinx the adult r».orc/4. m emhers of the black. , 
mililant ^-.rout hnotm as the Invaa ers, n’ere h earu urging the p ickets 
tnarchhu tc but doivn tn<ir sims and to marrhUr and :isht and hum 
store-: 

Intelligenre sources reporlcd thqt the df: V. IL RALPH JACKSON, 
■^5^ IfCormutiit )' on the Move for HrvaUty) hcni pe^'ertaded the young 

\ y J'resbiUriciit mintster (l.tV. nZl.Klt.L Bi:Ll.) not to bring STUKELEY 
C/uiMIClL/iEL to Memplii-,. •toil) intelligence sources also •eported tiuit 
members oj titc DK.ACijNS cj Los ■ingcles(trainect in Karate) had been ob~ 
served around Claybom Temple, and it teas believed they would participate 
Ia the' niorcli vu 3/2i/oC. 

March 27, l9ob C. -j. M. t lea;iets( March jor Justice and Jobs, 
called by MaHTIN LOTISER 'vui C. u. M. E. , were distributed to 

Negro ewployees at the Methodist Hospital. 

Intelligence btjormation 3/27/o8 -was that Mu.liTlN LUTHER 
KING would arrive in Memphis at 10:22^iM 3/2i/f>8 jront New York, and 
Dl\. .\DLuNATHY who Itaa held u mass meet ing ui iV^uson Temple 3/26/6S 
stated the march woula begin at IuaM ^ ano cathm jor a BlacU Man's 
holiday itt Aictnphis on 3/2b/b<i, Ot>d slaiea Inal ij liw march did Ml jorce 
the Mayor to meet the Garbage Collector's demands, they would lie in 
jront of Ute ^tarbage trucks and slop tliem ij necessary. Intelligence sources 
also reportea that Ute Union leaders and Ministers supporting the strike 
had ik'alkie Talkies, and CitUen Jdttnd Radios and had been monitoring 260) 
Police culls, and also had mobile units equipped with CitUen B.tnd radios. 






‘ o' 
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Mr. Ctorge Wallace, who had planned to visit Memphis 3/27/68 
cancelled kls planned visit to the City indefinitely. 

OH 3/27/68, a Ur. Frank Flanigan, MW, 1331 NaHonal requested 
a permU to march along side MARTIN LUTUtR KING with a march of his 
own (supposedly o/ white eitisens) but when ashed what hit 
be, ne refused to disclose it, stating: 'MARTIN LUTHER KING doesn t tell 

you what i%e <3 going to do. " 262) 

At City Hall on 3/27/68 Union leaders walked out o/ the Mediation 
talks with the City, as the third day of talks neared an end charged that 
MAYOR LOEB Itad in ejject tied the hands of City representatives by not allow-- 
ing them any decision making Junction. 



MjiRCH 2b. l9v6(Thur3day) 



Tension was Jiigh on March 28, l9o8 as a result of the 
of C. O. M. B. (Commu^y J>n the Move for Equality, ^ ^ the day. 

Between 7;50AM end 9 -. 0 SAM tronble wee 
side DdueUis & Booker T. iVnshlngton Uish Schools 

acuilslTtl^e attemhUng to block studenls jrom enlerl.^ school and generally 
harassing them. '' 

'/'ha i^e*a tcineUar oj 3/2^3/68 carried a stury under the 

••Tk. lloina rochs and bolllas smashed the windows 0 / me squad car, 

helicopter roared overhead. 

"The rah. at mojeclUe, conllnuad/or over 10 
chargad. T!^ stnden/s JlJd behind Ihe ee^l and down adlaeenl sireele. 

ing again at the predominately Negro school later. 
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•JAMtS R. HtlO, a Press 'icimUar photographer, saiti he 
wiosAs U6^« aoMteti rotting the uistur bonce. Cos u 

. 'P K.^. / b/sirro a student at Hamilton, was inujureti. 

Jo Ann while a Ptre Department ambulance crew 

Koch throtrers ceasea thetr t^haol ^he ivas tahen to John Gas- 

eocorted by officers removed her from hn scl^ol. >fle «« 

HospiM ivhere she vjas treated jor lacerations oj the head 

"Later the students formed up and marched ttoHh on ►t'itson toward 
tKe to A Lrtin Lm««. /<(»,-. marcH ,mr.. 

tfAi Q^tAAMSi the police Hadio order tvetd out to use tear gas. 
of Fire and Police. 

' The trouble at Hamilton High bad begun wi^en youHis 

school irUd to seep otters jrom ZVyiol^e 

call by leaders of the garbage strike sympathisers for negro 

a holiday from jobs, and school. " d f 

In this same article Police Chiej Henry Lux is reported as 
19,000 students 

odist Church, and a inarch leader uxm ou about 1200 a^satt out oj 

to attend Boaker T. i^ashDigton.jcdtoJuio^ 

about 2,200, but said some were iriculing in. 2oO 

1 1 Jim Beach, reported that Hcgroes in the area oJ 

Laru,r »to 6c- 

to death at Hamilton school thLs morning., anu Uu Negroes 

Upset. 

Ttu Police Kadio Lot jor 3/20/66 reJlccU 

t20l. reporUoaotol9.29A. “ t20l reported T 

College bward CtayOom Temple. the Radio 

crouHi tn excess of 3000 in jront oj CLaybo ^Vance was raided by approx. 

Lop rejlecU Ibot IM Q. * :i. Llodor otore ot UO Ve^e 



Al AliCU 2H, ljf6{i(Tltutrsda\i continued . 

jrum Souther T. Washington. High ^cnuol towayu Claybom Tembt^> At 10;20AM 
a disturbance was reported at Southside Hijgh ^ichool, tvhen the t^olice arrived 
it was reported that lb or 20 youths armed with chains had Jled in two cars. 

At lo:23AM a disturbance was reported at Carver High . 268) 

, The March on 3/28/bd was aelayed due to the late arrival in Memphis 

• Martin Luther King Jr . . who was to head the March. He did nut arrivm at 

the nirport until approx. 10:22AM and in jact did not join the March until it had 
proceeded one blocti Horth on HernatUio jrom Clay born Temple. 

Prior to the March some 6000 to 6000 people had congregated near 
Claybotn Temple. It was estimated by Police observers that at least half oj 
these were teenagers oj high school age. Police intelligence sowces report 
Bloch Activist leaders, JOHN HhNR Y TERGVSON, and JOHN B. SMITH were 
on the steps oj Claybom Temple along with many other Invaders ( a local black 
activist group). 

j fki this point the C. u.M. £.. (Comnumity on tne Move for Lquality) 

group, which had charge oj the pauaue ano tne paraae marshalls , handed out 
literally hunureus of preparea placaras, tnotmled on stout 4jt. pine poles. It is 
worthy of note that this was the first time poles were used tor placards in any 
ot the Demonstrations. Police Intelligence soirees observed many oj the teen - 
agers tearing, their placards irom Ihe sticks and wuvin^ thetn menacingl), before 
the tiiurch began. 270) 

)tave 

At 10:66AM UK. M.AHTIN LUTHhft hlNG is reported to arrived 
at the head oj Ike march. At 11:08AM the Police Helicopter reported 15-25 
youths armed with sticks and roc, is to be niovitig jron, P'otirth and Beale toward 
Uemantio. At il:06AlA Tnon Asst, Cntcj Henry Lux teported that the March had 
started, and Kay Pittman Black, reporting on the start oj the March in the Press 
Pciinitar., oJ 3/29/ oo describes it as jesiive in jeelirig, but uisorganized with 
marcPtcrs all over the streets pay in, no attention to tne paraae marshalls. At 
ll:Oof%M the Police Helicopter reported the march to have oeiween 5,000 and 
o,o\jO tna>che>s. r.t ii:U9AM the Police helicopter reported 16-20 yuutiis 
with sticks moving t\Cit on Beale tv Main. At 11.17AM the Police Helicopter 
reported a third Helicopter in the ai> inter jering with the Police Helicopter, 
stating it came within lOO feet oj them. At lii2LAM Then nsst. Chief Henry Lux 
reported marchers were breaking out windows At tearing up everything at 2na 
and Beale and Main <6 Gayoso and that they were running in all directions. At 
11;22BM Chiej Macdonald ordered that tear gas not he used except as a last 
resort. , ana at tne same time Director Trank C. Holloman Greg 0''Rear of Ihe 
Tennessee Highway Patrol, requesting )telp. At 11;24AM the Helicopter report- 
ed that the Main march was held up at Main &■ Gayoso, and lS-20 people were 
reported attacking a car on Front Street South of Beale. And at the same time 
the Helicopter advised motor cycle officers in front oj the parade to clear every- 
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one ofj the streets in jfont of the march. At ll;2SAAi Helicopter 401, re- 
portea a group breaking windows at Main <L Me Cull. At 11 :27AM Mobs were 
reported breaking windows and looting York Arms Company, lt>2 S. 

At H:27AM A ist. Chief Henry Lux reported that the march seemed to have 
no leaders at this point as the RE V. JAMEa MORRIS L.‘i kSUH JR. , ana DR. 
ALiHl'lN LUTHER lUHGJR. hao asked jor a Police Cat' to lake them jrum 
the area. At ll:2&r\M Chief J. C. Macdonald, oraered the march brouen up 
ajter officers at the scene had refjuestea f>ermission to aisperse the crowg^ 

Most oj the main group were at this time returning to Claybom Temple. 

Ai approx. ii:12AM when it became it became apparent that a 
disorder had started on Beale Street, MARTIN LUTHER KINO JR. , who had 
joined the march at Hertuindo and Beale, along with tie Vice President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conjerence, the REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, 
and others of his stajj who were still at the head of tie march, remarked that 
he luid to gel out of tue/e. He(t\utR TIN LUTHER aING) and some of his assoc- 
iates ran ahead ana jumpea into an olu Pontiac automobile on front Street some- 
where between McCall ana Cayoso and were escorted away from the March by 
motorcycle Lieutenant Al. E. Nichols, to the Rivermont Motel, operated by Holi- 
days Inns OJ America. King l ejt the march at approx. ll'.lSANl and checked in- 
to the River noni Hotel at ll;24jiM. It is still not kswun who owned this Pon- 
tiac, and dtovc it with DR KING to the Rivermont. 

At 1I:3(/aAJ Ojficers at Alain & Beale were calling jor assistance. , 
and the looting oj the stores at 3rd and Beale began. The Pawnshops on Beale 
Street were hit. At ll:32.iM Director f tank C. Holloman, requested Mayor 
~ Henry Loeb to contact Governor Bujord Ellington and to call in the National 
Guard. At 11:36AM Ojjicers ai Aiain and Beale were lutrassed by the mob. One 
officer stranded and surrounded by tlte crowd was picked up by two toomen in a 
^dillac and driven from the area., and an ambulance at this time was ordered 
to Beale and Hernando. At H;40AAI there was another call joy kelp by the oj- 
jicers at Beale and Hernando. At ll:4LiAt and ambtdmnce was called to Second 
and Beale, .^it 11:43AM Disturbances were reported in the area oj Clayborn 
Temple, and the area was ordered cleared. aI il;45AAi Permission tutis asked 
to use tear gas at Claybom Temple. At 11:4(>AM windows were reported being 
broken in the area of fourth and Vance. At 11:48 AM groups in front of Claybom 
Temple were reported to be throwing rocks at the ojJicers. At H:6LAM an officer 
was reported being hurt at Hernando and Vance and an ambulance teas en route. 

At ll:6&iM Lt. Col. James Brown Oj the Tennessee National Guaras announced 
to Director trank Holloman that the Naiiouat Guard had been alerted. At 11;S6AM 
the disturbance around Claybom Temple was reported to be intensijying. At 12:04P. 
the Officers at Claybom Temple were calling for help. At 12:03PM Chief J. C.Mac 
Donald ordered the Ofjicers at Claybom Temple to tryk to get the women and child- 
ren out of the Temple. 
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At 12:13PM Ojjicers jouna a crowd oj approx. 260 in Jront uj Cluyborn Temple 
mterjering with their attempts to get the women and children out oJ the temple. 

At 12:18 Pit Director Frank C. Holloman ashed that the Temple be closed. At. 
12.19PM REV, B, RALPH JACKSON said that people would leave the temple if 
Pw/fcff Uijt the area. At K2LS XPC 12:22PRi Firemen answering a Eire call to 
fourth and Vance found 50 to 75 youths interfering with them. At 12:23PM A publU: 
address system tojs ordered to Claybom Temple. At 12:24PM Chiej J. C. Mac- 
donald orriered officers at Claybom Temple to give people plenty of time to leave. 
At 12:25PAl Burglary A Looting was reported in the area oj Mississippi and Walker, 
M ississippi and Vance. At 12;45PM Looting was reported at Sears at 900 3. 
Third, and groups at Hernando and Linden were reported breaking windows. At 
12:5lPM Police were ordered away from Claybom Temple as the people there 
were harassing the officers., and an officer was xt if^ured at 243 Hernando, attd 
an ambulance was called. At 12:52PM Larry Payne, a young Male Negro looter, 
was shot fatally at 9u0 S. F ourth, after he drew a Miife and attached an officer. 

At 12:54PM Looting tvas reportea at 90t S. Third. At 12;69PM groups leaving 
Claybom Temple started throwing rocks at the officers in the area. 273) 



^‘01 PM March 28,1906 assistance was sent to the of ficers at 
/w the ojficers asked permission to use tear gas 

t ‘y C/ayiorw Tample, wnere unruly crowds were blocking their entry 

to the Temple. At ItObFM Governor kllingtan authorized a curfew for the City 

the request by Director Frank Holloman to Mayor 
Loeb Htat a curfew be placed. 



At i:Oi.PM the Cleaners at Mississippi ana Georgia reported thev 
t^re being l^Ud. At 1:U1\M A Police car calleajor assistance at Lauderdale 
« Porter, at i :13PM Looting uias reported at 34P Vance; and at 1:16PM Ojficers 
were accused of invading Claybom Temple ana using tear gas. However, the of- 
vcime denied this. At 1:20PM Basse service was discontktuea. At 

^Vashhigton High School. At 1:25PM 

Rev. H Hj\LPH JAChSON requested that M r. I-yofi.: Holloman come to Claybom 
Temple At 1:20 PM Looting was reported al fourth ana Vance, and at 1 :45 PM 
Youths were reported starting fires at Hernando a* four in. At 1:51 PM 
Luting was reported at Dedatur and Ayers, and at 2:02PM Police Helicopter 

at Lane and Ayers and Lane & Decatur. , and at 
was reported thrown, starting afire at 4th and Vance. 
At 2,06PM a looter $oas apprehended at Vance and Hernando, and at 2:08PM tear 
gM was used to disperse a group at Linden and Danny Thamau. And ai Hie same 

A- wi at 1333 Florida, and at 2;09PM a crowd had 

to be dispersed at Fourth and Beals. 
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Anticipating posMiblc trouble 3/28/68 and realieing the limitatione 
oj local police man power, preparations had been made prior to 3/28/68 
/or the formation of Tactical Units to control possibly disorderly crowds. 

These units were jorwed on March 2S, 1968 cifter the march broke into a 
Disorder, and between II :30AM and 2:30 PM succeeded in dispersing the 
crou/i and moving it back in the direction oj Claybom Temple. There was 
muck disorder during this period and tear gas was used to restore order. 

At 4;04PM Chief Macdonald'e office announced that iJtcre would be 
a curfew in the City between vm add 6AM. At 4:17PM thie curfew was 
broadcast to all Police Unite. 

At approx. 6PM, 3600 National Guardsmen arrived in the City and 
joined the Tactical UHtts in their patrol of the City. 276) 

The planned mass meeting at Mason Temple where Dr. Martin Luther 
King was to have been the principal speaker was cancelled, and Marlin Luther 
King remained at the Rtvermont Hotel, where he held a press conference in 
the afternoon. During the afternoon the Tennessee State Legislature passed 
a statute empowering Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb to apply a curfew, which 
was ordered to begin at 7PM March 28, 1968. <2757 

btspeator C. P. Tines, head of the Memphis Police Department's 
Mettigence Unit, reports between 9AM 3/28/68 and 12 Noon 3/29/68 ISO 
firee were set, approx. 30 being caused by Molotov Cocktails, approx. 300 
arrests were made for Violation oJ Curfew, Looting and Disorderly Cowhtci, 
Arson and related Offenses. Approximately 60 individuals received medical 
attention for various injuries, and over 300 cases of Looting and Major van- 
dalism were reported, 6 officers were hospitalimed, and ecoree of otJ^rs re- 
ceived minor injuries, 4 lootere ^pere shot, pM being fatally shot. 

The Press Scimitar, Memphis Newspaper, issue of 3/29/68 carried 
a story by^Clark Porteous, a staff writer who observed portions of the dis- 
turbance on Beale Street where a major portion of the early looting occurred, 
which stated that he saw the Metuphis Police take an awful lot ofj the looters 
in the way of bricss and bottles aid that he heard some reports of police being 
rough to citizens but he did not see any Police Brutality. He stated that many 
officers were taking a tot and doing it bravely. 279) 

Another story the Press Scimitar of 3/29/68 by sUtff reporter Jim 
H.Jieid, described ihe rampant window breaking and looting which occurred 
in ihe South Main Street area around Beale Street, Bast on Beale to Hernando, 
and Pointed out that Memphis Police OJficers formed a ttne( the Tactical Unit 
operation) in an effort to move the crowd back, and that they gave ample warn- 
ing. The story reported thai many of the crowd instead of moving back glaoer 
ed at the officers, and when ike offieere pushed against the crowd, the crowd 
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resisted. Reid ^efjorted tiui he saw owe ojjicer there jelled in the melee ^ 
and lliat the crowd was then out oj control with many oj the crowd having 
long tifootien stichs. he stated that Police ojjicers with megaylwnes asked 
the crowd to move and stated^ ^*bor your sajety, move back. ' 260) 

sjne article in the Press Scimitar oj 3/28/06 was caf>tioned 
Fi^iLTlOl\:> Ub BLALh^ At AIM IM SHAMBLES. Another article in the Press 
Scimitar oy hoy HamUtun. captioned THEhh WAS BOHRuR ON HERNANDO 
cites wnat he aescribed as incidetUs oj Police Brutality. However^ he does 
qualify his statemetia with the remark^ ^^This is no blanhet condemnation of 
methods used by the Police to put down the xexie^disorder.. They had a job to 
do, and they did it. There ivere policemen who went about their business, 
coaly, calmly, ejjiciently, but there were some who may have shown poor 
judgement and used needless Joyce. " 28t) 

In an article kt the Press .>cwiilar oj 3/20/Lb by Pu{,h Moore, 
cationed: LiA\lAGt ESTIMATE: it40o,ou0., the writer qiujle:^ the Insurance 
Council OJ Memphis as estimating riot damage ejicluding any caused by fire, 
wovld total around $400, 000. Ou. This same issue oj the I^ess Scimitar 
carried another article cap lionea AT LEAST bO HiJURED IN RIOTING, appar- 
ently sea4red Us injormalion jrom Memphis Hospital Etcorcls. 282) 

In evaluating the uisonier Oj March 2L, 190S uhich got Nati 07 tal 
News coverage thioughout the Nalkm, ts the widely published photograph of 
Marlin Lulher ning, sj4owing his very appaienl jeay as he fled Jro%n the dis- 
orderly crowd (which luis shown in Inc newspapers oj tin Nationa as well as 
on Natumal Television, Senator Howard Baker , oj Tennessee stated, fully 
support the ejjorts oj local ojjicers^ id y? event a. rccurrczice oj this incident 
and to maintain Law ana (Jraer. ^^d) 

In an editorial in the >^ress ycimitar oj 8/2D/bS captioned: 'Ao/i- 
violciice bt the jollo wing conclusions g- < r dranm. '' t^oo'^hz^i ct the 

City map w< can <ee tnat the uiolettce rest* ictCf /•> compa- atively small 
areas. Locking at the topulation jigures we cutx that wosi oJ Memphis, 
200,000 Negroes spent yesterday in their iiornes ur going aLoul their business, 
taking no part whatsoever in the downtown march or in the violence. 

^'What was learned from the rioting y 

' Memphis learned that it can happen here — in spite oj Us splendid 
record in race relations. 
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JLlAHCh 2 o. L^>‘^ COHtUMe^ 



rr.“a1" "O'*^ “*■“ ‘"“'‘'’““• 

tue sanilatMi si> i>ie have learni:o tais lesso.i. 

ihai ruc^ ./«elu^s j’*’ C(W- 

l^*' *** ^<cen5« lo commit violence. 



'’*■« O'-* ‘"f 5J* 

t/J.- i%erieace oi rjaiiy other riot- stricken 

s/' y*=%}\stwuid Have been learneu jrom L.Uk t.peru»u:e oj 

cities.' 

. ^ \ J 1 A . . • . - ^ j 1^ / tf#t 



.;'! V\ , '’’ , /'^ 



Ai.,< h. W. httervieu, ath tne t-.ess Z^'Lle 

Mim/this itateu titat youngsters stat eu er V nuMSiyc «on- 

talkeetotiutn.. ,anu they saul they I’hZ been trying toftnd 

violent tnarch fVi Memph^h ^ ^ . trunt' Iv When ashed ij he thought 

alternatlees to riots. They ^Z,^^:SZT:‘Lely I said: ■ ! unts contplete- 
his visit to Memt>bis on March 2 c,l 9 oH was laum y 
ly caught uHh a miscalcnlatiou. ' 2ti:>) 

,n on a, me In lUe "^t^U^rtorls . 

C. Chrlss. eaptione<n ■ m King ^ j , ^^bose lace clotiilea iMh appar- 

' Yovoig militants jostled " 2bo) 

ent jear. They jeered ana yelled and began tos-.mg 

,n an arllcle m Ihe t^ ess 

Vl t ICLU, BL.UItS lilBO. membership rath Pi l.ynchparg. Va. , 

l^AACP is uhoied as saymg at hear the blame jin racial rioting in 

'The Jtev. Mariin Lutner UngJ >. , discihline over his Jollowers. Albert 

Men, phis, T ^inessee beemse he exerts ^ ^ivil 

by what happened in Merttphi s. 287) 
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march 2S. l9(ia (Thtdrsdav) continu ea 



In an Article in the Cammercial oj 4/1/68 ca(>tU3t^d: 

ivink Sees lasclst America Ij Riot CanuitioriH Csniintce Martin LUTHtR 
hJRC JR. , admitted that the rioting in Memphis on March 26,1968 Jorced 
a delay in his plumed poor people’s march on WasUitiiflon. 268) 



Ub short the ej/ect oj the March 28,1966 disorders on the career 
01 UR. MAR Tin LUTHER KWC JR., as a Negro leader was negative; and 
criticism oj his bettavior and practices as a leader kept com^g injrom 
both the black and widte communities jollowing the Memphis Disorders. 



In tne Press -icUnitar oj 3/29/68, Bill Evans in a story capt^eu: 
A Dark Night in Memphis Tilled with I ires and Looting, sunimarUes IM 
events oj March 28,l9k8. He ifUotes .Asst. Chief V. T. Bartfmlomew, a 26 yr. 
Veteran wUh the Memphis Police Def>artmeni as saying, ’ It was p^lwbly 
the worst night since I have been on the Police force. * He reports too, 
approximately UO jircs. He also reports on the effectiveness oj tne Tactical 
Units batrolling the City, and notes that Liquor stores seemed to be one oJ 
the favorite targets oj ike looters. Many arrests were na de and the yject- 
iveness oj Tactical Unit Patrol uxis perceptible even on the night oj March 
2c, 1968. 289) 



MARCH 29. 196S(E ridgy) 

Instances aj threats, vauualistn ana Harassment continued to 
come into the Police Defxxrtmenl at an increased >alc through the uay oj 
3 / 23 /ftS. At 3:46.\M 3/29/68 a Pol^e car »wiS shot at ia jront OJ 2090 
Ryals. 23u) 

Inteiligence sources reforlsd H»U. there was a plan on the t>art 
Of ik'Uioustrators lo nse arnmonUt as a counter tnr’asHrc against the Police 
for tucir use uj Mace uurdiig the riots. 201) 

At 12x10PM 3/29/68 DR.NLiRTIN LUTHtli lilNGJR. held a 
press conference at the Rivermonl Hotel, in which he announced that he i 
pUmned to return to Mempliis April 3, I960, and that there would lea 
massive march in the City wltich would be peaceful. He Jurther m^unced 
that the sidewalk marches and protests would be continued untU then, ue 
blamed the Police jor the Disorder on Beale Street., Bel eft Memphis via 
Eastern .% Mines for Atlanta at 3;20PM 3/29/68, 292) 
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AiAJiCJi 29,l9oSU'riaay) cotUitiued 
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The curjew remaitted in efject througnout the day and niuM 
oj March 29, 1900 . ^ 

MARCH :iO. l9i>H(Satur<iavi 

On A.u. ch <f0,l9o6 aid/rom President Lyndon B.Juhmun in quell- 
ing Uu disdorders in Memphis, and aid from George Meany, head 0/ the 
AL^ CIo Unions in setting the danitation dtrihe $vas Jormally declined 
by Mayor Henry Loeb. 

' ,» /j. demonstrations were held in Downtown Memphis, and 

f 1 1/ « L Shopping Center, which were led by REV, H, RALPH JACK 

BLACKBUKH, rev. HEHRY LOGAH STARKS, aid 
the REV. WU< OLD MlDDLLBRoOK. Marchers under IS yeais of age were, 
not petniittea by Director of Eire and Police 1 rank C, Holloman to march.^^ 

The massive march to be led by the Rev. I\ / . I-raaJilin oj Detroit, 
father oj blues singer, Aretha 1 ranulin, was cancelled as well as the mass 
meeting he was to address at Mason I'eniple. 



r'lV 



Intelligence sou ces revealed that DR. MAIJTIB LUTHER KING JR. 
Invaders, the most active group oj Black Militants in 
yor mare Hum 30 minutes before he left tne Rivermont Hotel on 

^^^.^^voders was on the invitation oj DR. 
M ARTIE LUTHER lONG JR. . ana was not Instigalea by the Invaders. 297) 

e was a slight 'reduction oJ reported instances of stride orietUed 
vandalisn. threats, at'son, harass fiienl, etc., onl\ 19 be big reported on 
«a/c« 30,1968. 2'his doubtless resulted from thr curfcii tn.poscd on the 
City and the presence oj the Nattoual Guard, who cotUmuvd to assist the 
ic.citcaL UnU-i oj the Aitm^/zis Police hepar intent. 2^/7) 

Director i rank Holloman report i that he and Chiej Henry L. Lux. 
attended a meeting at the h irst Methodist Church in Memphis called by 

^ District Supt. of the Methodist Church 
fn the Memphis Area in the hope that better communications might be set 
up between the Negro Community and the Police Department, 

nr Rollomau reports that despite attenpts on tfm part oj 

K4SCO SMITH , vice president of the local 
hapter of theNAACP to disrupt the meeting with emotional reactions that 

^f^-<^P^^otion was established with the REV. JAMES 
morris LA WSON JR. , REV. H. RALPH JACKSON, and other ministers who 
were present, jfpj 



MAJ iCH !il, l9oS (outway) 



at/L%e orieuteu vanUaUam anowed a mameu aecline on s>unaay 
Ma'ch (*,Wi oiuy 0 UuUuu:e\ being >e^rtea. £nerc wan Hoiuever, 

a thi iat on iUa>t>/ lieH,y Lueb's lije, and againsi the National Guard Heli- 
copter ivhinh haa been used so ejjectioely in the l^atroi Oj the troubled a- eas 
OJ Hit City. 

hitelUgence sources however, revealed that the Invaders and 
other Black Power groups would continue to try to make trouble at the 
schools, and the Invaders were circulating circulars shoiving how to pre- 
pare Molotov cocsiaiL'y. ■iOO} 

By the evening oj Sunday March 31, l96a there were only 1000 
Batiotutl Guar asm en remaining in the City. 301} 

un the evening o; March Jl,l9'iH HtV.JAMkS J31VL.C, lU-.V. 
tlL/ShA i^'ILLIAMs, J.'iChj, ana lit V, JAAitS ORAtiGt, all 

oJ DH. MAH TIM LUTHLP: HING JR. 's siajj ariioQd in Memphis ostensibly 
to plan /or the massive march which MARTIN LUTBItf'. RING was to lead 
between April J, and 6, i90o in Memphis. 302j 

Gea ge hryan, Comnifcial At>oeal olajj writer, carrica a story 
ui Lite Commercial Appeal oj 3 /sI/op captionca: 119 HlO'T CAShS FILL TlVO 
Cour ts. He reported that on 'iaMrday March 30. 190b in City Courts there 
were 1J9 riot casts. He reported that VJ pe>-son; weic r,el<i to tne State: u6 
canes were continued, v persons were released aj lei paying City Fines, and 
34 persons weia dtsinissea. 303) 

jiHothcr story ui tne iJutume’^ciaf %ppeal oj 3/3l/6b was carried 
unuci Liti Acapti'ju: NtA Ait.LLi. I'IkjN ttj oR'T tLoGL iTLD BY 3 2'OP CLERGY- 
MtN. This story stutfu that */€v ej u-t- tumi'd n.et ioLion oj the. Sanitation 
.ttrin.e were being -yuggosUo !>\> I- Ionian CrJnalP: Bisno;- oj T'.vmtssce JC'yEPH 
LUliIi^Jy, i piicopal BtStiop' Oj I ewit ssee , 3ioLi\ A X'.-l N i C i'>C)hoT. ana 
Alethoaist iiishoi. oj Tennessee, LLi.t > t IMGtL. 304) 



A PRIL 1 ■ I9€6f Mondayl 

on April l.l9t» Mayor HOtRY 

IVUO at 12 MUnlgU. <«c«d march by 

m^Z'RT^ LS^^R «. ^oarJ 0/ KUtO-S aUa. oMr. In lorn, 

planning the March. 

UR, J-RAUK aOLLOUAH rtports that on 

CUy .ach an Injnnctlon In f.Ocral <^'‘‘^^‘‘^’nlRK^C In m cjjort 

Rcporla 0/ vanMUm. haras.mcnl etc. . continued lo Increase 
over those reported jor the previous night. 307) 

There were more threats reported against 
UENRTLOEB from members of Negro Juvenile gangs. XfBK 30t0 

At 2PM 4/1/68 an agent oj the local FBI Ojjice reported that 
HELEN PERKINS, o/ the lomfoSie"who sZZed like 

ataM a bomb ndtl go oj! and he udtl be assaeelnated. 309) 

' tntellleence Inyormallon was that OR. MARTW ^ 

Lleulenanls ^e ^lna called to Memphis from alt over the country. 310) 

At U30PM there were 1300 3 “// 

und by nttht/all. not more than 400 were espected to be lejt In the y. 

The March which sla.ted at 3M0PM April 1.1966 Involved between 
400 and 500 demonstrators. 31& 
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APRIL 1 , l9o8{M<mday} conthtued 

Threat* a^aln*t the Memphis Police came in jrom a tmmber oj 
souices beteveen 3/30/68 and 4/1/6S. And on one occasion , V.S, Civil 
Rights Commission worker, ROSETTA MILLER, who had been participa- 
ting in the Demonstrations since the start oJ the Smnitation Strike told 
Detec time E, E, REDDiTT, oJ the Memphis Police Department tk t they 
were gobtg to get him, and if she had a gun herself, she would shoot him 
herself. This remark was made no doubt, because it was known that 
Detective E. E. REDDITT was returning information jrom the meetings 
he attended to the Memphis Police Department. 3131 

On April l,l968 LARRY PAYNE, a male negro teenager, who 
had been shot during the riots, etfter he had beenjound looting, and pulled 
a knife on a Police Ojficer, was laying in state at Claybom Temple. 314) 



APRIL 2,1968 (Tuesday) 

The Press Scimitar of 4/2/68 in a story captioned: MEMPHIS 
HAS QUIET NIGHT, quotes Asst. Chief Bill Price as reporting that activUy 
during the night oj April 1,1968 had been no greater than usual. 315) 

The Commercial Appeal carried a story under the caption: 
KUYKENDALL ACCUSES KING OF SPARKING MEMPHIS CLASH, in which 
it is reported that Tennessee Congressman, Dan Kuykendall, on the House 
Eloor in Washington publicly accused DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. oJ 
agitating destruction and hatred in Memphis. 316) 

bi another story in the Commercial Appeal under the caption: 
CITY STUDIES COUNTER STEPS TO THREAT OF MASS MARCH, it was 
reported that Mayor HENRY LOEB $vas studying what legal steps could be 
taken to prevent another mass march, and among the remedies considered 
were: Court Injunctions against Leaders; Resumption of the Curfew; and 
the Placing of Leaders under Peace and Financial Responsibility Bonds. 

This uios the result of the meeting called by the Director of Fire and Police, 
Mr. Frank C. Holloman, at Police Headquarters on April 1,1968 which was 
attended by Law Enjorcement Officials and Civic Leaders as well. 317) 

In a story in the Press Scimitar of 4/2/68 under the caption: 

V COUNCIL TAKING NEW STRIKE ROLE, it was reported that the CUy Coun- 
cil was calling jor a resumption oj the mediation talks with the Garbage 
Strikers. 318) 
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A PHIL 2^l9b8fTUL6JJAY) conlUmed. 



C. o.M. L. (Community on the Move jor tqualityi hela a strategy 
meeting at Claybom Temple at lOAM 4/2/68 in which the 
with COME, explored the possibility oj securing O. L. O. (OjJic J 
ic up^rtunity> and O. P. C. (War an Poverty 

an of^e lor them and their operations. At another meeting of the C. U. M. L. 
leJe% at the LorraUte Motel oPM 4/2/68, some y 3 ^°"" 

the removal oj James Morris Lawson, Jr. , as leade> oj C. u. M. a. Jivf 

The body oj LARR Y PA YNt who had been shot autdng 
oJ 3/28/68 which had been laying in State at Claybom Tanple . 

was viewed by thousand s oj strikers and Strike SympaUi^ers. ^ . 
was held in the Temple in the ajtemoon with the Rev. B. 

Interment was in the New JBW Park Cemetery on Horn Lake Road. Notx incident 
were reported during' the Funeral. 320) 

UA YARD RUSTIM oj the A. rhilUp tianaolph InstUuty and 
GoTBAUM, Executive Director ^ the District Council io7, oj the A Fs 
(American tederation 0} State.County & Municipal 
that oOOO pe. sons jrom alt over the U. S. would converge on 
Local rumors were that 30. 000 people would be in Memphis Jor the Nationwide 
march to be led by DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 321) 

Intelligence Sources revealed that CHARLES CABBAGE, EDWIN A 
HARRELL, JOHN B. SMITH ami other bwader leaders were meeting in Room 
315 oj the Lorraine Motel with other Black activists and King aides, an tha 
another meeting betweeti them and MARTIN LUTHER 'Jf V ‘f. 

planned jor 4/3/OB. They held two meetings at vPM and 9PM 4/2/ob in re. 
the jundbtg oj the Invaders by National Organizations. 322) 

April 2,196:. a MR. ROBERT CAMPBELL oj 3546 Aurora (Circle 
called stating that he had received a telephone calljrom Columbus, Ohio 
jrom a former business associate uho was a reliable man, who stated thy 
Ij king retumedto Memphis Airport jor his March, he would “ , 

Negro and that a Memphis Policeman woulu be blamed jor it. MR.CAMPB KL 
jrtend would not reveal where he had received this hijoi motion. 328) 

April 2, 1968 at a Press Conjerence at Claybom Temple, REV. 
SAMUEL KYLES and REV. JESSE JACKSON . and S. C. L. C. (Southern Christ- 
ian Leadership Conjerence) members announced mass meetings woul be 
resumed 4/3/68. REV. KYLES, also announced that he was soliciting aU 
alleged Police Brutality Complaints. REV. 

cU^g jour Memphis targets: Coca Cola Bottling Co . ; Harts Bread 
Bread Co. ; and Seal Test Dairy Products. He accused white tacism jor the 

trouble in Memphis. 324) 
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A PHIL 2. l 968 fTu€Mdav) continued 



b m Mei vtew wUli iup€ctor C. P. ^ i'^^jAM^^Oltn/S 

WM^r-d£zKESsSIz 

oj tk 0 Hegro CommtatUy in Memphis. 326) 

spokesmen /or the Negro Ministers involved in 
they would ignore any tnjunction against hold ing a Mass ^ 

rZT!!ere^yjour reported instances oj harassment and vandalism on 

4/2/63. 326) 



APRIL 3.196S /Wednesday) 

Director Frank C. Holloman states that on April 
asked to attend a meeting in CUy 

LUCIUS BURCH, DAVID CA YWUOD ana Attorney WM MIKAEL CUl^w 
u,ere attembtbie to persuade the CUy to drop the infunction ogain^t MAHii^ 
TuTH^G, ^Tc.L. C. (Soutthem Christian Leadership Conjerence) 

leaders and permit the March, 327) 

Furthermore on AprU 3, 1968 Director Holloman received /rom 
Philip A. Perel, a memo, and oJ ° 

bv local black activists. It toas addressed to the Rev. LA wSUH, f nn 
HOLLOMAN, the COMMERCIAL APPEAL, and PHIL PEREL and was 

titled: -Yellow Tfmrsday' and read as LUTHER KING has 

proven himselj to be a yellow uncle Tom. !"vT 

BLACK POU'LH will have to jinia h what the YhLLO \V KING c • 

are ^ing^^id outjLt howgood-How Big and Brave The Polic^epar^ 
Is. Sure they are big enough to beat old people ®J2I!*^a»»'s^PaWy 7 

innocent kids- But can they stop a march told tT ^ 

Colton Carnival. A party the negro has never ^ 

on down to Beale Street ^ . i^have your party down there. 

Ms Cotton Comtool- WkUoy «o oM bo 
Babv will with you hadn^t spent all that money on tinesel ^ tri 

Zlbi You given it to the Sanitation Workers- or i/ that should 

be settled on Negro Ghettos. 
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APRIL 3, 196iif Wednesday) continued 



" Ij we can ttot get HAP BULkVH in (;erson to attend your Rich 
O0ry Party , ite will be here in spirit, bi the words oj t ink LOED, "what has 
to be done will be none. ' 

" We are going to make Memphis Jamous the World over -Some- 
thing your two bit carnival never could, and you will Burn Baby Bum ." 323) 

Under the caption of: DAY Of DECISIONS, the Press Scimitar oj 
4/3/P8 carried a picture oJ Mayor HENRY LOEB, and Director o/ fire and 
Police, FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, entering the f ederal Building seeking ati in- 
junction against the planned Nationwide March to be led in Memphis by DR, 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, The same story shows a picture oj DR, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR, arriving at the Memphis Airport with his aides. 329) 

The Commercial Appeal oj 4/3/b3 under the caption: MARCH 
SPOKESMAN TO IGNORE ANY COURT BANS, carried a story quoting 

the REV, SAMUEL U KYLES stating, " such things as injunctionsjaaa or 
a peace bond would have no ejfect on the march. " 330) 

The headlines oj the Press Scimitar oj 4/3/oB were JUDGE fuRBL 
BIG MARCH PLANNED LED BY KING, UNION MEN, and the story accompany- 
tng it reports thct f ederal Judge BAIL'EY BROW had at the request of Mayor 
HENRY LOEB and other City Ojjicials issued a temporary order restraining 
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. , and any oj his followers from leading a Mart 
in Memphis. 331) 

r 

bi another story in the Commercial Appeal by Jejjerson Riker, 
unaer the caption: Union In Sanitation Strike Wooing Hospital Workers, it was 
reported that the American federation of State, County & Municipal Employees 
Union (AFSCME) ivas i ecruUhig kitchen, laundry and maintenance employees 
and Licensed I*ractical Nurses at the City Hospitals, 332) 

On April 3,19U3 there were seven reports oj harassment, threats 
or vwtdalism, as well as a threat on the lije of Mayor Loeb, and two threats 
against Police Ojjicers, and there were rumors abroad that there would be re- 
taliatUm on the pari of the Black Power groups against the Policeman who shot 
LARR Y PA YNE, the young Negro who was shot while looting 3/28/68. 334) 

Intelligence Sources revealed that Black Power leaders were at 
all the schools urging the students and teachers to stay away from school jor 
the planned March, and a significant number of persons from out of town were 
arriving apparently to participate in the march. 334) 
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APRIL 3. 196ti( i^ednesday f c onti nued, 

martin LUTHER KING JR, Heplaned in Memphis at 

UR^ THOMAS MATTHEWS told ILl * ^ — 

IZTJ 

v<«» uiharevar h* wanted to go, * we have not invUed no powe y mw 

fs St^y^mem- Warring that the SecuHtyUetaU 

Jtd at no time would she tell Detective Lt. Davis what her plans were, 

or what they were going to do. 

i^tar while following MRS. MATTHEWS and the REV.hMTIN 
^iSoksoTTget time, I will see what I can do about it, 235) 

Tj&">as”is . «<; -V i?-s 

and the Security yetau sunpjy ju secured all entrances to 

?sSsli!ssss 

At tht Urn, WSPtCTOH 
MORRIS LAWSOR JR. , ot th4 

r.xr r rc;T“-.i»r£^ 

Polte* Dtpartmmt Jar Iht purpost of prottetlng Or. Kdnp. 33B! 



I 
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APRIL J,l96iifWedn€SiUMV} continued 



Members oj the Invaders (local Black activist group) were 
n oted around the Lorraine Motel between 1:25 PM an d 6:30PM Apr il 3, 1968. 
n*.t 2,2bPM federal Ujjicers^ere noted amund tt^ Lorrain e Moj el, and 
oTZT^PM Pederal Marshalls 'served the injunction restraining UR. MAR TlPi 
LUTBLK mUC Jrom Marching in Memphis. At 2;50PM American Civil 
Liberties Union Lawyers, LUCIUS BURCH , DAVID CAY WOOL, et al. ar- 
rived at the Lorraine Motel along with RhV, JAMhS MORRIS LAWSON JR. , 
and REV. SAMUEL KYLES and JESSE EPPS and at 3:17PM there was a 
Black Power meeting atk the Motel, ^39) 



At the mass meeting at Mason Temple Jor April 3,1968 in 
speeches preceding those oj X DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING to an audience 
OJ approx. 2UU0, the REV. JAMES MORRLH LA WSON JH. , statea that the 
shooting OJ LAKE Y PA YNE(who was shot during the looting 3/28/68) was 
cold blooded murder, and pointed out the Policemen in the audience at which 
time Detective E. E. Reddltt, ana Ptlmn. W. B. Richmond lejt the audience. 
Threats against the life oj both oj' these oj/icers were made on April 3, 1968. 
MRS. TMOMAS(TARLEASE) MATTHEWS had threatened Detective Redditt 
when he was there in the Security Detail on the Arrival oj DR. MARTIN LUTHt 
KING JR. in Memphis 4/3/68. 340) 



In a speech at the Mass Meeting at Mason Temple April J, 1968 
Dr. Martin Luther King addressed about 2000 persons, and pleaded jor 
unity. He stated tlust the injunction would not stop the march, and made 
an address which many regard piS his own ohiPtary Jor his own death. 341) 
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AFUlL, 4, IJba(Thuraday) 

At 9:40AAi April 4,1966 Memphis Police Deparlntenl received 
injormaiion throuah Intelligence Soxerces that the Ku Klux Klan would not come 
to MemphFi 4/4/66 /or /ear that they might be blamed tor anything which 
might happen, and any Klansman in Memphii on 4/4/Ob u<as here wilhout . , 

the approval oj the Klan oj/icials. 342) 

At 1:46PM April 4, 1966 there was a rumor abroad that Stokeley 



Carmichael had arrived in Memphis but this was not ferijied. 343) 
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At approx, 3:30PM Intelligence information teas received that J 
there was a plat abroad to hill Detective L. L. Reiiditt, He had been called ^ 
at the hire House, where he was maintaining surveillance on the activUicAj/r.o^'fi- 
OJ Martin LUTULH KIHG, and his party, at 12:45PM b\ a 1 cmqle Colored^ 

WHO Itidlcalea that she Knew ne was there, and said his spying was an ojjense 
against his people. After receiving this information Detective Reddill was \ 
removed jrom his post at the Fire station far his own sajety, and Ptlmn. 
ir. D. Richmond remained at the Firesiation keeping Surveillance on the 
Lorraine Motel and DR, KlHC'S party. 344) 






Mr, I toixk C. Holloman relates that on April 4, 1968 he, and Chiej 
H. L. Lux, ana Chief J. C. Macdonald, were in Federal Court, where they 
testijied in connection with the injunction that the City was seeking. ANDRL vV 
YOUNG, and others testified jor the Southern Christian Leadership Conjer- 
ence. At 4PM the Court took the case under advisement, and a temporary 
restrkining order was issued against MAR TIN LUTHER KING and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

q 1 At &PM a conjidential report jro m outside Mem u his arrived advising 

1 that li.A.M. (Revolutionary Action Movement) hao plan: to assassinate Detect- 
1 ive t. h. Readitt, who iiad been active throughout the st'ihe providing the 
I Police Department with Intelligence Injormaiion and a security plan was 
jlaid out jor him. 345) 



[ 



Detective RedditVs report for 4/4/66 Indicates from 10:30AM on 
tltere was considerable activity at the Lorraine Motel, and almost contin- 
uous meetings between, S.C.C.CfSoutthem Christian Leadership Conference) 
ojjicials, local C. O. M, E, (Community on the Move for Equality) ofjicials and 
the local black activists known as the Invaders. Of this latter group, JOHN 
HENRY FERGUSON, THEODORE MANUAL, CHARLES CABBAGE, JOHN B. 
SMITH, MILTON MACK and others were observed coming and gain from Room 
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APRIL 4.1968 ^Thursdavi continued 

316 which was their Headquarters at the Lorraine Motel. 



34o) 



Y ■ 
\y 






Ptlmn. W . B. Richmond's log, which continues ajter Detective 
L. t.Hedditi was removed jrom his post at the Fire House reflects somewhat 
^ of a lull in the aciiviiies at the Lorraine Motel until about o;SOPM when all 
oj the Invaders were observed to leave Room 316, Bag and Baggage. 347) 

At approximately 5;56PM RJt.V. SAMVEL KYLES was observed 
to go to the room of MARTIN LUTHER KING, and DR. KING was observed 
speauing with REV. KYLES ai the doorway to his room. 348) 

At approximately 6:68PM a car arrived in the courtyard of the 
Lorraine Motel and REV, JAMES ORANGE, and RE V. JAMES BEVEL oJ the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conjercnce weee observed to disembarh Jrom 
/ ^ it along with a Female Negro knotm as CLARA ESTES. 349) 

''ud" X At approximately 6PM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING came from 

his room and leaned over the handrail speaking to some Oj the S. C. L. C. 
group standing in the driveway when a sharp retort was heard, and DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING Jell backward on the jloor oj the balcony. 350) 




\ 






fr- 



At 6:01PM Ptlmn. W. B. Richmond telephoned the Intelligence Office 
OJ the Memphis Police Department and reported that DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR, had been shot. 351) 

Ptlmn. W. B. Richmond reported that there were approximately 
lo Male Negroes in the Parking Lot oj the Lorraine Motel at the time DR. 
MARTIN LUplER JONG was shot. 362) 









leview oj the Dictograph tapes oj the radio transmissions 
between vPM and 6;20PM April 4,1966 r eflect that Tact 10 which tvas at 
,, Jc I tii c. Lorraine Motel at the time of the shooting wa fthejirst to report the 
A iAssasstnation oj DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, at 6:03PM. At 6:05PtM a 

("Signal Q order was put out, and all tact Units were advised to form a ring 
I around the Lorraine Motel, and allow no one to enter or leave, md to stop 
I all trajjte, motor and pedestrian. 

At 6;06PM Tact 10 advised that the shot had been Jired jrom a 
brick building directly across from the Lorraine Motel. At 6;06PM the 
the order was put out to seal the uhote area around the Lorraine Motel. 
6:07PM the weapon was located tn jront oj 424 S. Main, and a suspect 
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APRIL 4,l96H (Thursaavf continued 



^ reported to have been seen running :^uth on Main iront 4 Pd 

^i//i <iar4r wearing dark colored clothes At 6'09PM the i ^ 

J^U Uu, MARTm HffTBEn KING 

A/nf ambulance, with Ptlmn, Wolje in the ambulance^^\h 

/!.- Jiichard Lentz, in the Commercial Appeal of 4/5/Ob / ebortintr on 

-/ '*« oy 

in Guardsmen arrived to take over street^patrola 

and sunrming into streets. smashU^ windows 

^th atros^M announcement oj the CivU Right •s ^ders 



. , o- Memphis police had arrested 80 persons bv lAM Therp u.p^p 

w Iti of the rilght. t'Oticemen armed with submachine 

«Ao battling flames that archedto 

Pieces ojXie^^^^ ^ 

Pieces ojjire equipment were at t/a scene. There were no incidents. 

Afemoktp Patrolmen were reported moving in jorce toward 

tuat dsmm called jor duty hwUt uZf*& ■• ^’‘ 

6 « tfamdjMy’SZ^d!'*’'”’ ““ »»< 

mtotpei »’ t ^llingUm speaking etfter the news oj Dr. King’s death 

aroused B^iTfor^the^h^J^eR^^ the feelings and emotions which this crime has 
cautt::'JL ^^:l^^^ OJ our citUens must ezercUe 



APRIL 4.l!ii38(cuntinu*ai Thursday 



"Tht cur/0to imtntdiaMy closed allUquor stores and estab- 
lishments seUing beer, Jire arms or ammunition. 

Shooting began at 7;17PM when shots were reported in the vicht- 
Uy oj Tillman and Johnson. The worst sniping appeared to ^e in tie 
Rowell area, where two police ojjicers were reported 

gunman shooting Jrom around the comer oj a building. At 9;20PM Police cars 
were still under Jire in the same area. (The ojjicers wounds were n<t serious.) 

••fire and Police Director Franh Holloman said, •'Rioting and 
looting is rampant in the City. Listening to ealUJrom ^lice ^odio^ , 
and reports from the jUld, Mr. Holloman reported tk(U his 36 t^Ucol units 
had the situation Jairly weU under control by about 

and other violent incidents had subsided somewhat. Be advised cUMens, Re 
main oJJ the streets, k¥/9p keep your chUdren at home and rerna^ 
are doing everything we can do. I call upon all cilizens of Memphis 
Jully with ojjicers as they do the tasks they must perjorm at this terrible 



DuHngthe day oJ April 4,1968 prior to the Assassination oJ Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KiHG, Mr.CATO ELLtS , U. 3 . Federal Marshall, advised 
that Federal tmrelalls were guarding tie homes 

TOM. ROBINSON, Federal Judge MACRAE, and Federal Judge BAILEY BROv^ 

36 






Intelligence sources Jurther report that at the meetings between 
Southern Christian Leadership ConJerenee(S. C. L. C) and the Invaders at the 
Lorraine Motel, Southern Chris/ian Leadership Conference leaders tvere en- 
deavoring to secure the services of the Invaders as parade marsltalls.jor the 
massive march planned for AprU 8, 1968. Furthermore at one oJ these meet- 
ing the REV. JAMES MORRIS LA WSON JR. tvas overheard to have made the 
remark, "Thanh God for the riot of last weeh.Jor without it we tvould never 
have gotten all litis outside help. " 356) 



It is worthy of note that Jour tact units were working near the 
Lorraine MoUl at the time DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot. <*long *vUh 
fix additional cars manned with Jour men each, all oJ whom along with Homi- 
cide and Intelltnence Officers were dispatched to the scene to guard it, and 
assi St in the sMrck Jor the Assassin oJ DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. (The 
Tact Units consisted oJ Jrom 12 to 16 men each.) 367) 
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APRIL 4.l9ti8(Thursdav) continued . 



A/jril 4, 1968 a curjew was aeclared between 7PM and HAM 
and Memphis City Schools were orderea closed for 4/5/68. Governor BUFORD 
kLLINGTON orderea the National Guard to Memphis, and at 12 Midnight Lt. 

Arhin oj the Police Department Intelligence reported f>00 Law tnjorcement Ojjic- 
ere on duty consisting of Memphis Policemen, Tennessee Highway Patrolmen, 
ana 8Herijj*s Deputies, and by Midnight 3800 National Guardsmen had arrived 
in the City. 

At 11;40PM the rumor was abroad that Bemie Lansky, a Beale 
Street merchant who had suj/ered in the riot of 3/28/68 had hired the assassin 
OJ DR. MARTIN LUTHLR KING. 359) 



APRIL 5, l9dSd ridgy ) ^ 

Ilie assassination oj DR, MAH TIN LUTHER KING JK. , received 
nationwide news covoage Jor several days jollowing his ueath, the Memorial 
March /or him in Memphis on April 8, 1968 and his funeral. 360) 

On Friday April 5, and Saturtiay April 6,1966 City Attorney FRANK 
CIANoTTI returned to Judge MAC RAF seeking an injunction against the massive 
march, but though the permit for the Massive march and demonstration was not 
signed until April 8,1966, the jeeling was that in view oj the Assassination oj 
MARTIN LUTUFR KING, and the national jeeling aroused over the assassination, 
the march would be permitted. 3ol) 

r 

In Memphis April 6,1966 $vas a day oj arson and looting, as re- 
ported on the editorial page of the Commercial Appeal of 4/5/68, which showed 
pictures of the burning of the Ferrell Lumber Co, at 1001 North Secona, above 
an editorial captioned: MEMPHIS NEEDS CALM, which went on to <av; 

'The 

death oj DR. KING does not solve any problems in Memphis or ht the nation. 
Indeed , it aggravates the existing problems ana maues more urgent the need 
for settlement of the Memphis dispute that precipitated the assassination. "362) 

In the Press Scimitar of 4/5/68 in a story under the caption: 
DAYLIGHT VIOLENCE BREAKS OUT AFTER BUSY NIGHT FOR POLICE, 116 
arrests were reported as well as sporadic instances oj shots being jlred at 
officers, arsons and looting of stores. The story reported as well that the 
curjew would continue for the night oj April 5,1968, and that bus service would 
be discontinued at 6;15PM, 
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APRIL 6, 196bf Friday) cow«wa<4> 

Oh April 6, 1968 tk«r0 tea» a ma«j march of Memphis Ministers 
against City Balt, and RABBI WAX as spokesman Jar the group addressed 
MAYOR HSBRY LOBB im a highly emotional and demanding tvay, demanding 
the expediting o/ the Sanitation Strike settlement. 3641 

On April S, 1968 there were 36 reported instances oj turasaments, 
and either ectwif or threats oj arson and vandalism etc. A number of calls 
were received as well naming various persons as suspects in the assassination 
oS DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING. 366i 

Reports were received from Law Enforcement agencies in other 
cMes to the pffect that large groups of peopU were converging on Memphis 
from all over the Nation for the Massive Memorial March planned for April 8, 
1968. 3661 



APRIL 6. 1968/Saturdav) 

The Press Scimitar, Memphis Newspaper of 4/6/68 carried 
a story under the h ead li ne s, 20,000 to 40,000 PERSONS EXPECTED FOR 
KING MEMORIAL MARCH MONDA Y. This article listed some of the notables 
expected to participate in the March of April 8, 1968. 367) 

Saturday April 6, 1968 and Sunday April 7, 1968 in Meetings at 
the Clardige Hotel with Director of Fire and Police Frank Holloman, Chief 
J, C. Macdonald and A Then Asst. Chief Henry £. Lux and ANDREW YOUNG, 
and JAMBS BEVEL of Southern jChristian Lwadership Conference, BAYARD 
RUMTIM, REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, and some of the Invaders including 
JOHN B. SMITH, the groundwork was laid for the massive march, the routes 
established, the time of the march set, and the agreement reached that all 
marchers would be off the street by 6PM. These meetings were held in the 
Balinese Room at the Hotel Claridge. 

At these meetings the Demonstrators insisted that a high plat- 
form be buUt in Jront of the Cfty Hall by the Pnrk Commission, and U was 
agreed that TV coverage would be made by NBC only. Chief Lux estimates 
that there werelO, 000 National Guardsmen in the City at that time, and it 
was g agreed te meetings with the commanders of the National Guard, that 
they would guard the march, and the Memphis Police Department would form 
in Tact Units al the outskirts of the actual demonstrations to handle any dis- 
order which might erupt in other areas. 368) 
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APRIL 6.1968 Oaturdavt cwi<faw#iC 

£• author mriiels ha tkt Prttt Seimitar oj 4/6/68 a aiory 
W 09 mritUm by Pr— admitar RaporUr, Ckarlaa Broim mtdtr tkt caption: 
LBT*9 awe TAKtNO PART, raporta Oat a rccnmptkm of the Sanitation 
Striba td IMa bad otartad and that Vmdaraacrctary of tkabor, JAMES RBYNOLDS 
mmld partMpata in tbam, 36V 

bt §tiu amotbor »tory printed In tha PrcMt Scimitar of 4/6/68 
under tbe eaptiem DWtCTMENT UNRER NEWRiOTLAW U woe reported 
that tbe Sheiby County OmndJury bad Indteted RANDOLPH WILLIAMS JR. 

23 of 331 Hermemdefir Parikipattng In a Riot, and for Aaeamlt to Murder. 
Maximum puniekment un^ tbe mem km 1e from 1 to 5 yeare. 370) 

And Bamea Carr anotber Preee Scimitar Reporter carried a 
etory in the Preee Sci mita r of 4/6/68 undaa the caption: 4 WBiTB MEN 
STILL FASTDtQ IN SUPPORT OF STRIKERS, and showed a picture of JIMMY 
CAdES, REV, RICHARD MOON, EDWARD CARTER, and RICHARD CELLER 
tebo were etaging a banger strike in City Hall until the Sanitatiou Strike teas 
aettled, 371) 

Tbe Preee Scimitar of 4/6/68 eUo carried a story by Wayne 
Chastain, Prese Scimitar reporter under the caption: SUSPECTED LOOTER 
DIES, and reports the death of ELLIS TATE, Mate Negro of 86 East Utah. 
TATE is reported to baae fired on Police Officere when they were investi- 
gating a Liquor Store Looting at Trigg and Adelaide, TA TE is listed as the 
third fatality since the violence began, the first having been LARRY PAYNE, 
and tbe second DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 372) 

r 

On April 6,1968, 13 incidents of threiRa, harassment or actual 
strike oriented arson and vandalism were reported . 873) 

r 

On April 6, 1968 Strike meetings continued and JERR Y WURF, In - 
temational PresUent of the American Federation of State, County and Muni- 
cipal Employeee Union (AFSCME) indicated at thU meeting the Union would 
accept a package put together by Federal mediators. 376) 

Names of euepecte of the KING biller continued to come in on 
April 6, 1968, and tbreate age^i tbe Ufe of Memphis Mayor, HENRY LOEB 
conthmed. 375) 
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APRIL 7, l968(SuHdav) 



■ Tht Commercial Appeal a/ 4/7/68 earrUd a feature story under 
the eaptioa of MEMPHIS CARSSt and announced the Mass Memorial Meeting 
sponsored by the Memphis Ministerial Association to be held in Crump Sta- 
dium that day, S76f 

bt another feature article teritten by Roger Samsot under the caption 
HATtOHAL GVARDSMElt FIND MEMPHIS TO BE HOME OF GOOD ABODE, 
the co-operaNon batsmen ttu National Guard and the Citisens of Memphis and 
Memphis buskteua peapla warm cited, 877! . 

Ai stm mother story in the Commercial Appeal of 4/7/68 under 
the captiom MARCHEHS MAP MODtEIED PLANS, it was reported that 20 
members ofa March strategy Committee had met at the Ctaridge Hotel to 
dtseuss the route and rules for the Mass Memorial March of 4/8/66 with Dir- 
ector of Fire and Poliea Frank C, Holloman. Mr. Holloman announced that 
no traffic would be allowed in the March area after SAM Monday, and that no- 
ona would be allowed on roofe or marquees on Main Street. Rulee for newsmen 
were aleo outlined. Mr. Holloman felt that the march amid be peaeefuUy conduct- 
ed. 378) 

On April 7,1868 Attorney General of the United States RAMSA Y CLARK, 
M Ageut DeLoach of the FBI met in the office of Director Holloman, but their 
Koneem eeemed to be exclusively with the conduct of the National Guard. Mr, 
Clark eought to hava tha National Guard Federaltsed, but Governor EUtngton 
contacted Presidant Johnson in Washington, and the National Guard was not 
Federalised. 

However, it woe decideif that no Policemen would be on Main Street 
at the lime of the Maeeive march, and the Streets were guarded by the National 
Guard, as it was fait that tha appearance of the Police might provbke an incident. 

' 379 ) 



Many letters to the editor publiehed in the Commercial Appeal of 
4/7/68 cheered the Police for their firm eland during the troubled timee in 
tha CUy. 380) 

fe Raporttng cm tha Aseasebsation, Commercial Appeal Reporter, Wm. 

, wrota an arttela undar the captiom POLICE SEEKING DEFINITE SOS- 
bi which ha omtUned tha progreee of the Martin Luther King murder in - 
ton, 381) 
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APRIL 7. 1968 (Simdav) continued 



On April 7» 1968, ABC, BBS, and NBC att up thai>' operations on 
Main Street to make Monday, Apti I 8, 1968*a Memorial March in Memphis 
a Televieiom Bxtrmoagenam. 38J9 

IntelUgenee Somrees reptrt ed on 4/7/68 that members of the 
ReoolutUmary Action Movement(RAM) from Philadelphia as well as Black 
NationsUist Leaders from California, Kansas City, Detroit, Chicago, St, 

Louis, Louisville and Nashville were alleged to be headed to Memphis for 
the Memorial March, bttelUgenoa sources reported as well that a woihshpp 
for Parade Marshalls was c ond ucted at Claybom Temple, AprU 7, 1968, and 
the plan was for 9 persons to metrch abreast, with women and children on 
the inside and men an the outside, and ssUk a/rtA parade marshall for each 
Una of marchers, 389 

On April 7, 1968 REV, JAMBS ORANGE, one of the late DR, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING'S staff appeared on a radio panel over WDIA with NA T WILLIAMS 
and he blamed DR, KING'S death on his Poor People's Campaign, stating that 
anyone mobilising for the purpose of improving the economy of the poor will 
be hilled also, 384) 

At a Maas meeting at Mason Temple, REV. U. RALPH JACKSON, 
pastor of Claybom Temple and one of the leaders of the Ministerial group sup- 
porting the Sa nitati on Si^e stated that the Mass Meeting held earlier that date 
in Crump Stadium had not been in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , but 
simply to save face for the City of Memphis, 385) 

On April 7, 1968 there were 14 reported incidents involving strike 
oriented threatk, arsons 4t vandalism. 386) 



A PRIL 8, 1968( Monday) 

In the Press Scimitar of 4/8/68, a story under the headlines: 
MRS. KING LEADS SILENT MARCH IN MEMPHIS TRIBUT TO HUSBAND, the 
story reports that while making a speech in front of City Hall she stated: 
"Those of you who believe in what Martin Luther King stood for, / would 
challenge you today to see that his spirit never dies. " The crowd at City 
Hall was estimated by Press Scimitar reporters to be 14,000. 387) 

This same story reports that WALTER REUTHER, President 
of the United Auto Workers, spoke as welt, stating that Ms Union was pre- 
senting $50,000. 00 to the Memphis Garbagemen, and in addressing the crowd 
he made thee statement: "MAYOR LOEB, before all this is over we are going 
to drag you into the 20ik Century. " 388) 
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A PHIL S.l966fMoHday> continued 



HARRY BhLLAtOSTh aUo addi cased the crowd siatinn, 'America 
was jottnded OH, ana ynainiained by violence-- violence visited on (scfsons 
who were colored, by persons who were white. 3b9) 

Sideatreets ojj Main Street and the One oj march were sealed ojj by 
armed Rational Guar^men, and Guardsmen on top aj downtown ouildings 
kept surveillance oJ the march. 390) 

bi an article bt the Commercial Appeal of 4/8/b8 under the caption: 
Mediator Silent On Strike Talks, the deadlock In the Garbage :>trike was outlim 

• C 

Ih another article in the Press Scimitar oj 4/8/68 under the caption: 
tire Bombings, Vandalism Continues in Memphis, a report was made on the 
continuing arson & vandalism going on in the City. 392) 

10 Instances oj threats, arson and vandalism were reported tkthe 
Police Department on 4/8/68, as well as another threat on the lije oj Mayor 
Loeb, jgMuicxtiiex$dcaaax£^ pa'epewx'S Xsst:deoci>x)c$ta na ihiw.MH^fi3Asiitle‘xi tts: , mn bs 393) 

bxtelligence sources verified that Sto»eley Carmic)uiel was in 
Richmond, Virginia onApHl 6,l9o8 arranging bond jor U.HAP BRUd/N ana 
not in Memphis as had been rumored. 394) 

Buses were being chartered by various groups in Memphis on April 
8,1963 to go to the tuneral oj DU, MARTIN LUTHER KINO JR. , hx Atlanta 
OH April 9,1968. 395) f 

The Memorial March oj April 8,1963 started at Claybum Temple 
at 11AM April 6,1968, and proceaeu North on Hernando to Linden Jrom Pontuti 
^^est on Linden to Main Street and North on Main Street to City Hall 
the march stopped tor a period oj prayer com speeches about DR. KING. At tin 
conclxision oj these speeches, tlxe Piarch then continued North on Main Street 
to Poplar, hast on Poplar to Secoxiti, and South on second to Linden, then Last 
on L indent to Hernando and South on Hernando to Clayborn Temple where the 
march disbanded. Police Department estimate o/ the nuxnber oj marchers wa.i 
lUtOOO, The group was comprised uj approximately bO% Kegroes and 20 X) iV/iii 
both mates and females. 396) 
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APRIL 8,1968 ^Monday) continued 



Somt 0/ those identified in the March were the REV. RALPH 
ABERNATHY, new head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conjerence; 
WALTER RBUTHER, of the Union Of Auto Workers, DR. BENJAMIN 
SPOCK, MRS. CORETTA JONG., REV. JAMES MORRIS LA WSON JR. , 
HARRY BELAFONTE, JERRY WVRF, President oj the American Feder ~ 
atioH of State County A Municipal Employees (AFSCME); REV. JOSEPH 
A DURICK, Roman Catholic Bishop of Tennessee: REV. H. RALPH JACKSON, 
BAYARD RUSTIM, BILL CROSBY, ROBERT CU BP, PERCY SUTTON, 
Preeident cf the Borough of Manhattan, and other Southern Christian 
Leadership Costferenee (SCLCI and Community on the Move for £q uality 
C. O.M, B ojficials. 397) 

~ It is further worthy oj note, that pursuant to an order Jrom 
Director Frank C. Holloman, there were no Uniform Police Ojficers 
within sight of the line of march. And all streets were sealed ojf by Nation- 
al Guardsmen. This was done to eliminate any possible ittcident between 
the local police and the marchers. A security detail was assigned to 
MRS. KING, and REV.RALPH ABERNATHY and their party while in Mem - 
phis April 8,1968. 398) 



APRIL 9. 1968 (Tuesday) 



In the Commercial Appeal of 49/68 an article commenting on 
the Memorial March oJ April 8, 1966 under the caption: PEACE PHILOSOPHY 
EXEMPLIFIED, BUT SPEECHES BETRAY IMPATIENCE, reported the 
number of marchers as 19,000, and quoted the REV. JAMES MORRIS LA WSON 
JR. as pledging no more violence in the City's black neighborhoods, but 
spoke agftinst the curfew which he said operated only against Negroes. 399) 

hi ano^ier article by Larry Scroggs in the Commercial Appeal 
of 4/9/68 under the caption: STRIDING CHIEF IK/IS SYMBOL OF CONTROL, 
CALM IN MARCH, tells how then Asst. Chief BenryLux paced ojj the steps 
of the March toward City Hall. 400) 

hi still another article in the Commercial Appeal oj 4/9/68 under 
the caption: ARREST RECORD PINS BLAME OF LOOTING ON GROWNUPS, 
figures on the arrests for looting were printed and they reflected that of 
the 103 arreete for looting, only 39 of those arrested toere under 1 7 years 
of age, and the average age of the looter was 24 years. 401) 



APRIL 9. l963fTH«sda\) coniitiutd. 

suit another arttete in the Commercial Appeal carried a 
story muieif the caption: STRIKE TALKS RESUME TONIGHT, and a new 
spirit oj harmony was reported among the bargainers in the strthe talks, 
and a settlement was foraeen, 402t 

bi an article in the Press Scimitai oJ 4/9/68 under the caption 
CURFEW EASED, it reported that Director Ftanh Holloman tvould allow 
persons on the streets who had legitimate reasons Jor being there. However, 
the sale o/alehoholie beverages ineUtding beer was . still prohibited. School 
children however, resumed their classes, 403) 

- April 9,l96S there were 8 reports of threats, arson and vandal- 
ism reported, iueludlng a threat against the life of Mr. £. C.Sttmhert, Supt. 
of Schools, and another threat against the life of Mayor Loeb. 404) 



APRIL 10. l96StWednssda\) 

April 10,1968 was a relatively quiet day in Memphis with only 
8 thi eats, arsons and vandalism tncidents ref^trted. There was however, 
one threat against Mayor Loeb*s life, and 5 Utreats that the City tvould be 
tom apart when the National Guardsmen left the City. 406) 

At 3FM April 10, 1968 there was a march of strikers and strike 
sympathisers numbering between 450 and 500 people from Claybom Temple 

to City Hall, but it was a peaceful march and no incidents were reported, 406) 
' r 

The Commercial Appeal of 4/10/68 carries a story by Joseph 
Sweat uider the caption: HOPEBRIGBTENS TODAY^’S SESSIONS OF STRIKE. 
TALKS, iixdi»xosxkcemadcse:df^BjMBn§;iBXMBfxpcxix in which it teas reported 
that mediators had stated tlut both sides had done sojnsiderable giving ani 
lukiitg ou Uvs nuijvr issues involved. 407) 

The Press Scimitar of 4/10/68 carried the story: SOLUTION TO 
STRIKE MAY BE tMMtNENT, report^ as well on the change in temper 
of the strike talks, and on the editorial page it carried Die announcement: 
CURFEW is LIFTED. , advising that the curfew had been lifted that date. 403) 
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APRIL 11,1966 (Thutsdavi 

A/>yil 11, was atuttiimy quiet day <»i the CUy with no more 
Oum normal activity in the area oj arson, Lootina, and tfandalism. There 
finiY one rumo'r abroad, that a riot mtifht start itt the 'jouthend this date, 
but it was without joundation. 409) 

At 2:bOPM the REVhRL^D MALCOLM BLACKBURbi led a 
match of 450 or more striuers ana strike symkathisera jrom Claybom 
Temple to City Hall, but it was an orderly march and there were no 
incide$tts, 410) 

Don Mcd.ee, in an article in the Commercial Appeal oj 4/11/68, 
reporting Jrom Atlanta, Cu. , after the formal election oj Rev. RALPH 
ABERNATHY as successor to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. . as head oj the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conjet ence (J. C. L. C.)) rfuotes Dr. ABt.R_ 
bt.fi TUY as stating: ' we liliall continue our a.*sault on the poverty and in 
fustice in Memphis. ' Be is further quoted as stating he would reiunt to 
Memphis within the next two wee>is, and that the plaruted Poor People's 
March on iVashiugton would be delayed approx. 2 weeks beyond April 29, 
1968 the dale announced jor the begUming oj this nationwide demonst; a- 
tion. 411) 



/iPnlL 12.1968 tb ridgy) 

At a Memorial Service jor'DR, AL\li Tibi LUTHLR KING JR. , 
held at b;liAM at Clayborn Temple, a call was maae jor 1000 women 
to picket aowntown stores, 4/13/68. 412) 

The rumoi was abroad on 4/L2/u8 Uuit JAMES AlOidilS LA^ifSON 
JR. , H. RALPH JACKSON, & SAMVEL £. KYLES would be Ihe next to be 
aillea, as it was apparent UuU they were running the show in the Garbage 
Strike. Humors were also abroad that H. iif\Lf'H JACKSoN nau enough ex- 
plosives stored in Clayborn Temple to blow up the City. Another rumor 

f was to the ejject tluxt MA YOR LOEB lutd gotten Ine Injunction against DR. 

1 MARTIN LUTHER KING in order to delay his departure jrom the City long 
1 enough jor the Assassin to sltoot him. 413) 
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APRiL 12. 196b (¥rida\) continued 



At 12 Noun in o mooting of tho Strikers at Claybom 
Americm Federation of State, County A Municipal Employees Uni^ (AFSCME) 
leader JESSE EPPS, eneeringly referring to the Untm's non-violent intMi^ 
stated that the GarMue Strikers would have to stop the Garbage trucks if they 
intended to Jorce alittlement of the garbage strike. 414f 







intelligence sources fiitther reported that RE^. EZEKIEL BELL 
was asking Ms congregation to visit a white church that Sunday M 
the Mormation that two or three of the u>Hite ministers who had ^riicipMsd 
im the Garbage Strike were bebtg ashed to resign by tj^^^^ngrep^ations me 
to their Mvolvemeai ^ the Garbggi^trihe , 416t ' 

The Big News at April 12, 1968 koteeversc was that a suppeet in the 
JOng Aseasstnaiimt by the ngmeuifWC STARVO GALT had been named by /te 
JB?, and that the FBI hadfoand the White Mustang involved in the AssassinMUm 
plot in Atlanta. Tnis was reported in the Press Scimitar oj 4/12/68 under the 
caption: FBI IMPOUNDS WHITE MUSTANG. 416) 

APRIL l3.l968fSaturday) 

In an article itt the Commetcial Appeal of 4/13/U8 under the caption: 
MEDIATORS PUSH SANITATION TALJCS, END RECESS FLAWS, Commercial 
Appeal Reporter Jossph Sweat reported that the Easter Recess planned in tlw 
Sanitation Sttike talks had been cancsllsd by msdiators 

Under Secretary of Labor, JAMES REYNOLDS. REV. JAMES MORRU LA WSON 

JR. stated 4/13/68 according to reporter Sweat, that the focm ^uld taken 

off the strike soon, and placed ok Police DrutaUty Complaints that had been 
received. Director Frank Rolloman announced tluit all such complaints would 
be thoroughly investigated. 417) 

An a)-t1cle by Kay Pittman Black, Press Scimitar reporter in me 
Press Scimitar of 4/13/68 under the caption: BEALE MlJiCHANTS SING THE 
BLUES, "IV F feel BETRAYED NOT BITTER. " carries a survey made by 
Mrs. Black of the Merchants on Beale Street whose businesses had been dam- 
aged by the events of 3/23/68. The article reports that business seems to 
returning to normal on Beale Street deeplte the broken windows everywhere. 418) 
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h (JO f NOTES (continued^ ’ . 






■ Tines,, O. P.' binp, , lieport 4/12/o6. re: £kiijikiNdiArM^^XJk)dkNM^ 

' In/otyuation ironi bijormey Concetyting ^ictivUies oj Sanitdtion t{urkers,^ 
• ft.al.., $(ptiiation Booti VI, pp.,121 122.’ ' - ^ ^ • ; 



420) •’ Cox & joiiH-f oft, memo '4/13/06 » er Uarassnient of- Ghr.^tine^ Morris 
Henryierguson, Threat Bi} 0 .< iV';~p.' 172. ' •. 

Cox, Memo 4/13/63 re: Uaraisment oj Hank's Lounge b\> John F erguson, ^ 

Threat Hook IV, p. 173. ^ „/ 

GUliuan,B. h, , Capt. , Memo,4/l3/68, re: Injormation on Looting, Thr. Bk 
Cravett, W.J. Capt. " :",7 eThreat to Mayor Loeb, Threat Book IV, p 

' Craven, W. J. Capt. , ' ", re:F BI lit jo suhf. looking Jor Mayors 0//ice ' p 
' Crawley, " re: Harassment o/ Andrea Loueone, ' p 

Wilson. A Neal ' ", re: Threat to grocer, 1534 tlliston, *’ p. 

' Wilkinson, Capt. ' ", re:Loeb's Barbecue, 2451 Jackson, . p. 

",Jone.i;M. o. Capt. ^ Ferguson ,/if. L. , re:l'hreat to bu>n Collins O', oc. ' p. 
ColCrC. h. l/isp. , Heport 4/l3/03 'ye: 54 businesses dropping 'Sealtest Proa 
■ * TiuFectt Boon IV, p."-l33~td4. _ • * *' 

Uaire & Dixon, Vanaalism, i/13/68, 885 Porter, Threat Booh IV, />. I8t 
Bur k een & Sanson, " " 3841 Jackson, ill, p.l86.^ 

Lamberth «b Shelby " " 272 Poplar ' p. 187 

WiUon <b Neal, ' " lb39 tlliston " p. 188 



42JD Gilligan, B. l. Capt. , Memo 4 / 14/68 >e: Threat to Bail Bond Co. , 84 N. 2nc 
Sanitation Book VI, p. 189. 

Gilligan, B. t. , Capt. , Memo, 4/14/68. re; Threat to Burn Pic Pac, 2425 
S. Bellevue, Sanitation Book VI, p. 190. 

422) Riker ,J ejjerson, in Commercial Appeal oj t/l4/o3, article captioned: 
Rain Preceded .Sanitation Men's Flood oj Complaints , in News Accounts 
4/10/68-5/5/08, p. 29. 



425)) Commercial Appeal, 4/14/68. Letters to eaito. . in Rems .ccouuts 4/lo/> 
5/5/68, pp. 32, 33, o4 , 3o. 

424) Commercial Appeal, 4/15/68, article captioned: Recess Called hi Negotia 
in News Accounts 4/10/68- 6/5/08 p. 37. 

425) Porteous, Clark, in Press Scimitar, 4/15/68, article captioned: Netters V: 
Council to Probe Cur/ew Conduct oJ FH>lice, in News Accounts, 4/10/68-5/ 
p. 40. 



APRIL l3A96tuaaiu,aav) continued. 



MeUiannee bijormation on AprU l9oo 
oAiPU uHk/lJvATtiY oi ^ C. L. C( Southern Christian Leatie> ship Con- 

AtrU IS. ISvS jor a U’“<«e ■>< 

Claybom Temple. 419) . . 



on April 13. 196h th»-eats coniinuctl against the UjeoJ Mayor 
UEHRY LOhB. ana threats, harassment & vanaalism continuea in the 
City but at a retiucea rate. 420) 



APRIL 14, l9(i8fStaulay) 

tasUr Sunday, April 14,1968 was a elatively quiet ^^y 
in Memphis with no more than normal reports oj vattaa 

being reported to the Memphis Police vepartmetii. m) 

In a story in the Commercial Appeal o/ 4/14/68. 

Appeal reporter, Je/jerson Rihrr, under the caption: 

TATIUH MLPr’S tLUOD OF COMPLAIN TS. wrote an article 
Leading up to ana joilowing the Sanitation Men ’s S trifle cm • which 

ing the begbmbtg q the complaints bacn to a rain on Jutua. > Jt , o 
nept 21 or 22 Sewer ami Brain Department employees jrom tvorhing. 42^ 

Letters to the editor in the CotnrerAal Appeal oj ~ 

lied that the Riots ana the Sanitation StrU.e we/e much ine 
eitUens, but that there were a variety o) vieiv^ and jeelings rejleded in t 

letters. 423) 



APRIL 1S.19O0 (Monday) 

In a story Ui the Commercial Appeal oJ l/10/-^6 tinner the 
caetuxu fi iCiis cALLki, UN Nicom rium. u , 

tors would fiot comment oti the progress uj nego ta president 

ported that Southern Christian Leadersnip j 

^LPB ABLRRATBY and hie stajJ were expedea to return to Memphis a 

remain until the strike uxzs settled. 424) 
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APRIL l5.l9ii8(Mondayi conttnued 



in an articU In the Preea Sehnitai- oj 4/15/68 by Clark Par- 
teouB, Preaa Setmitar reporter, under the caption: BETTERS URGES 
COUNCIL PROBE OF CURFEW CONDUCT OF POLICE, Councilman 
Netters is quoted as saying that though Director Holloman had promised 
to investigate corhplainta of misconduct during the curjew, he jelt citizens 
should be shown that the City Council was interested in this matter as 
well. 425) 



On April 15/1968 the Local FBI Ojfice received information 
jrom a Washington sou ce that the life of the REV, JAMES MORRIS LAWSoN 
JR. would be the next to be taken in the Negro Community. 426) 

On April 15, 1968 a security detail under the command of In- 
spector Don. H. Smith was formed for REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conjerence and his party who were expect- 
ed to arrive in Memphis on Delta flight 557, April 16,1908. He actually 
arrived at 8:40PM April 15, 1968 and spoke at Metropolitan Baptist Church 
in this City,, giving a very vitriolic , bitter speech. 427) 

Bomb threats were received April 15,190b by the Shelby County 
Court House, and the LeMoyne College library. But neither oj these places 
were bombed. Arson and burglary continued in the City, with the Negro 
community in the South end of town being the area hit heaviest. 428) 

APRIL 16.1968 (Tuesday) 

bt a story <n the Press cUnitar of April 16, l9ov under the 
coition: COUNCILMAN'S CALL fOR PROBE OF POLICE SETS OFF DE 
BATE, a report is made oj the debate in the Council which jollowed Coun 
cilmah Netters and Davis proposal that a police probe was necessary as 
the Negro Community '’has no confidence in the Mayor or the Police, aiw 
is looking to the Council for Action. " 429) 



- 81 - 



APRIL l6.l96B<Tuesd av) cowrtwgrf ^ 

At mettings held April 16,196b RLV, RALPH ABERKA THY 
ma<U a vry ^He^ek, st^g that 

kimt fc« ikt MtmtMt Police Department tekich should be out looking jpr the 
murdlrer o/ M jStIN LUTHER KING, and stating mZ/^^eive^uP 

_ j migmri hi M€mthiMrn QMd t^OPl^ tkOUld h€ willmg tO gtV€ Up 

t^^ZSldren pr a year to let thorn live as a protest fa Resurrection CUy 
in Washington, 4JO)} 

JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR. , local Negro Minister and 
oAnitUd his interest fa the Sanitation Strike since December oj 
1967 and spoke to the effect that it was his belief that even the **j^*”*^ 
of the strike would noi settle the Sanitation workers problem or 

*> M,mpkk. mul c,MJ,r a co«tkmei „oycU oJ tt. 

newspapers hven if the strike were settled. 431) 

In the Press Scimitar of April 16, 1968 under the caption: 
UNION COUNaL RATIFY PACT, the eud oj the Sanitatim strike ^ 
announced by the Mediators and the agreemetit 
SMktr, « staiJta* vof k Claybtm 

and the approval of the City Council was given to the s^lement at Its meet 
tng at 2;46PM AprU 16, 1968. Labor leaders cheered the agreement as a 
triumph for the Negro-Labor Coalition. 432) 



S U M M A R Y 

bt reviewing tht events b^itveen February 12, 1968 and 
Abril 16,1968 U ia apparent that Memphie had been chosen aa a Targe 
City, not only by the Unions but also by Civil Rights leoj^rs jo be 
as a proving^ouna jor thdr own tnUrests, The coalition of Un^ 
and Local Negro Ministers cannot be regarded as an accident, but was 
rather the result oj much previous planning, 

Bettseen February 12, 1968 and April 16,1968 we a^ also 
revUwing a chapter in the History oj the Memphis Police 
unlike any prevUmsly experienced by the 

history had such demands been made on the individual officers or on 

Police leadership. 

All days off were cancelled belfyftpt February 15, 196S 
through April 13,1963. Uniform Units were oh 12 hour shijls from March 
28, 1968 through April lo, 1968. 

The jollowing Is a total Uemised ttmergency cost lisilttg oj 
all expenditures to date as u result oJ the Sunitalion Strike: 

Date Through 



Amount 

^122, 631.14 
367.50 
11,491.61 
475.752.26 
^ 610 , 242:53 



4/12/68 

4/12/6S 

3/31/6S 

i/Z2/6'c 



Item oj Expenditure 

hquipmenl: 

Services: 

Gasoline & Oil: 

Overtime: 

Total: 

(Shipment included tde purchase of riot helmets, radios, 
mace, and weapons.} 

’(Services included the rental oj a Helicoptc* .) 

(Gasoline h Oil— involved the servicing oj units opaaling in 
the jield, incluatng those of all outside assisting agencies.} 

It is estimated that one million dollars insured property losses 
were suetalned during the riot, (btfomtalion jrom General Aajusjmeitl Bureau}. 
It is also sstimated that thers was a million dollars in business losses.} 
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:i U M M A H Y (cotUkuMa 



An analysis oj arrests made durtna the riots with a 
bread down as to charges reflects: 

ARRESTED 

Mu^ ck 1968 502 

April 1-14 1968 395 

Total: 897 

P£RSOSS ARRL3TED BUT RELEASED 

Mafch 1968 13 

April 1 14 1968 16 

Total: 2S 

bi April one person who loas caught in the act a) looting, 
was shot by a Police (jJjicer. This person subsequently expired, however, 
an arrest record was submitted, which shows a charge oJ abatement b\ death. 



-> Below is a iisting oj the specific number and specijic type 
charges placed ogaimt persons arrested: 



Charge 


City Only 


State Only 


City & jtate 


Arson 


' 


16 


.r 


Assault A Battery ^ 


3 


3 


3 


Aasaut & Battery on Police Ojficer 


1 


1 




Attempt A ' son 




1 




Attempt Burglary Third Degree 




4 




Attempt Larceny 




1 




Burglary Third Degree 




79 




Carrying a Dangerous Aeapon 


to 


2 


23 


Carrying a Pistol 






22 


Conspiring to biterjer with Public 








Health Trade & Commerce 




6 




Disorderly Conduct 


91 


53 


383 


Driving without Lights 


1 






Drunk 


30 






Escapee 




1 




Gaming 


3 
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SUMMAJt r /eoHHmtedi 



CASSES 



CUv Only StaU Only Ctiv & Stai* 



hMmidaitug a CUiMtn TCA 39-2B06 



Lmr€«my 

LcUtrimg 2 

LooHnt 

lAo^ccy 1 

MaUeious MUekU/ 6 

J 

ifo DrlMr'a Lictmam 2 

ifQCUyUg 1 

OptnMmgm DUordarty Bomaa 1 

Paaaaaaion af Baar (Miner} 1 

PoaaeaaioH oj Firacraekers 1 

Paaaaaaitm of Marijuana 
PoaaaaaUm of Stolon MarckandMa 
Poaaaaaion of Untaxad Liquor 7 

Prouding - 8 

Raeaiekig Stolon Propariy 
Racklaaa Driving ' -2 

RaaiaHng Arraat 16 

Shooting buida City Lianita 4 

Spaadb^ 3 

Tkraataning Breach of Peace 130 

Throwing Misaila in an Occupied 
Vakicla TCA 39-1203 
Truancy 9 

Violation Curfew Law 18 

Violating Statute of Overloading Vehic le 1 

Total Chargeat 383 • 



2 

11 

184 




1 



3 

2 



10 

4 



399 



2 



2 



2 

2 

82 



S2l 

434} 



In one of hia public atatamenta Director Frank C, Holloman stated 
te aaaaamt that ha waa glad to be able to report and to report with considerable 
pride that the Memphta Polieansam had stood tall during the troubles that visited 
the CUy, 
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S U At M A R Y (cantUmedi 



It Is worthy of note tfuU the events jrom Jr ebruary 12, l9o8 
to AprU 16, 1968 were: 

1) The jirat real teat of the value of advance intelligence injormation 
which proved invaluable. 

2) The Jirst real teat of the use oj apecial Tactical Unita to control 
tatruly crowds, and these unita proved both mobile and ef/icieui. 

21 Proof that co-ordination oj communications between the Police 
Department, other Law Enforcement Agencies and the National Guard, 
by the Police Department, kept the Department in contfvl of the situation, 
and made for the maximum efjdetiveness oj the deployment oj the various 
Tactical Units. 

4) Proof that the helicopter was the most valuable, available surveill- 
ance instrument bt troubled areas. y 

SJ Proof that the use of the curfew. & the co-operation ^iven during 
the curfew by business people and the general public did more tu bring an 
end to the teriod of violence than any other factor. 

6) Proof that the baching oj the Police Department atui other Law Lu- 
jO’ cement agencies by the general public was a great morale sustainer for 
the Police Department. 

7) Proof that Mace and other chemical agents which were used could 
disperse large angry crowds. However, in areas where Mace and Tear gas 
was used, this posed a problenras well to Law Enforcement men, and police- 
men engaged in the action. 

, The experience of the Memphis Police Deffortmenl /<a6 been 
that when disorders occur there is no alternative but to reshtre order by 
f irm police action bached up by the City ttselj. 

As reported in an editorial in the Press Scimitar of 4/17/08, 
neither the strikers nor the city government ’’conquered ” the other in the 
settlement that sent Memphis sanitation men bach to work, yls Mayor Loeb 
satd ajter the agreement was raHjied: ’this is not a victory for anyone except 
the entire community , ' 4S5f 
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FOOTNOTIiS*- 



--i 



n MEMPHIS ECONOMIC PHOfILE, Industrial 

^ lJSw Gas E WaUr Division A Economic development department, Memipkis Area 
Chamber of Commerce, p. 4 

21 POPULATIONS, U.S. Census prepared by 

Health Department, representing V. S. Census locally, (Xerox py) 

MEMPHIS CITY DIRECTORY, 1967, R. L. Polk Co. , p. VU-YlIl 

4i HOLLOMAN, FRANK C., Civil delivered 

I4th Annual Seminar, American Soetaty for teanetriai Security, p. . 

5i TRl-STATE DEFENDER. Vol.XVI, No. 47, Saturday September 30, 1967 (Memphis 
Negro -Weekly Newspaper) 

6, AM ORWUMCE TO AUtMD Mi CHARTER OF THE CITY OF MEMPHIS. U pp. 

7, AREIH. E. H. . ol MUiRp H AcHvitU, U, M.mpHU (SuPv.r,tve) R.port S/6/6S. 

St AFROAMERICAH BROTHERHOOD SPEAKS, Black TktsU. Black Power, Vol.I. 

No. YU, March, 1968. 

sink. 2/S2/kS. sacslrik. B^kJU P.S. ^ 

i CaPt.Motaar, r.: Mse/di* Maynord S<«« 0//tce. 2/12/63, 
l .H^LEJ. R^raMl. ^re: Strike, 2/12/63. San. strike Boot tl. p. 7. 

p. 13-14. 

Hi SANITATION STRIKE BOOK , No. 1 „ r, m si f, i? -is 

Retort E. E. Redditt. 2/13/68 re: Union Hall Meeting, San. Book , p. 

r.° Memos Cornell Ckamher. A AuMorlum..p.tO 

»tM»Z^onca Ckao.Per.AAwHlonun,.p.l6.l6. 

13. Ibid. 



Footnotes (continued^ 



I4i Ibid p. 16 

W Memo LtW.L. Dickey , 2/14/68, re: Incident at 7th 

Garbage fiwk was attacked by 8 men. :>anitation_Book tl, p. 2o. 

I6t Retort. E.E.ReddUt. 2/14/68, re: Meeting at Union Ball, Sanitation Boo ^ 

£lj p. 20-22. 

17) Catt. GUtm MooY€ , 2^4/68 , re: Planned Boycott oj Schools by 
NAACP. i^tation Book ft, p. ^8. 

18 ) Memo. Ptlmn. Cain & Roby , 2/15/68- re: Garbage Truck being attacked 
Ky •Mk a bistol. SonUgUon Bogk_*I, p. S3. 

Memo. Cabt. Davis. 2/15/68, re: Lt. ^ * 

trucks out of Bellevue Dump, 2/16/68, Sanitation Booh *1, P- 35. 

Memo. Ptlmn. Ellis & Goolsby, re: t^rbage l^rk^ Uerbert^^ 

Negro, 56 hav^ his clothes tom ojf. Sanitation Book I, p. 36. Threat Bo on 

19} Report E. E.Redditt, 2/16/68, re: Garbage Strike Meeting at Union Hall, 
Sanitation Book I, p. 27-30. 

^ Macdonald, J.C, CMef, Order Re:Davs Ojf , 2/14/68 (Xerox Copy) 

hZ^lf.TL%key^ iyi6/68, re: Note from Mrjra^^^D^^^^^^^^ 
portiiii threat to Frank Carpenter, Lucius Vessel, San. Dept. Employees, 

^ammkidle^L Young. 2^6/68, re: Threatening note to Guss Cook 
Male Negro 68, Threat Book H, p.5-6. ,, , 

amUakam Work€n: Clutler Brymt, Rohtrt Price, Srvln Pinson, hugcne 
Terry, and Riley Gant, Threat Book 41 , p. 7-14. 

22) PRESS SCIMITAR, 2/16/68, under caption: Action Set for Monday in Mem- 
phis. Newspaper Articles . 2/12/68 - 3/25/08, p. S. 

23) Ibid. 

24) COMMERCIAL APPEAL. 2/16/68, ^^<^er capti^i: Protesters P^ Ci ^ 
Phone bi. in re: NAACP threat of phme-in to Police &liye Dept. ,News_ 
Paper Articles , 2/12/68 -- 3/25/68, p. 14. 

25) Report E. E. ReddUt. 2A6/68, re: Garbage Strikers Meeting at Union Hall. 
Sanitation Book p. 39-41. 



t UU THO TES (coniittued) 




26} LetUr, w. U. Tollesan, 

being shot at. Threat Book il, p. 15. 



2/17/tiS re: sanitation Truck f33l 



27) Atamo, Lt. W.L. Dickey 2/17/68 re: LUCIUS VESSEL, LEVERN ^aTKINS & 
VbliNuN MITCHELL being told by FRANK CARPENTER & CHARLES WRIGHT, 
that the NAACP was goittg to bum their houses down. Threat Book t‘l,p. 16-17. 

.28) Memo, Norwood & Carter, 2/17/68, Sanitation Book il, p. 52. 




29) Memo, Capt. Glenn Moore, 2/17/68, Sanitation Booh 01 . p. 53. 

30) Report, Redditt « Richmond, 2/17/68, Sanitation Book 01 , p. 47-49. 



31) Memo, IV.A. Owens, R. P. Goldsby, 2/IS/68 re: Fires in Garbage Trucks, 

Sanitation Book . PI, p. 54. 

Memo, Overall & Gooch, 2/18/68 re: tire in Garbage Trucks, Sanitation Book 
PI, p. 65. 

32) Report, Capt.J. G.Ray, 2/18/68 re: Meeting of Mayor Loeb & P.J. Clampa at 

St. Mary *s Cathedral, Sanitation Book 71 , p. 58-59. 



33) Report, Redditt A Richmond, 2/19/68 re: Meeting Union Hall with Jerry WurJ 
et al. , Sanitation Book PI , p. 61-03. 



34) Report, Capt.J. G.Ray, 2/20/66 re: All Night Vigil sponsored by Memphis 
Ministerial Association, Sanitation Book PI, p. 69-70. 

36) Ibid. 

36) Memo, Lt. »V. L. Dickey, 2/20/68 re: NAACP Strike Vigil at Mayor Loeb’s 
Home, 366 Colonial, Sanitatidn Book, PI, p.77. 




37) Memo, Lt. D. W. Williams 2/20/68 re: Threat to Airways Bakery, Threat Book, 

PI, pi 26. 

Memo, Inspector G. P. Tines, 2/20/68 re: Threat to Atty.Art Shea's fatnily. 
Sanitation Book PI, p. 71-74. 

38) Report, Richn>ond and Redditt, 2/20 /'jc re: Meeting at Union Hall . Sanitation 

Book Pl. p. 71-74. 




39) Memo, Lt. W. L. Dickey, 2/21/6S re: NAACP Str He vigil at Mayor Loeb's 

Home, Sanitation Book Pi, p. 89. 

40) Report, Ricltmond Redditt, 2/21/68 re: Meeting at Union Hall, Sanitation 

Book PI. p. 86-88. 



I 



^ . S3 re,PuiUc «..<(.« 

4VAr>,M. i.fl. «£E!S ' 

i-^OS S,r«... 

43) Cappl^ntan, P.E . , ii£S^»^ 

aw* h 7 T!o‘- ^ ^ ^ : J 

» :■ 

,,r.s r.ii fr— «•• Aett»W« CU)- 

' sSum Boo/l H, p. W. 

- ^ p^*4m0 cmv CoimeU Chamb*r9,^ttafJS? 

4„MSSS, U.Z.UA,kl. 2 /P/PPr.:ActMtU, C«s OHW 
Book rt, p.94. 

UMP,.m.. - n«»ns ;: 

rfcrgaf JooA ^ P^E 8 , ,., u p, pntd 

Thrtaia Mayor Lotb *8 home, and 

.% j c wmu 2/23/68, r«: Bomb JTtreau muyv 

^^*^miBaU; ^!nv0y. 2^33/68, nreat Boob, «. ^ 30. 
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throwing bottles at Squad Car (at Gay Hatuk Lounge), StetUaiion Book III, p. 32. 
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Molnar,J. F, Capt. 
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(Df§glaa A Wheeler, 
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Malone A Cantrell, 
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1L4) Concerned STudents of Sotdhwestem, handbill 3/9/68; Sanitation Book Ul,p. 37 
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176} 'iarguson, John tienry(InteUigenc€ files, McmpMs^POlice department) 

177) Press Scimitar, .3/13/66, article captioned: City Council Hegjects Vues 
Checkoj/, Hews accounts 2/'12/66 — 3/26/66, p. 121. \ 

178) Sweat, Joseph, Commercial Appeal 3/13/66 , article captumed, Roy Wil- 

kins, Bayard Rustim Ikte here to Support Strike, Bews Jicc^its 2/12/08- 
3/26/68, p. 121. . . \ ' 
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Sanitation Book ill, p. 66*. ' . • ‘ • 
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3 m t UHm 3mtXaK4iXXa. Threat Book II, p. 70. 

Calliham.M.J. , Memo, 3/13/68, re: Vandalism 96? Union, Threat Bk. II, p. 71. 
Jordan it Cawthorn, • ", "Load's, 1216 Jackson " p.72. 

Moore <u Potts, " ",re:f ire Garbage Truck Clurgeatt Scit, ' p. 73. 
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S traitors. Block Garbage Trucks, Hews Accounts 2/12/68-3/25/68, p. 122. 
Dickey, W. L. Lt. , Report, Arrest 6 Male Demonstrators, 2462 DemocratRd. , 
Sanitation Book III, p. 85. 

184) Feathers, G. £, Lt, , Memo 3/14/68, re: Teenage March, Sanitation Book II, p.fSii 
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Book III, p. ^ . 
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Sanitation Book III, p.lGl, 
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Cantrell & Malone, 
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Marbry & Marts, Arson Report, 3A7/b8 re, ^ ^ 

^"l^Assauli Report, 3/17/68, reu\ssault oj Earnest Lee Normn, 

Threat Book It, p. 107. f 

wa Uammk. R.f. 

Up north enroute to M&n phis. Santtatton Book HI, p.l23. 
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Sanitation Book Ul, p. 124. 

20e> Parris Pugh. Memo 3/1 

185 E, Norwood, Sanitation Boob, III, p.l22. 

£06) Ray. J. G. Capt. . Memo. 3/18/68. re:ActivUUa of Strikers at Mason 
Temple, 3/18/68. f p 130. 

Luthar King Jr, , Sanitation Boob tU. pp. 150-153. 



Ca rlisle Srygley, Vandalism Report, 3/U>/68, 1143 Walker, 

Threat Book II, p. 112. 

p. 114. 
• p. 113. 
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Dixon & Uqire, ' 



" 629 Hastings, 
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’ 20'/I Photostats, Registration Records, Lorraine Motel, Sanitutiai Book III, 
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2081 Rust & Barrett, Memo, 3/l$/68 re: Threat to Eva Jones, Threat Bk, II, pllS 
Johnson A Bonner, Vandalism Rep. 3/19/68, 787 B. Alston Mall " , pll6 

Cupp A Gooch, Arson report, 3/li/68, 289 Cynthia, ' , p.ll7. 

Sinith A tssary. Vandalism, Lueb' s 562 S. Pku/y. , ', p. 118 

Lewis A Overbey i Vandalism, '2911 Yale, ", p. ll9 

Essary A Smith,Arson report, 3/19/68, 6671 .Walnut Or. Pi. '■ p. 120. 
Childress A Arnold, Arson, 1321 Mississippi. P.12l 

AiaLone,- Menio:~re: Garbage i'ire^Colle A McLemote 3/19/66 ' , p. 122. 
Johnson 'A Untheiyord',. Memo: ^/l9/^8'. Threat to Bemie Collins p. 123. 
Childers A Arnold, Rep. Alt. Arson 1313 Mississippi, 3/19/68 " p.'124 

f09) Beaudoin, JC.L. Memo 3/19/68 re: Threats to Hegro School Teachers, 

SatiUalion Book III, p. 147. 

210) Arkin,L.L.i^t. , Memo 3/19/68 re: Injo re: Martin Luther King, 

SanitatdoH Book III, p. 143. 

211) Ray, J. G. Capt. , Memo 3/19/68, re: Strike AcHvities 3/20-22/68, 
intelligence Inform tioH, Mnitation Book HI, p.l44. 



212) Commercial Appeal, 3/20/68, article captioned: KING'S EYE ON WASH 
INCTON, News Accounts 2,'t2/6S- 3/25/68, p. 143. 



213) Press Scimitar, 3/20/6 o , article captionea JIURKY UP TRY TO END 
STRlKL, News ,H.ccounts 2/12/68 -3/26/08, p. 14o. 

214) Puvatte 4. Hayes, Memo 3/20/6o, re: Threat to Geo. Hlaue, Threat Bk,II, 

p. 126. 

W heeler A Sides , " ", re: Threat Loeb's, Crump A Miss. ' p.128 

Drake, C. P.Lt. , Letter 3/20/68 re: Obscene tel0hone call to Mrs.Jerred 
BUmchard, Threat Book II, p. 131. 
iMttrphy, Ralph, Capt. (Fire Dept.) Letter, 3/20/68 re Threat to bum 
Longview School, Threat Booh II, p. 132. 

Fields A Bowen, Vandalism, 3114 Radford, Threat Booh II, p. 133. 
Distretti,L.J. Capt. , Letter 3/20/68 re: Threat to bum Merrill School, 

Threat Book H, p. 134. 
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bol, Pietvs Accounts 2/12/68-3/26/08, p. 

234, Jinck.G. P. . Memo. 3/21/38 re: Tkreal oj Assassinallon oj Marlin 
Luther King. Threat Booh II, p. 1*2. 

226) Thurston. Mgl. Memo. 3/21/68, re: Kansas p, 3*5, 

Ray.J.G.. Capl. .3/21/68 f 

Borthside, Threat Book II, p. 127, 

223, BeidM. B. B. . Memo. Marcher, 4 Placards al Claybom 

Temple. 3/21/38. SamltallOH Book IV. P. »• 
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231) A LLTTtR Book IV. p. 10. ^.^l/oS.hand- 
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236) Vandalism Report 3/22/63, l52SDuf^ w//W^^’ 

Mister A MohH, Memo, re ;Shois fired 1626/IJumt. Threat Book US, p.l 

236) Tines, G. P.lnsp. ,Memo, 3/22/68, re: 
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■ n. ./ BlccM . t,y ^ 30 

2*7) Ungren, Memo 3/22/6B, re: Threat to employees at City Shops, Sani- 

" Memo, 3/22/68, re: Activities 3/22/6S, Sanitation Book 

V,.,. lY, p. 2BK32. .. , .• . . 

338) York, M. T. Lt. , Memo 3/23/68, re: Pickets at Poplar Plaza Shopping 
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Memphis, Sanitation Book IV, p. 33. 

240) Sharp, W. P.Lt. , Report 3/23/68 re: Threatening Telephone call to 
Evelyn McCray, fhreat Bqok UI, p. 3. 

Jones A WUliams, Vandalism 3/23/68, 951 Chelsea(Guthrie School) 

M^ls A McSVhirter, Vandalism, 3/23/68. 157 N. Main, Threat Book lll,p. 

241) Johnson A Lightjoot, 3/24/68 Broohen WUidoiv, 709 N. Vtmlpp, Tpreat 
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Threat Book UI, p. 7. 

242) Commercial Appeal, 3/24/68, article by Charles Thotn^, captioned, 
City Seeks Legal OK, Strike Mediation Talks Stymied. News accounts, 

Z/lZ/68~3/25/68, p. 169. .. „ . 

Commercial Appeal, 3/26/68 article by R^jt KeUett, 
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3/26/68, p. 169. 
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254) Shelton ^ Montgomery, Vandalism ^27/68, 886 N. 2nd, Threat Book III, p. 22A 
Gallamo A Carter, ' ", ' 2040 Peres, " p.24. 

Jones A Miller, " ", 466 E, Georgia, " p. 26. 

Lt. L.A.McKee, Memo, 3/27/68 re: Threat to Louis FrancesehM, 1693 S. 
Lauderdale, Threat Book HI, p. 27, 

Notation, of warrants Sworn out on J<ich Wilkes by 3 San. Workers, 3/27/68, 
Threat Boob Hi, p. 28, 

Photostat, handwritten complaint of Eddie Lee Burrow, & John McGregor, 
3/27/68„ Threat Book HI, p. 29. ' ' "■■ : 

Hayes & Monk,- Vantlalism, 3/27/68, Fire-Borr.b 769 Isabelle, Threat Bh III, p. 30 
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Sides & Wheeler,' - 676 Vance ' * " p. 32. 
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256) Molnar, J. F. Capt. , Memo 3/27/68, Re: Teenage March, Sanitation Book, 
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Stay, J. G. Capt. , Memo, 3/27/68 Re:3anitatlon Strike, Sanitation Book IV,p.S 

266) Ray, J. G. , Capt. , Memo, 3/27/68, Re:Sauitation Strike, Sanitation Bk,IV,p.6l 

267) Tines, G. P. Insp. , Memo, 3/27/68, Re:Deacons of Los Angeles, Sanitation 
Book IV, p. 65. 

258) Typescript , C. O. M. E. (Community on Die Move Jar Equality) lee/let, 3/27/68 
Saniteition Book IV, pp. 63-64. 

Agee, J. M. , Lt. , Memo, 3/27/66 re: Memo huruded out at Methodist Hospital 
Sanitation Book IV, p. 66. 

269) Ray, J.G.,Capt. Memo, 3/27/68, Re: Dr. King's Arrival in Memphis, Sani- 
tation Booh IV, p. 68. 

260) Redditt, E.E. Det. , Memo 3/27/68, re: Mass Meeting Mason Temple, Sani- 
tation Book IV, p. 69. 

Arkin, E. H. Lt. , Memo, 3/27/68 rs Citisen Band Radios Used by Strike 
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264} Massey A Beal, Vandalism 3/28/68, Loeb>s 2280 Park, Threat Book lU, p. 34 



Owen A Jones, ■' 303 Vance " p. 35 . 

tewis A Overbey ' . . ” 36 1 Tillman •' p. 37. 
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Feathers, G. L, }' " re':Threat to Artiur Pinstein 2 p, 

" re: 1294 Florida. Sanitation Bk. IV, p. 86 
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265} Dictograph Tapes, oj Memphis Police Defartment Hadio calls, 3/2S/68. 
Conone fcial Appeal, 3/29/66, unuer caption; Days Call Police Log, Traces 
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266} Press scimitar, 3/28/68, artfcle captioned students hurl Rocks at Police, 
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